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The Heroic Kings Of Van Castle Urartus

“Lutipri oglu Sarduri, bliyiik
kral, guiclu kral, dinyanin krali,
Nairi Ulkesinin krali, benzeri
olmayan kral, sasirtici coban,
baskaldiran uyruklariyla
savasmaktan korkmayan kralin

yazitidir. Lutipri oglu Sarduri,
krallar krali, her kraldan harac
almis olan. Lutipri oglu Sarduri
soyle der: Bu taslari Alniunu
kentinden getirttim ve bu duvari
yaptirdim.”

“This is the inscription of Lutipri's
son Sarduri, great king, powerful
king, the king of the world, king
of the Land of Nairi, matchless
king, the acclaimed shepherd,
the king who is not scared to
fight insurgent subjects (I am)
king of kings, who has collected
tribute from all kings. Lutipri's
son Sarduri says: | brought these
blocks of stone from the city of
Alniunu and | built this wall.”

Eski Van Kalesi'nin kuzeybati ucunda,
glicli su kaynaklarinin yanina yapilan
Madirburc’u olusturan devasa kalker
bloklarinin Gzerinde doguda U, batida
Uc kez tekrarlanmis, Assur
civiyazisiyla yazilmis bu satirlar tim
dinyaya yeni bir kralligin; Urartularin
ve yeni bir baskentin, Tuspa’'nin
kurulusunu ilan etmektedir.
Adlarina Assur kaynaklarinda Uruatri
adialtinda en erken M.0. 1273 yilinda
rastlanan Urartular, Bati Iran'da
Urmiye Goli'nden Firat Nehri boyunca
kuzeyde Cildirile Sevan’a (Gokce Gal)
ve Aras Vadisi'nden giineyde Halep’e
kadar genis bir alanda M.0. 9-6.
yuzyillarda egemen bir giic olarak
Yakindogu'nun buytk devletlerinden
biri olmustur.

Dogu Anadolu’nun daglik
cografyasinin sert iklim kosullar!
altinda kendilerine 6zgu bir kiiltur
yaratan Urartular, ozellikle mimarlikta
ve maden isciliginde 6zglin eserler
ortaya koymuslardir.

These lines carved in Assyrian
cuneiform repeated three times on
the east, three times on the west on
the monumental limestone blocks in
Madirburg built near the great
springsat the north-western end of
the old Van Castle proclaimed to the
world the foundation of a new
kingdom, Urartians, and their new
capital city. Urartians, whose names
are first found in Assyrian sources as
Uruatri, earliest at 1273 B.C., were
one of the major states of the near
east as a sovereign powerin 9-6 B.C.
in a wide area from Lake Urmie in
Western Iran along the River
Euphrates to Lakes Cildir and Sevan
(Gokee) in the north and along Aras
Valley to Aleppo in the south.

Urartularin baskenti Tuspa'nin yer
aldigi Eski Van Kalesi

Old Van Castle where Urartian capital
Tushpa is situated in




Yalcin kayaliklar tUzerinde gorkemli
kaleleri, blylik saraylari, anitsal
tapinaklari, planli yerlesimleri,
eristikleri uygarlik seviyesini
yansitmaktadir. Tarim alaninda da
onemliisler basarmislar; baglar,
bahceler, yeni ekim alanlari
kurmuslar, topraklarini sulamak igin
kanallar agmuslar, suni goletler ve
barajlar yapmislardir. Tas, kemik ve
keramikten kendilerine has eserler
veren Urartular, bronzisciliginde de
¢aglarini asan bir ustaliga
erismislerdir. Kullandiklari bronz
kemerlerin ve migferlerin Uzerinde
zengin bezemeler yer almaktadir.
Hurriceye akraba bir dilleri olan
Urartular, hem c¢iviyazisi hem de
resimyazi (hiyeroglif) kullanmislardir.
Egemen olduklari genis cografya
icinde tas bloklar ya da kaya tizerinde
yazitlari, Urartularin yurdumuz
uygarliklarticinde farkl
ozelliklerinden birini olusturmaktadir.
Kurucu Kral Sarduri'den itibaren
yaptiklariisleri, yaptirdiklari binalari,
sahip olduklari ve tanrilara adadiklan
eserleri yaziyla kalici kitmislardir.
Yaratici distince acisindan da onemli,
onlara 6zgu iradelerini yansitan
anitsal eserleri bugiin de
yasamaktadir.

Tek bir kralin egemenliginde,
merkeziyetci ve teokratik biryonetim

sistemleri vardi. Krallik babadan
ogula gegiyordu. Cesitli eyaletlerden
olusan Urartu Ulkesinde her eyaletin
basinda merkezden gonderilmis bir
yonetici vardi. Eyalet merkezleri iyi
planlanmis korunakli kalelerdi. Kalan
cok sayida betimde de tasvir edildigi
gibi savas arabalari, kalkanli-mizrakl
stvariler, okcular, mizrakeilar, kilic
ve kalkanli piyadelerden olusan guiclu
bir ordu kurmuslardi.

Eski Van Kalesi, Analikiz
Urartu kutsal alani

Old Van Castle, Analikiz
Urartian sacred area

EskiVan Kalesi'nde Urartu Krali

Argisti I'in Kaya Mezari
Rock Toms of Urartian King
Arghisti | in Old Van Castle

Urartians, who created an original culture in
the mountainous geography and severe climatic
conditions of Eastern Anatolia, have created
unique works, especially in architecture and
metal working. Their magnificent fortresses on
rugged rocks, their big palaces, monumental
temples and planned settlements reflect the
level of civilization they have reached. Urartians,
who gave original works of stone, bone and
ceramic, attained a level of craftsmanship
beyond their era in bronze working as well.
There are rich decorations on the bronze belts
and helmets they used. Urartians, who had a
language akin to Hurri, have used both
cuneiform and also hieroglyph. Over 500
cuneiform inscriptions they left on stone blocks
or rock outcrops on the wide territory they ruled
create one of the distinct characteristics of
Urartians among the civilization of our country.
They have rendered the works they have done,
the buildings they have built and the works they
owned permanent, since the founder King
Sarduri. There was a centralized and theocratic
administration system under the rule of a single
king. The throne was passed from the father to
the son. There was a ruler sent from the capital
in every province in the Urartu country,
composed of many provinces. Provincial centers
were well planned, protected fortresses similar
to the capital city Tushpa. As depicted in many
remaining pictures, they had a powerful army
with war chariots, cavalry men with shields and
spears and troops with arrows, spears, swords
and shields.

The capital city of the kingdom was Tushpa,
which was at the old Van Castle of today. At the
present, Urartians settlements are spread over
Georgia, Armenia, Nahcevan, Iran and Irag with
Eastern Anatolia being the center.
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Kralligin merkezi bugliinkii Eski Van
Kalesi'nin Uzerinde kurulmus
bulunan Tuspa idi. Urartu yerlesimleri
bugtin genelde Dogu Anadolu merkez
olmak Gzere Gurcistan, Ermenistan,
Nahgcivan, Iran ve Irak topraklarinda
yayilmis durumdadir. )
Kralligin kurucusu Sarduri'nin (M.0.
yak. 840-830) Van Kalesi'nin kuzeybati
eteklerinde “Madirburc’un
duvarlarindaki kitabeleri, hem Urartu
Krallgi'nin hem de baskent Tuspa'nin
(Van) kurulusunu belgelemektedir:
Minua'nin (M.0. 810-785/780)
zamaninda krallik dort bir yandan
genislemis, glicli kaleler ve sulama
kanallar yapilmistir. Van Kalesi'ndeki
kaya mezarin girisinde, “Horhor
Kronigi” olarak taninan uzun

Giyimli adak hevhasi
Offering plate

The scriptures of Sarduri, the founder
of the kingdom (circa 840-830 B.C.)
on the walls of “Madir Tower” in the
north-western foot of Van Castle
document the foundation of both the
Urartu Kingdom and also the capital
Tushpa (Van). During the reign of
Minua (810-785/780 B.C.}, the
Kingdom expanded all over and
powerful fortresses and irrigation
canals were built. The long
inscriptions known as “Horhor
Chronicles” at the entrance to the
rock tomb in Van Castle tell of the
conquers of King Argisti | (786-764),
the conqueror of the era, who
expanded the borders of Urartu and
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yazitlarda, Urartu sinirlarini genisleten
doneminin “fatihi” Kral I. Argisti'nin
(786-764) 22 yillik yonetiminde,
fetihleriile birlikte Urartu Kralligi'nin
da yukselisi anlatilmaktadir. Kralligin
guclndn ve zenginliginin zirveye ciktigi
dénem ise II. Sarduri'nin (M.0. 764-
735) kralligina rastlamaktadir. Van
Kalesi'nin kuzeydogu ucunda yer alan
“Analikiz” Kutsal Alani'nda bulunan
yazitlar bu dénemin basarilarin
aktarmaktadir. Van'in 24 km
glineydogusunda Gurpinar Ovasi'nda
Bol Daglari'nin bati yamaclar
zerinde kurulu Cavustepe Kalesi de
bu devri yansitan onemli bir
merkezdir.

Van Gold'nun dogu kiyisindaki Ayanis
(Rusahinili) kazilart ise Urartu’nun

also the rise of the Kingdom of Urartu.
The erainwhich the power and wealth
of the Kingdom peaked in the reign
of Sarduri ll. The inscriptions in the
sacred area of “girl with mother”
located at the north-eastern tip of
Van Castle convey the achievements
of this period. Cavustepe Fortress,
built on the western foot of Bol
mountains in Gurpinar Plane, 24 km
south-east of Van, is an important
settlement reflecting this period.
Ayanis (Rusahinili) excavations on the
eastern shore of Lake Van are one of
the most important efforts carried
out in recent years as they give eye
smashing discoveries of an elegant

son parlak doneminde Il. Rusa
zamanina ait gorkemli bir kale
yerlesiminin her yonuyle goz
kamastirici bulgularini vermesi
acisindan son yillardaki en 6nemli
calismalardan birisidir. Urartu
Kralligimin M.O. 7. ylzyilin sonlarina
dogru Yakindogu'da Asur
Imparatorlugu'nun da yikilmasina
neden olan olaylar sirasinda
egemenligini yitirdigi sanilmaktadir.
Bu sonda, Iskit-Med akinlarinin da
etkili oldugu dustnulmektedir.
Urartularin gorkemli kaleleri
terkedildikten sonra, baskentin
disinda uzun ylzyillar yerlesim
gormemis, XIX. ve XX. ylzyilda
arkeologlar gelene kadar gizleriyle
toprak altinda kalmistir.

fortress settlement in the last period
of Urartu from the reign of Rusalll.
It is believed that the Kingdom of
Urartu lost its sovereignty towards
the end of 7th Century B.C. during
the events which caused the fall of
the Assyrian Empire in the Near East.
Itis believed that iskit-Med attacks
played a role in this outcome. The
splendid fortresses of Urartians were
not inhabited for centuries except for
the capital after they were abandoned
and remained under the ground until
the arrival of archaeologists of XIX
and XX centuries.



Hemen hemen biitin Urartu yerlesmeleri, savunmada kolaylik
saglayan sarp kayaliklarin veya yiiksek tepelerin Ustlinde
kurulmustur. Bugtin Eski Van Kalesi'nde yer alan baskent
Tuspa, ayni yoredeki Toprakkale ve Cavustepe, Erzincan'daki
Altintepe, Agri’'nin Patnos ll¢esi'ndeki Anzavurtepe, Elazig'daki
Palu gibi 6nemli Urartu merkezlerinin hepsi, eteklerindeki ovaya
bir tepeden bakar. Urartu kalelerinin en eski ornekleri ise, Kral
Ispuini (M.0.830-810) tarafindan yaptirilan, Van Ovasi'nin glineyine
hakim Zivistan (Elmalik] Kalesi ile kuzeyine hakim Kalecik tir.
Tas temeller Gzerine orilmdus yiksek kerpic duvarlar ve
kulelerden olusan Urartu kaleleri; saray, harem, tapinak,
sarniclar, blyuk kapasiteli erzak depolari ve atolyeler ile, arazinin
durumuna gore ustaca bicimlendirilmis ¢ok iyi planlanmis
komplekslerdir. Bu yapilar diismanlarina ve uyruklarina kralligin
glictiny, ihtisamini ve zenginligini gdsteren anitsal mimarlik
ornekleridir. Cavustepe’de, zemin bolimu dogrudan kayalara
oyulmus, u¢ katli oldugu anlasilan buytik bir sarayin kalintilari
bulunmustur. Taht salonu, toplanti ve kabul salonu, harem
dairesi, mutfaklara veya ana koridorlara acilan cok sayida
odasiyla bu saray Kral Il. Sarduri devrinin giictinii yansitacak
kadar gorkemlidir.

Il. Rusa zamaninda Van'daki sarayda 5.507 gorevlinin bulundugu
kaynaklardan bilinmektedir. Osmanli Dénemi’'nde Topkap!
Sarayi’'nda ayrintili yapisini bildigimiz bir diizenin benzer bir
ornegi Urartu sarayi orgitlenmesinde karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Patnos yakinlarinda ortaya ¢ikarilan Giriktepe Sarayr da Minua
doneminde yapildigi sanilan ve izlerden yangin nedeniyle ¢coktiigu
anlasilan iki katli ve kerpicten yapilar toplulugudur. Bir i¢ avluy,
kabul salonlari, biytik bir taht salonu, bunun hemen yaninda
bir pithoslu depo, mutfaklar, kilerler ve atolyeler ve yanginda
oldugu gibi kalmis harem dairesi bulunmustur. Harem
bolimunun icinde, 37 kisinin yanmis iskeletleri ele gecmistir.
Saray halkindan ve cogunun kadin oldugu anlasilan bu iskeletlerin
tzerinde bulunan degerli takilar ve sarayin diger bélimlerinde
bulunanaltin, glimus ve tunc esya Urartularin maden sanatindaki
ustaligini gostermektedir. Adilcevaz, Aznavurtepe’de oldugu
gibi bu kazinin da ayrintili yayininin yapilmamis olmasi Dogu
Anadolu arkeolojisi icin biytik bir kayiptir.

Urartu tapinaklari, biytik yonetim merkezlerinde (6rnegin
Cavustepe, Ayanis, Altintepe, Erebuni vd) sarayin adeta bir
bolimd gibidir.

Almost all Urartu settlements were founded on steep rocks
or high hills, affording ease of defense. The capital city Tushpa,
which currently is in the old Van Castle, Toprakkale and
Cavustepe in the same region, Altintepe in Erzincan, Anzavurtepe
in Patnos district of Agri are all significant Urartu settlements,
looking over a plain from the top. The oldest specimens of
Urartu castles are Zivistan (Elmalik) controlling the south of
Van Plain, built by King Ispuini (830-810 B.C.) and Kalecik,
controlling the north. This defense system made up of high
sun dried brick walls and towers built over stone foundations
surrounded the palace, the harem, the temple, cisterns, large
food storerooms and workshops. These structures are
monumental architectural specimens demonstrating the power,
magnificence and wealth of the kingdom to its enemies and
subjects. The remnants of a big palace, the foundation of which
carved directly in rocks, deduced to have three storeys, was
found in Cavustepe. This palace is magnificent enough to reflect
the power of King Il. Sarduri era with its throne hall, meeting
and reception halls, harem suite and numerous rooms opening
to kitchens or main corridors. It is understood from sources
that 5507 people were employed in the palace in Van during
the reign of Rusa II. An early specimen of a patterns, details of
which we know from the Topkapi Palace in the Ottoman Era,
appears in the layout of Urartian Palace. Giriktepe Palace
unearthed near Patnos is yet another Urartu remnant. The
structure, believed to have been constructed during the reign
of Minua, thought to have collapsed because of a fire, most
probably had sun dried walls sitting on stone foundations and
had two storeys. An inner yard, reception halls, a big throne
hall, a store room with pithos, kitchens, storerooms, workshops
and a harem suite which escaped the fire unscathed were
found. The burnt skeletons of 37 people who took refuge there
to save their lives were found in the harem suite. The valuable
jewelry found on these skeletons understood to belong to the
palace, who are mostly women, and the golden, silver and
bronze artifacts found in the other parts of the palace
demonstrate the craftsmanship of Urartians in metal working.
It is a major loss for Anatolian archaeology that no detailed
publication of this excavation was made as in Adilcevaz,
Anzavurtepe.

Urartu temples are almost a part of the palace in major
administrative centers (e.g. Cavustepe, Ayanis, Altintepe,
Erebuni). This shows us that in the theocratic order, the King
of Urartu was the representative of God Haldi and the chief
enforcer of religion.

Ug ayak lizerinde Urartu
bronz kazan

Urartian bronze crucible
on tripod
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Bu da bize teokratik diizende Urartu
kralinin, Tanri Haldi'nin temsilcisi ve
dinin bas uygulayicisi oldugunu
gostermektedir. Genellikle temelleri
siyah bazalttan yapilmis Urartu
tapinaklan, tanrt heykelinin bulundugu
bir kutsal oda (cella), bu merkezi
mekana acilan yan odalar ve avludan
olusan, koseleri rizalitli, kare planl
yapilardir. Bu kule tapinaklarile ytiksek
kuleli Urartu kaleleri, gtinimiz
Fas’'inda Dades ve Draa Vadisi'ndeki
kasbahlarin mimarilerini
andirmaktadir. Dinitorenlerin yapildig
aslil bolim olan avluda bir sunak tasi,
sunak masasi ve torenlerde kullanildigi
anlasilan t¢ ayakli portatif biyik tung
kazanlar bulunmaktaydi. Cavustepe
ve Altintepe tapinaklarinin Gg yani
sutunlu galerilerle cevrilidir. Ozellikle
digerlerinden daha saglam durumda
glnimuize ulasmis olan
Erzincan/Altintepe’deki saray-tapinak
kompleksi, cok renkli zengin duvar
resimleriyle dikkati cekmektedir.
Siiphan Dagr'nin eteklerinde Van
GolU'ne hakim Adilcevaz, Kef
Kalesi’'nde andezit tasindan sur
duvarlan, Uzerleri kabartmalarla sisli
essiz payeleriile Il. Rusa'nin yaptirdig
onemli bir saray yer almaktadir.

Urartu krallari, ciktiklari seferlerden
zaferle donmeleriicin adaklar
sunduklari Savas Tanrisi ve Bastanri
Haldi icin anitsal tapinaklar yani sira,
kayaliklarin tepesinde acik hava
sunaklari ve kayalara oyulmus anitsal
tas kapilar da yaptirmislardir. Biyik
boyutlu ve etrafi cerceveli, kayalara
oyulmus bir kapiyi canlandiran bu
anitlarin onde gelen ornekleri Yesilalic
ile Toprakkale yakinindaki
Meherkapr'dir. Bu anitin tizerindeki
civiyazili kitabede, ¢ok tanrili Urartu
dininin olusturan tanrilarin ve
tanricalarin adlariyla her birine hangi
hayvandan kac tane kurban etmek
gerektigi yazilidir. Tanri listesinin
basinda Haldi, Teiseba, Sivini, Hutuni,
Turani, Ua, Nalaini Sebitu, ve Anapsa
yer almaktadir. Bu onemli yazitta
toplam 69 tanri ve tanricanin adi
gecmektedir. Anadolu’'da cok odali
anitsal kaya mezarlarinin en eski
ornekleri de Urartular tarafindan
yapilmistir. Ozellikle Urartu krallarina
ait bu anitsal kaya mezarlarin en iyi
ornekleri Eski Van Kalesi'nde yer alir.
Bunlar icinde Buytik Horhor Magarasi
olarak da taninan ve girisinde I.
Argisti'nin seferlerinin, zaferlerinin ve
icraatlarinin yazili oldugu ¢ok odali
kaya mezari ise, gerek tarihinin belli
olmasi gerekse plan ve yapilisi
acisindan 6zglin Urartu ozellikleri
nedeniyle ayri bir onem tasimaktadir.
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Civi yazili Urartu kitabesi ile Urartu Migferi(Van Miizesi)

Urartian helmet with juneiform Urartian inscription (Van Museum)

Urartu temples, with mostly black
basalt foundations, are square
buildings with rizalite corners
composed of a sacred room [cella)
containing the statue of the God,
siderooms opening to this central
area, and ayard. These fortress
temples are remisincent of the
Kasbah architecture in Dades and
Draa valleys of today’s Morocco.
There was an offering stone, offering
table and tripod portable large bronze
crucibles understood to have been
used in ceremonies were found in the
yard which was the main part in which
religious ceremonies were held.
Although three sides of Cavustepe
and Altintepe temples were
surrounded by columned galleries,
no trace of such a gallery was found
in the quite early dated Urartu temple
in Anzavurtepe. The palace-temple
complex in Altintepe which is in better
condition than others, draws attention
with its very colorful, rich wall
drawings. At the foot of Stiphan
mountain, there is an important
palace complex from Rusa Il period,
with unique pailles with reliefed
decorations on andezite walls in Kef
Fortress in Adilcevaz overlooking

Lake Van. Urartu Kings also had
outdoor temples and monumental
stone gates carved in stone, built on
top of rock outcrops beside these
monumental temples for War of God
and Chief God Haldi who allowed
them to return to theirwar campaigns
victorious. The most significant ones
of these documents large sized
monuments representing a gate
carved in rocks are Yesilalic and
Meherkapi near Toprakkale. The
cuneiform inscription on this
monument tells the names of gods
and goddesses of the polytheist
Urartu religion and how many of each
animal should be sacrificed for each
one. The list of gods is led by Haldi,
Teiseba, Sivini, Hutuni, Turani, Ua,
Nalaini Sebitu and Anapsa. The
names of 69 gods and goddesses in
total are mentioned in this important
inscription.

The oldest specimens of muilti-
chamber monumental rock tombs in
Anatolia were built by Urartians. The
best examples of these monumental
rock tombs of Urartu kings are found
in old Van Castle.



Bunun yani sira Kayalidere, Palu,
Altintepe, Marifet, Celikli, Yogunhasan
ve Sirinkale'de kayalara oyulmus
mezar odalari bulunmustur. Bunlarin
biylk bolimd yerel yoneticilere aittir.
Kral mezarlar genellikle kayaya
oyulmus merdivenlerle inilen
konumlari, bir blyuk salona agilan
odalariyla diger mezarlardan
ayrilmaktadirlar. Mezar sahibine ait
cesitli esyalarin ve armaganlarin
konuldugu pencere biciminde nisler
vardir. Definecilerin yagmasindan
kurtulabilmis orneklerden anlasildig
kadariyla Urartu mezarlari cok zengin
ve degerli hediyeleri barindirmaktadir.
Ornegin Erzincan yakinlarinda Tahsin
Ozgiic tarafindan kazilan Altintepe'de
yoneticilere ait yeralti mezarlarinda,
kisiler lahitler icinde altin, gtimus ve
degerli taslarla birlikte, gosterisli
giysileriyle gomiilmuslerdir. Mezar
odalarinda altin, gtimus, demir, tung,
fildisi, tas, keramik ve fayanstan
yapilmis sayisiz 6lU hediyeleri ile
birlikte ahsap mobilyalar, tun¢
kazanlar ve bir savas arabasi
birakilmistir. Halk mezarlarinda ise,
kap icinde birakilan yiyeceklerin yani
sira olintin ikinci hayatinda gerekecek
basit ve guindelik kullanim esyalart
gorulmektedir.

Agri ili Tutak ilcesi'ne bagli Atabindi
Koyl yakinindaki kaya mekanlari ise
timuyle ya da kismen yakilmis
olulerin kil ve kemiklerininicine
kondugu kaplarin yerlestirildigi
nislerin, duvarlarda sirali bir sekilde
yer aldigi kremasyon mezarlarinin en
gelismis érneklerinden birisidir.
Urartular sanatin diger dallarinda da
yonetim giiclind tanrilar ve dini
motiflerle pekistirmislerdir. Eserlerin
¢ogunda tanrilar, tanricalar, adak
torenleri, kutsal hayvanlar, kutsal
hayat agaci gibi din temalari veya
seferden zaferle donen krallar, Anzaf
kalkaninda oldugu gibi Urartu'nun
dismanlari ile savasan tanrilar,
savascllar gibi glict simgeleyen
sahneler islenmistir. Ayni tslupta
yapilmis figiirler, sanki belli bir
taslagin ¢ogaltilmis kopyalari gibidir.
Bu nedenle Urartu’da sanatin, saraya
bagli atolyelerdeki sanatcilar eliyle
geleneksel formlarda bizzat kralin
istekleri dogrultusunda Uretildigi
sanilmaktadir.

Urartu seramigi, daha ¢ok saray ve
st yonetimin kullanabilmesi igin
Uretilen, kirmizi perdahl, 6zel iscilik
gosteren kaplarla taninir. Yonca agizli
tek kulplu testiler, kaseler, tabaklar,
kupalar, urneler gibi cok cesitli
ornekler, Urartularin seramik
alaninda eristigi 6zguin tretim
kalitesini yansitmaktadir. Kirmizi
perdahli bu 6zgiin seramik yapimlari
yaklasik 2700 yil sonra, XIX. ytizyilda
Van'dan getirilen “giilbahar” adi

The rock tomb known as the Grand
Horhor Cave at the entrance of which
victories and doings of Arghisti | are
inscribed is even more significant as
its date is known and it is an original
Urartu work in terms of its plan and
construction. Also, tomb chambers
carved in rock were found in
Kayalidere, Palu, Altintepe, Marifet,
Celikli, Yogunhasan, and Sirinkale. A
major portion of these belong to local
rulers. King tombs are different from
others with their positions usually
descended to by stairs carved in rock
and their monumental doors. There
are window shaped niches on the
walls of tomb chambers opening to
a large hall in which the tomb
belongings and gifts of the tomb
inhabitant are placed. The tombs
contained very rich and valuable gifts
as far as it can be figured out from
specimens that manage to escape
the pillage of treasure hunters. For
example, in the underground tombs
of Altintepe rulers excavated by
Tahsin Ozgtic near Erzincan, people
were buried in tombs in ostentatious
outfits with gold, silver and precious
stones. Next to gold, silver, iron,
bronze, ivory, stone, ceramic and tile
gifts for the dead, wooden furniture,
bronze crucibles and a war chariot
were left in tomb chambers. In the
tombs of ordinary people, food in pots
and also simple and daily belongings
that would be needed in the second
life of the dead were found.

Horhor kronigi olarak bilinen Argisti
I'in yazitindan detay

Detail from scripture of Arghisti |
known as Horhor chronicle

Atabindi | rock-cut complex near
Tutak at Agri, is the best example of
the Urartian columbariums that
housing urns which contains the
ashes of the dead.

In other branches of art too, Urartians
have reinforced the power of
administration with gods and religious
motifs. Religious themes like gods,
goddesses, offering ceremonies,
sacred animals and sacred tree of
life or scenes depicting power like
victorious kings returning from a
campaign, gods fighting with Urartu’s
enemies like in the Anzaf shield and
soldiers are depicted in most of the
works. This is seen on wall pictures,
in palaces and temples, on seals and
on forged decorations of offering
shields hung on the outer walls of
temples, helmets and jewels. The
figures of the same style are almost
like reproduced copies of a certain
design. Therefore, it is believed that
artin Urartu was produced through
artists in workshops of the palace in
traditional forms in line with the
wishes of the king himself.

Urartu ceramic is rather known by
red finished pots with special
workmanship created for the palace
and upper administrators. Many
specimens like single-handled
pitchers with clover mouths, bowls,
plates, mugs and urns reflect the
original production power attained
by Urartians in the field of ceramics.
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verilen toprakla perdahlanarak,
Istanbul Tophane’de lleci
¢amurundan dretilmis karakteristik
seramiklerde tekrar karsimiza
cikmaktadir.

Urartu sanaty, itk donemlerinde biyiik
olcude Mezopotamya kdilturlerinin,
ozellikle de Assur sanatinin etkisi
altinda kalmis gorilmektedir. Uslup
ve geleneksel anlatim Assur, ancak
icerik ve bicimsel unsurlar Urartu'ya
has ozellikler tasimaktadir. Daha
sonra Yeni Assur sanatindan etkili
ama bagimsiz olan 6zgun bir Urartu
sanative mimarligi gelismistir. Il. Rusa
donemi, bu 6zgiin sanatin en
karakteristik orneklerinin verildigi bir
surectir. Bugiin basta Rusya, Ingiltere,
Almanya, Fransa, ABD, Japonya ve
israil'deki miize ve koleksiyonlarda,
Urartu saray kullanimina ait cok
saylda tizerleri giviyazili migfer, kalkan,
kemer, sadak, at kosum takimlari,
silahlar, mobilya parcalari gibi Urartu
eserleri bulunmaktadir. Ancak ne
yazik ki, tim bu Ulke muzelerinin yer
verdigi bu eserleri yaratmis uygarligin
baskenti Van'da, bugtin Urartu
uygarliginin gorkemini yansitacak
anlayista ve zenginlikte bir miize
bulunmamaktadir.

1960'lardan sonra Dogu Anadolu’da
yapilan kazilarda ¢ok sayida Urartu
merkezi guin isigina cikaritmistir.
Bunlaricinde Toprakkale (Van),
Altintepe (Erzincan), Adilcevaz (Bitlis),
Aznavurtepe (Agri), Cavustepe (Van),
Kayalidere (Bingdl) sayilabilir.
1990’lardan itibaren Van Bolgesi'nde
Ayanis, Yukari ve Asagi Anzaf, Eski
Van Kalesi ve Hoyugu, Karagtindiiz de
yapilan yeni kazilarda Urartu
uygarligina ait pek cok yeni bulgular
elde edilmistir. llk donemlerde Tahsin
Ozglic, Afif Erzen, Emin Bilgic, Baki
Ogtin, Kemal Balkan; gtinimizde
Taner Tarhan, Veli Sevin, Altan
Cilingiroglu, Oktay Belli gibi degerli
bilim adamlarimizin biytik ozverilerle
stirdirdukleri kazi ve arastirmalar,
bu sira disi uygarligi daha iyi
anlamamizi saglamistir.

Ote yandan Dogu ve Giineydogu
Anadolu’nun sorunlarini akillica
¢ozmek istiyorsak, Urartu Donemi'ni
her yonuyle cok iyi irdelememiz
gerekmektedir. Bayindirlik alaninda,
bolge cografyasini tarihte en iyi
degerlendiren ulus olduklar,
biraktiklari eserlerden
anlasilmaktadir. Ozellikle son
donemde elde edilen bulgularla yeni
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Bronz Urartu aslani / Bronze Urartian lion

Bronz Urartu kemeri/ Bronze Urartian belt

These original ceramic works with
red finish interestingly reappear in
characteristic ceramic ware created
from pipe clay in Tophane, finished
with clay called “gtilbahar” brought
from Van, approximately 2700 years
later in XIX Century.

It is observed that in early periods,
Urartian art was rather under the
influence of Mesopotamian cultures,
especially Assyrian art. The style and
tradition expression has
characteristics from Assyrian culture
but content and form elements are
specific to Urartu. Later, an original
Urartu artand architecture influenced
by, yet independent of the new
Assyrian art. Today, there are
numerous helmets, shields, belts,
quivers, harnesses, weapons and
furniture components with cuneiform
inscriptions are found in museums
and collections in Russia, England,
Germany, France, USA, Japan and
Israel. Unfortunately, there is no
museum in the concept and of

richness to reflect the magnificence
of Urartu civilization today in Van, the
capital of this civilization, incorporated
by all world museums.

In the excavations made in Eastern
Anatolia after 1960s, many Urartian
settlements were unearthed.
Toprakkale (Van), Altintepe (Erzincan),
Adilcevaz (Bitlis), Aznavurtepe (Agri),
Cavustepe (Van) and Kayalidere
(Bingdl) may be enumerated among
these. In the new excavations made
in Ayanis, Upper and Lower Anzaf,
Old Van Castle and Hoyuk and
Karaglindiz in Van area since 1990s,
many new artifacts were discovered
from Urartu civilization. Excavations
and research carried out by our
distinguished archaeologist like
Tahsin Ozgtic, Afif Erzen, Emin Bilgic,
Baki Oguin and Kemal Balkan in early
periods, and Taner Tarhan, Veli Sevin,
Altan Cilingiroglu and Oktay Belli today
have allowed us to understand this
extraordinary civilization better.



sehirler, kaleler, saraylar, baglar,
bahceler, barajlar kurmasinin yani
sira tapinakta hizmet etmek
istemeyenin ¢orak topraklardan tas
toplayarak ekilecek alan
kazandirilmasinin da esdeger ibadet
olacaginiyazitlarinda belirten Il. Rusa,
Anadolu tarihinin cok farkl bir
sahsiyeti olarak karsimiza
ctkmaktadir. Ilginctir ki biz onu daha
yeni yeni tanimaya basliyoruz.

Ote yandan, bu eserlerin yapimindaki
irade ve dustince degerlerini daha iyi
¢ozimleyebilirsek, Urartularin
Batr'daki uygarliklardan cok once, pek
cok siradisi basariyi gerceklestirdigini
gorebiliriz. Bu acidan Dogu
Anadolu’daki Urartu mirasini 6zenle
ve dikkatle korumaliyiz. Bugiine kadar
kacak kazilarla ve define bulma
amaciyla yapilan tahribatlarin, bu
uygarliga ait pek cok degerli bilgiyi ve
bulguyu yok ettigini de unutmamaliyiz.

On the other hand, if we want to
resolve the problems of Eastern and
South Eastern Anatolia, we have to
analyze the Urartu period thoroughly
in every respect. It is understood from
the works they have left that they were
the nation who utilized the geography
of the region best in history, especially
in the area of public works.

If we can grasp the will and ideas in
construction of these works better,
we can see that Urartians achieved
many extraordinary successes long
before the civilizations in the west.
Therefore, we must protect the Urartu
heritage in Eastern Anatolia carefully.
We must not forget that the
destruction caused by illegal
excavations and for treasure hunts
caused knowledge to disappear.

Kirmizi perdahli Urartu seramik
ornekleri (Van Miizesi)

Urartian ceramic specimens with red
finish (Van Museum)
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