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2006 yili ihracat hedefi

75 milyar $

Tuncer Kayalar; ihracatimizda son dsnemde yasanan memnuniyet
verici gelismenin ardinda, Miistesarligimiz tarafindan son yillarda
uygulanan kapsamli stratejik dis ticaret politikalari cok nemli rol
oynamaktadir.

58. Hiikiimet tarafindan hazirlanan “Acil Eylem Plani"nda “ihracat
icin Stratejik Planlama” yapilmasi gorevi Dis Ticaret Mustesarligi'na
verilmistir. Bu cercevede, ihracatin sorunlarini birebir yasayan
ihracatcilarimizin etkin katiimi ve destegi ile “ihracat Stratejik
Plani (2004-2006)" calismasi hazirlanmis olup, bu plan ile
ihracatimizin icinde bulundugu giincel sorunlar ve bunlara iliskin
kisa vadeli coziimler yerine, yapisal sorunlar ve bunlara iliskin
alinmasi gereken tedbirler belirlenmistir.

ALY

Seramik Tiirkiye; Son yillarda Dis Ticaret Miistesarligi’'nin basarili
calismalaryaptigiis cevreleri tarafindan biliniyor. Kurumunuz
ve calismalariniz hakkinda bizi aydinlatir misiniz?

Tuncer Kayalar

Dis Ticaret Mustesari
Undersecretary of Foreign Trade

Réportaj / Interview : Seramik Tiirkiye

Seramik Tiirkiye; The business community is aware that the
Undersecretary of Foreign Trade has been successfulin its
endeavors in recent years. Could you enlighten us about your
organization and your activities?

Tuncer Kayalar; Underlying the positive developments experienced
lately in our exports are comprehensive strategic international trade
policies implemented by our Undersecretariat in recent years.

In the emergency action plan prepared by the 58th government,
the task of making “Strategic Planning for Exports” was assigned
to the Undersecretariat of Foreign Trade. In this framework, with
active participation and support of our exporters who experience
the issues of exporting on one-on-one basis; the “Export Strategic
Plan (2004-2006)" has been prepared, which specifies the structural
problems and precautions that must be taken against them instead
of the current problems our exports face and the short-term
solutions for these.



Plan’in genel amaci “siirdiiriilebilir ihracat artisini saglayacak
ihracat yapisini olusturmak” olarak tespit edilmistir. Bu amaca
ulasilmasinda, pazarlama, bilgi teknolojileri, finansman ve destek
mekanizmalari, ikili ve cok tarafli ticari iliskiler ile kurumsal yapi,
isbirligi ve koordinasyon konulari bes dncelikli alan olarak
belirlenmistir. Kamu/6zel sektor temsilcilerinin katiimiyla
calismalari siirdiiriilen ihracat Stratejik Plani ¢ercevesinde 2006
yili sonundaki 75 milyar dolarlik ihracat hedefinin rahatlikla asilmasi
beklenmektedir.

Miistesarligimizca 2000 yiinda “Komsu ve Cevre Ulkeler ile Ticareti

Gelistirilmesi Stratejisi” yurirlige konulmustur.

“Komsu ve Cevre Ulkeler Stratejisi” ile “Afrika Ulkeleri Stratejisi”
kapsaminda elde edilen basarili sonuglar ile Diinya ticaretindeki
son gelismeler ve egilimler ¢ercevesinde, bahsekonu uygulamalarin
devami niteliginde, “Asya-Pasifik Ulkeleri ile Ticari ve Ekonomik
iliskileri Gelistirme Stratejisi"nin 2005 yilinin basindan itibaren
Mustesarligimiz tarafindan uygulamaya konulmasi
ongorilmektedir.

Sozkonusu stratejilerile;

e ihracatimizda karsilasilan ve yapisal sorun olan sektorel ve
bolgesel bagimliligi bertaraf etmek,

e Anilan pazarlara ihracatimizin artirilmasi,

e KOBI'lerin bolge iilkelerine aciiminin saglanmasi,

¢ Uygun sektorlerin dogrudan yatirnm seklinde bolgeye
aktarilmasin,

¢ Miteahhitlik ve misavirlik sektoriimiziin bu bolgelerde daha
etkin kilinmasi,

e Tirk sanayisi icin uygun fiyatlarla dogrudan hammadde temini
¢ Bolge ulkelerine Tirkiye'den teknoloji transferinin
gerceklestirilmesi hedeflenmistir.

Bu kapsamda gectigimiz donemde bu bolgelerde hedef olarak
belirlenen tlkeler ile yasal altyapinin olusturulmasini saglayacak
temel anlasmalar, KEK toplantilari, Ticaret heyetleri, alim heyetleri,
miteahhitlik heyetleri, fuar ve sergi organizasyonlari
gerceklestirilmistir.

izninizle bu stratejilerin uygulamaya konulmasi ile elde ettigimiz
basarilar konusunda birkag noktaya deginecegim. Komsu ve ¢evre
tlkelerin 2000 yilinda toplam ticaret hacmimiz icindeki pay1 %22'den
2003 yiinda bu oran %26’ya yiikselmistir. 2004 yilinda ise, anilan
tlkelerin toplam ticaretimizdeki payinin %29,4’e cikmasi
ongorilmektedir.

Komsu ve cevre Ulkelere yonelik 2000 yiindaki ihracatimiz 6,22
milyar $ iken, 2003 yilinda %101 oraninda bir artisla 12,53 milyar
$'a ulasmustir. 2004 yili sonu itibartylakomsu ve cevre tlkelere
yonelik ihracatimizin 2000 yilina gore %210 oraninda artarak 17
milyar $'a ulasmasi hedeflenmektedir.

2003 yiinda komsu ve cevre llkelerde Ustlenilen miiteahhitlik
projelerinin toplam tutari 3,1 milyar $'a ulasmistir. 2004 yili itibariyla
bu rakamin %30'luk bir artisla 4 milyar $'a yikselmesi
beklenmektedir. 2000 yilinda 1,35 Milyar $ olan Afrika’ya yonelik
ihracatimiz 2003 yilinda, % 56 oraninda bir artis kaydederek 2,1
milyar $'a ulasmistir.

Afrika'ya gelince;

Afrika’ya yonelik 2004 yili ihracatimizin bir 6nceki yila gore %40
oraninda bir artis gostererek 3 milyar $'a ylikselmesi
beklenmektedir.
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The overall objective of the plan was set as “creating the export
structure to ensure sustainable increase in exports”. Five areas
being; marketing, information technologies, financing and support
mechanisms, bilateral and multilateral business relationships and
corporate structure, cooperation and coordination were designated
as priority areas to achieve this objective. It is expected that the 75
billion-dollar export target for end of 2006 will be surpassed easily
under the export strategic plan on which studies are being pursued
with the participation of public/private sector representatives.

In this context, our Undersecretariat has implemented the “Strategy
for Developing Trade with Neighboring and Peripheral Countries”
in 2000 and the “Strategy for Development of Economic Relations
with Africa” in 2003.

In light of the successful results obtained under the Neighboring
and Peripheral Countries Strategy” and the “African Countries
Strategy” and the latest developments and trends in world trade,
implementation by our Undersecretariat of the “Strategy for
Development of Business and Economic Relations with Asian-
Pasific Countries™ starting from early 2005 as a continuation of
the said implementations.

The said strategies target the following:

e To eliminate sectoral and regional dependency encountered in
our exports, which is a structural problem

e Increase of our exports to the said markets

¢ Achievement of SMSEs being opened to countries of the region
e Transfering of appropriate sectors to the region in the form of
direct investments

e Making our contracting and consultancy sector more efficient
in these regions

e Direct procurement of raw materials for Turkish industry in
affordable prices

e Transfer of technology to countries of the region from Turkey
hedeflenmistir.

In this framework, in the most recent period, basic agreements
that will ensure that the legal infrastructure is formed with countries
set as targets in these regions, Joint Trade Commission Meetings,
Trade committees, purchase committees, contracting committees
and trade fair and exhibition organizations were realized. With your
permission, | will touch upon a few points on the successes we
achieved by implementation of these strategies.

The share of neighboring and peripheral countries within our total
trade volume in 2000 was 22 %, yet this figure has risen to 26 %
in 2003. It is envisaged that in 2004, the share of our total trade
volume of the said countries will go up to 29.4 %. Our exports to
neighboring and peripheral countries has gone from $ 6.22 billion
in 2000, up to $ 12.53 billion in 2003, with an increase of 101 %.

It is targeted that our exports to neighboring and peripheral
countries will reach $ 17 billion by end of 2004 with an increase of
210 %, compared to 2000. The total amount of the contracting
projects taken on in neighboring and peripheral countries has
reached $ 3.1 billion. It is envisaged that this figure goes up to $
4 billion by the end of 2004, with an increase of 30 %. Our exports
to Africa, which amounted to $ 1.35 billion in 2000, has reached $
2.1 billion, with an increase of 56 % in 2003.

Turning to Africa;
Itis expected that our exports to Africa in 2004 will rise to $ 3 billion,
with an increase of 40 %, compared to the previous year.
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Afrika’ya yonelik ihracatimiz 2004 yilinda 2000 yilina gore %131
oraninda artis gosterecektir. Afrika kitasinin toplam ithalati 2003
yilinda 166 milyar $ olarak gerceklesmistir.

2003 yiinda Afrika Ulkelerinde stlenilen miiteahhitlik projelerinin
toplam tutari 675 milyon $'a ulasmistir. 2004 yili itibariyla bu rakam
%78'lik rekor bir artisla yaklasik 1,2 milyar $'a yiikselmistir.

Uzerinde 6nemle durdugumuz projelerden biri de, “Turquality
Projesi”dir. Bu proje, ihrac trtinlerimizin olumlu Ttrk maliimajinin
gelistirilmesi ve markalasma potansiyeli bulunan trinlerimizin
desteklenmesini teminen Ekim 2004 te uygulamaya konulmustur.

Dahilde isleme Rejiminin Elektronik Ortama Aktarilmasi Projesi
ile Dahilde isleme Rejimi uygulamasina etkinlik ve siirat
kazandirilacak olup, firmalarin belge talebi basvurularinin yani sira
bahse konu basvurularin ihracat Genel Mudurlugl ve ihracatc
Birlikleri Genel Sekreterlikleri tarafindan degerlendirilmesi
islemlerinin de elektronik ortamda yapilmasi ile zaman kaybi
onlenecektir.

Proje kapsaminda yapilan calismalar tamamlanmis olup, proje
kullanicilarinin gorus ve onerileri dogrultusunda revize, test ve
deneme calismalari halen surdiridlmektedir.

S.T.: Seramik Sektorii nakliye yogun bir sektérdiir. Ulkemizde
nakliye genellikle karayollari ile yapilmaktadir. Ulkemizde
demiryolu ulasimi ve tasimaciligi simirlidir. Tiirkiye'nin yiik
tasimaciliginin ancak % 4'lik kismi demiryolu ile yapiliyor. Devlet
Demiryollari verilerine gore, gegtigimiz yil ithal ve ihrag edilen
drunlerin 1 milyon714 bin tonu demiryolu ile tasindi. Limanlarimizin
dayeterli oldugunu ve verimli calistigini soyleyemeyiz. Demiryollar
fabrikalara ulasmamakta, demiryolu denizyolu baglantilarindaki
eksiklikler dikkati cekmektedir. Turkiye ile Avrupa llkeleri
arasindaki ticaretin bir bolimu demiryolu ile yapiliyor.
Demiryollarinin ihracatta ve ithalatta daha etkin bir sekilde
kullanilmasi icin ne gibi calismalar yapiyorsunuz?

Bunlara ilaveten armatorlerin izmir Limani'ndaki sikisiklik
nedeniyle tasima ticretlerine % 20- % 25 oraninda zam yaptiklarini
ve bu parayi uzunca bir siiredir aldiklarini biliyoruz. Bu tiir plan
program disi uygulamalar ihracatci firmalar agisindan biiyiik bir
maliyet ortaya cikariyor. Bu konularla ilgili ne gibi calismalar
yaplyorsunuz?

T.K.: Demiryollarinin ihracat ve ithalat tasimaciligindaki payinin
artmasil, % &'lik oranin daha yliksek olmasi gerektigi konusunda
sizinle hemfikirim. Ancak 1965 yilinda 8000 km olan demiryollari
uzunlugu gecen 40 yilicerisinde ancak 8700 km'lere ulasabilmistir.
Demiryolu tasimaciligi ekonomik olmakla beraber yatirim maliyetinin
yiiksek olmasi bu konudaki takdiri hiikiimet iradesine birakmaktadir.

ihracatcilarimizin izmir Limani'nda 6demek zorunda kaldiklari
sikisiklik priminin kaldirilmasina yonelik olarak gerek
Mistesarligimizin gerekse Ulastirma Bakanligimizin calismalari
devam etmektedir. Esas itibariyle izmir Limaninin ellegleme
kapasitesi 550.000 TEU olmakla beraber bu yilin sonunda konteyner
trafiginin 800.000 TEU'yu asmasi bekleniyor. Kapasitenin Gzerindeki
bu talebin bir darbogaza yol acmasi ise kacinilmaz bir gercek
olarak karsimiza ¢cikmakta. Ulastirma Bakanligi nezdinde yaptigimiz
girisimler neticesinde, 2004 yilinin sonunda sdzkonusu limanda
planlanlanan saha genisletme, otomasyon ve benzeri iyilestirme
calismalarinin tamamlanmis olacagini 6grenmis bulunmaktayiz.
Ocak ayinda ihracatcilarimizdan sikisiklik priminin alinmaya devam
edilmesi halinde, ilgili taraflari biraraya getiren genis katiliml bir
platformda sorunun ¢oziimiine yonelik arayislarimiz devam
edecektir.

Our exports to Africa will show an increase of 131 % in 2004,
compared to 2000. The total import volume of the African continent
was $ 166 billion in 2003.

The total amount of the contracting projects taken on in African
countries in 2003 has risen to $ 675 million. This figure has reached
approximately $ 1.2 billion with a record increase of 78 % as of the
end of 2004.

Another project we are committed to is the “Turquality Project”.
This Project was launched in October 2004 to ensure that the
positive Turkish product image of our export goods are developed
and our products with brandization potential are supported.

Domestically, the Transfer of Processing Regime to Electronic
Medium Project and implementation of the Domestic Processing
Regime will be made more efficient and accelerated and loss of
time will be prevented by the electronic process of evaluation of
certificate request applications by firms and their processing by
General Directorate of Exports and General Secretariat of Exporters
Unions. The efforts being made under the Project have been
completed and revision testing and trial work is still pursued in
line with the views and recommendations of project users.

S.T.:The Ceramic Sector is a transportation-intensive one.
Transportation in our country is usually done by highways. Railroad
access and transportation in our country is limited. Only 4 %
portion of cargo transportation is done by railroad in Turkey.
According to State Railways data, 1,714,000 tons of imported and
exported goods were carried by railway last year. We cannot say
that our ports are adequate and that they function efficiently either.
Railways cannot reach factories and deficiencies in railway, seaway
links draw attention. Part of the trade between Turkey and
European countries is done by railway. What type of work do you
pursue for more effective employment of railways in exports and
imports?

In addition to these, we know that ship owners have increased
freight by 20-25 % due to the jam in the port of Izmir and that they
have been collecting this money for quite a long time. This type
of implementations outside any plan or program create a great
cost for exporting firms. What type of studies are you carrying out
regarding this?

T.K.: | concur that the share in export and import transportation
of railways has to increase and that the 4 % figure should be higher.
However, the length of railways that was 8,000 km in 1965, has
only reached 8,700 km during the 40 years that elapsed. Although
railway transportation is economical, its high cost leaves the matter
to the discretion of the government.

Both our department and also the Ministry of Transportation are
making efforts for lifting of the jam premium our exporters have
to pay at Izmir Port. Basically, the handling capacity of Port of Izmir
is 550,000 TEU; yet, it is expected that container traffic surpassed
800,000 TEU at the end of the year. That such a demand over
capacity will give rise to a bottleneck confronts us as an inevitable
reality. As a result of the initiatives we have taken before the Ministry
of transportation, we have learned that the area expansion,
automation and similar rehabilitation work scheduled at the Port
will be completed by the end of 2004. If the jam premium is still
collected from our exporters in January, we will seek to resolve
the matter at a platform with comprehensive participation, bringing
the applicable parties together.



S.T.: Konteyner temininde ve tasimaciliginda sikintilarimiz had
safhadadir. Marmara Bolgesi'nin onemli bir ihracat kapisi olan
Bandirma Limanr'nin uluslararasi konteyner tasimaciligina
acilmasi igin ne gibi calismalar yapilmaktadir ?

T.K.: Konu esas itibari ile Ulastirma Bakanligi'nin uhdesinde olmakla
beraber anilan limana bir konteyner hatti saglanmis ancak hatta
yeterli talebin olmamasi nedeniyle su an icin hizmet

verilmemektedir. Sektorlerden bu yonde gelecek bir taleple ilgili
olarak Mustesarligimiz gerekli destek ve girisimlerde bulunacaktir.

S.T.: AB iilkeleriile Tiirkiye arasindaki ticari isbirlikleri hangi
durumdadir? Bu ticariisbirliklerinin Tiirkiye'ye saglayacagi faydalar
nelerdir? AB lilkelerinin Tiirkiye’de yapmayi diistindiikleri nitelikli
sanayi bolgeleri var mi?

T.K.: Bu sorunuzdan AB ile ticari iliskilerimizde gelinen noktayi
ogrenmek istediginizi anliyorum. Bildiginiz gibi, 1980’lerden bu
gline ihracata donuk biylime stratejisi cercevesinde dis ticarette
benimsedigimiz liberal politikalar dogrultusunda, AB ile Gimriik
Birligine giderek, Diinya ekonomisi ve ticaretinde énemli bir yere
sahip olan bir bloga ticari entegrasyon gerceklestirdik.

Halihazirda, ticaretinin yarisini gerceklestirdigi AB, Turkiye'nin en
biyUk ticaret ortagidir. AB'nin 2003 yiinda ihracatimiz i¢indeki pay!
yaklasik %55 iken, ithalatimiz icindeki payr %48 diizeyinde
gerceklesmistir. 2004 yilinda 10 aylik rakamlar itibariyle AB'ye
ihracatimizin 28 milyar dolara, ithalatimizin ise 37 milyar dolara
yaklastigini gormekteyiz. Son veriler isiginda 2004 yilinda AB ile
ticaret hacmimizin 70 milyar dolari asmasini bekliyoruz. AB'nin
2003 yili dis ticaret rakamlarina baktigimizda ise, Tiirkiye'nin, AB'nin
ithalatinda 11’inci, ihracatinda ise 10'uncu sirada bulundugunu
goruyoruz. Kanimca, bu rakamlar her iki tarafin da birbiri icin
vazgecilmez ticaret ortagi oldugunu dogrulamaktadir.

AB ile gerceklestirilen GUmrik Birligi'nin, tam Uyelik hedefiiceren
bir ortaklik tizerine kurulmus olmasi nedeniyle, basit bir gimriik
birliginin iceriginden daha kapsamli oldugu soylenebilir. Bu
kapsamda, Turkiye kendi i¢ pazarini uluslararasi normlara
uydurmak ve bir ¢cok alanda AB standartlarini kabul etmek zorunda
kalmistir.

Tdrkiye bir yandan AB pazarina diger Gclncd tlkelere nazaran
daha avantajli giris imkani saglarken bir yandan da, i¢ pazarini AB

Turkiye'de surdurulebilir
bir ihracat artisini saglayacak

bir ihracat yapisi olustu mu?

Has an export structure to ensure
a sustainable increase in exports been formed in Turkey?

Ulkemizde sanayide kullanilan elektrik
fiyati, OECD ortalamasinin %96
uzerindedir. Bu veri satinalma glicu
paritesine gore hesaplandiginda, fark
%170 olmaktadir.
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S.T.: Our difficulties are at acute levels in procurement and
transportation of containers. What is being done for opening of
the Bandirma Port, which is a significant export portal of Marmara
Region, to international container transportation?

T.K.: Although the matter is basically under the domain of the
Ministry of Transportation, a container line has been provided to
the said Port, yet there is no service rendered at the moment as
there is no adequate demand. Our Undersecretariat will give the
necessary support and taken the initiatives if there should be such
a demand.

S.T.: What is the state of trade cooperation between EU countries
and Turkey? What benefits will such trade cooperation afford to
Turkey? Are there qualified industrial zones EU countries consider
establishing in Turkey.

T.K.: From this question, | understand that you want to know the
point arrived at our trade relations with EU. As you know, under
the liberal policies we adopted in foreign trade under the framework
of the export-oriented growth strategy since 1980s up to the present,
we achieved a trade integration with a block with a significant
position in the world economy and trade by going into customs
union with EU.

At the present; EU, with which Turkey undertakes one half of its
trade, is its largest trade partner. Where EU’s share of our exports
in 2003 was approximately 55 %, its share of our imports has been
about 48 %. We see that in terms of the figures for ten months in
2004, our exports to EU are close to 28 billion Dollars and our
imports are near 37 billion Dollars. We expect that our trade volume
with EU goes over 70 billion Dollars in 2004.

Looking at the foreign trade figures of EU for 2003, we see that
Turkey ranks 11th inimports and 10th in exports of EU. In my
opinion, these figures confirm that both sides are indispensable
trade partners for each other. As the Customs Union realized with

The price of electricity used in our country
is 96 % above the OECD average. When
one calculates this figure based on the
Purchasing Power Parity, the difference
becomes 170 %.
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ve diger uclncu Ulkelerin rekabetine acmistir. Turkiye ile AB
arasindaki Gimrik Birligi'nin, Tirk dis ticaretindeki serbestlesme
slirecine yeni bir ivme kazandirarak, Tiirkiye'nin diinyanin onemli
bir kismina karsi ticari anlamda acilma siirecini hizlandirdigi ve
gelecekteki dis ticari iliskilerini sekillendirecek yeni bolgesel
yapilanmalarin kapisini aralamakta oldugu gortlmektedir.

Bu guine kadar yasanan gelismeler, yurirlige girmesinden itibaren
Turk sanayiini yogun uluslararasi rekabet ile karsi karsiya birakan
GUmrik Birligi'nin, ayni zamanda ulkemizin yeni diinya dizeni ile
entegre olmasini saglayacak zorlayici bir siireci de baslattigini
gostermektedir. Bu dogrultuda sektorlerimiz, dinamik yapilari ve
uretimdeki esneklikleri sayesinde bu rekabet ortamina uyum
saglayabilmislerdir. Gimrik Birligi kapsaminda AB normlarinin
ustlenilmesine yonelik olarak attigimiz adimlarin, katiim
miizakerelerinin baslamasiyla oniimiizdeki donemde daha da iyi
anlasilacagini distintyorum.

Diger taraftan, AB lilkelerinden nitelikli sanayi bolgesi kurulmasina
yonelik olarak tarafimiza ulasan herhangi bir talep olmamustir.
Ustelik boyle bir talebin gelmesinin, gerek AB'de yiiriirliikte bulunan
serbest bolgelere iliskin mevzuat kapsaminda, gerekse Gumrik
Birligi'nin esaslar dusunuldugunde, zor oldugu kanaatindeyim.

S.T.:Tiirkiye'deki serbest bolgeler basarili oldular mi? Bu konudaki
diisiincelerinizi bizimle paylasir misiniz?

T.K.: Sayilari 21'e ulasan serbest bdlgelerimiz son yillardaki
performanslart ile dis ticaret politikamizdaki yerlerini
glclendirmislerdir. Serbest bolgelerin 2004 yili itk on aylk donemine
ait ticaret hacmi rakamlari, 2003 yilinin toplam ticaret hacmi olan
16 milyar dolari gegerek 17,8 milyar dolar olarak gerceklesmistir.
Serbest bolgeler ticaret hacminin 2004 yili sonunda 20 milyar
dolarin Gzerine cikmasi beklenmektedir.

2003 yili sonunda serbest bolgelerde 3.838 olan firma sayisi 2004
yili EKim ay1 sonunda 4.118’e ulasmustir. Kullanicilarin faaliyet
konulari ve sirket sermaye yapilari kapsaminda bir inceleme
yapildiginda ise 2003 yili sonunda 636 olan uretici firma sayisinin
2004 yili Ekim ay1 sonu itibariyle 758’e, 622 olan yabanci sermayeli
firmalarin sayisinin ise 665'e ulastigr gorilmistir. Serbest
bolgelerde bir cok yeni firmanin faaliyete gecmesi, ticaret hacminin
hizla artmasinin yani sira yil basindan bu yana serbest bolgelerde
7.000 kisiye yeni is imkani yaratilmasinda da buyik katki saglamustir.
Boylelikle, serbest bolgelerde istihdam edilen personel sayisi
39.000°i asmustir.

2004 yiinin ilk on ayinda ticaret hacmindeki artisin daha cok
Turkiye'ye yonelik ticaret hacmindeki artis seklinde gorilmesinin
serbest bolgelerin basarisi konusunda ne yazik ki yanlis ve eksik
degerlendirmelere yol actigi gozlemlenmektedir. Oysa ki serbest
bélgelerin kurulus amaglari arasinda yer alan ekonominin girdi
ihtiyacinin ucuz ve diizenli sekilde temini hedefi dogrultusunda
serbest bolgelerden yurticine yapilan satislarin yiizde 82'sinden
fazlasinin hammadde ve ara mali ticaretinden olustugu
gorulmektedir. Boylelikle, 6zellikle ihrac trinlerinin imalatinda
gerek duyulan hammaddeler ve ara mallari serbest bolgelerden
en uygun kosullarda saglanmis olmaktadir. Serbest bolgeler ticaret
hacminin 2004 yili itk on aylik donemi sektorel olarak incelendiginde,
2003 yilina benzer sekilde, sanayi Urlnleri ticaretinin toplam ticaret
uzerine ciktigi gorilmektedir. Diger taraftan, 2003 yiinda 100.4
trilyon Turk Lirasinin tstiinde gelir elde edilmis olan Serbest
Bolgeler Ozel Hesabi'ndan 2004 yilinda kaydedilecek gelirin ise
131 trilyon Tirk Lirasini asacagi tahmin edilmektedir.

EU is established on a partnership involving the full membership
target, it can be said that it is more comprehensive than the contents
of a simple customs union. In this context, Turkey has been forced
to bring its domestic market in harmony with international norms
and to accept EU standards in many areas.

On the one hand; Turkey has obtained the opportunity of entering
the EU market at an advantage to other third countries, on the
other hand, opening its domestic market to the competition of EU
and other third countries. It is observed that the Customs Union
between Turkey and EU has accelerated Turkey’s opening to a
significant part of the world commercial-wise and is opening the
door of new regional structures which will shape its future
international trade relations by accelerating the liberalization
process in Turkey's international trade.

The developments encountered until today show that the Customs
Union, which has left the Turkish industry face to face with fierce
international competition until its implementation, has also initiated
a forcing process which will allow our country to be integrated to
the new world order. To that end, our industries have managed to
adapt to this competitive environment due to their dynamic
structures and production flexibilities. | believe that the steps we
have taken for adopting EU norms under the Customs Union will
be better perceived in the upcoming period with starting of accession
negotiations.

On the other hand, no demand has been made by EU countries for
establishment of any qualified industrial zones. Furthermore, |
believe that such a demand would be quite difficult under the free
zone regulations in effect in EU and also the principles of the
Customs Union.

S.T.: Have the Free Trade Zones in Turkey been successful? Could
you share your thoughts on them with us?

T.K.: Our free trade zones, numbering 21, have reinforced their
position in our international trade policy with their recent
performances. The trade volume figures for free trade zones for
the first ten months of 2004 was 17.8 billion Dollars, surpassing
the figure of 16 billion Dollars, which was the total trade volume
for 2003. It is expected that the trade volume of free trade zones
will go over 20 billion Dollars by the end of 2004.

The number of firms in free trade zones which was 3,838 at the
end of 2003, has reached 4,118 by the end of October 2004. A review
made on the lines of business and company shareholdings of users
shows that the number of production firms, which was 636 at the
end of 2003, has gone up to 758 by the end of October 2004; the
number of firms with foreign capital, which was 622, going up to
665. The fact that many new firms have started operating in free
trade zones has contributed to the rapid increase in the trade
volume and has contributed to a great extent in creation of new
job opportunities to 7,000 people in free trade zones since the
beginning of the year. Thus, the number of personnel employed
in the free trade zones ahs reached 39,000.

It is observed that unfortunately, the fact that the increase in the
trade volume in the first ten months of 2004 is seen more as an
increase in the trade volume directed to Turkey, leads to wrong
and incomplete assessments on the success of free trade zones.
Yet, it is observed that more than 82 % of the sales made from the
free trade zones into the country are raw material and semi-
processed goods sales in line with the objective of inexpensive and
regular supply of the input needs of the economy which is among
the foundation objectives of free trade zones. Thus, raw materials



Bu rakamlarin degerlendirilmesi neticesinde, serbest bolgelerin
Turk sanayiini gerek girdi gerekse lojistik olarak destekleyen dnemli
bir dis ticaret araci oldugu acik olarak gorilmektedir. Onlimiizdeki
donemde, serbest bolgelerin tedarik zinciri ve lojistik alaninda
daha da etkili bir yapiya kavusturulmasi icin ¢alismalarimiz
strdurulecektir.

S.T.: Cin’den yapilan ithalat, seramik sektdriini ozellikle granit
karolar olarak bilinen porselen seramik kaplama malzemelerinde
rahatsiz ediyor. SKM ithalatinda gozetim uygulamasi baslattiginizi
biliyoruz. Bu uygulama basariya ulasti mi? Avrupa ulkelerive
Amerika bu tilkeye karsi kendi sanayisini korumak uizere ¢esitli
tedbirler almakta. Kendi pazarlarimizi Cin triinlerinden korumak
icin neler yapabiliriz?

T.K.: Bu konuya iliskin olarak sektorden gelen talepleri ve ithalatin
seyrini degerlendirerek, olasi bir zarar tehdidine karsi gozetim
uygulamasi baslatilmistir. Gozetim uygulamasi bir korunma onlemi
olmayip, usulstiz unsurlar icerme riski ytiksek olan ithal islemlerinin
gerceklesmeden once detayli olarak incelenmesine imkan
tanimaktadir. Bununla birlikte, caydirici etkisi gozoniine alindiginda
dolayli bir koruma etkisi de bulunmaktadir.

Diger taraftan, haksiz rekabet unsurlari iceren ithalata karsi telafi
edici tedbirleri almaya imkan veren “haksiz rekabetin 6nlenmesi
(anti-damping) mevzuati” ile i¢ pazardaki rekabet ortaminin ithal
Urtnler nedeni ile yerli tretimin aleyhine aniden bozulmasi
durumunda kullanilabilen “korunma Gnlemleri (safeguard)
mevzuatl”, Turkiye'nin uluslar arasi hak ve yikimliliklerine
uygun olarak ihtiyaci olan korumayi saglayacak araglarimizdir. Bu
araclari en etkin sekilde kullanabilmek icin gerekli olan insan
kaynaklari Mistesarligimiz biinyesinde bulunmaktadir.

Ote yandan, ucuz Cin Urdnleri ile rekabet edilmesi hususu sadece
i¢ pazarimiz icin degil, Turkiye'nin ihrag pazarlari icin de gecerli
bir konudur. Bu acidan sorunu, sadece i¢ pazarimiza yonelik
tedbirler cercevesinde degerlendirmek eksik olur. Bu nedenle
rekabet glicimuzi artirmak icin her seyden once Uretim
faktorlerinin iyilestirilmesi ve diinya standartlarinin tizerine
¢ikartilmasi igin toplumun her kesiminin cok calismasi
gerekmektedir.

S.T.: Turkiye'de siirdiiriilebilir bir ihracat artisini saglayacak bir
ihracat yapisi olustu mu? Sanayicinin enerji girdi maliyeti AB
Ulkeleri ile rekabet edebilecek gticte degil. Hala elektrik enerijisi
lilkemizde AB iilkelerinden daha pahali. Ornegin ispanya’dan %25
daha pahali. Turk Lirasinin gittikce degerlenmesiile Doviz-TL
dengesi ihracatclyi caydirici yonde gelisiyor. Ulkemizde gerek
istihdam vergileri gerekse diger kazang vergileri oran olarak cok
yliksek. Buyapiyi olusturmak icin kimlere ne gibi gorevler diistiyor?

T.K.: Ulkemizde girdi maliyetlerinin yiiksekliginden cok uzun
zamandir sikayet edilmekte ve gerek sanayicilerimiz ve
ihracatcilarimiz 6nderliginde 6zel kesim ve gerekse kamu kesimi
tarafindan bu sikayetler dile getirilmekte idi. Ancak, 1980 sonrasi
“Ihracata Dayali Sanayilesme” politikasini benimseyen bir tilkede
sikayetten cok ote adimlar atilmasi gerekliligi de aciktir. Nitekim,
daha oncekiyillarda oldukea ciliz bir sekilde seslendirilen bu husus,
son yillarda ihracatin ekonominin timu icindeki neminin artisina
paralel bir seyir izleyerek, tizerinde sikayet edilen bir husus olmaktan
cikarak, tzerinde distnilen, konusulan ve tartisilan bir husus
haline gelmistir ki aslinda bu pozitif siire¢ bile basli basina bir
kazanimdir diye diistintiyorum.

Basta enerji olmak Uizere yiiksek finansman ve nakliye maliyetleri,
istihdam Uzerindeki vergi ve prim yiiki gibi girdi maliyetlerinin
yuksekligi dis pazarlardaki rekabet glicimuzi zayiflatmaktadir.
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and semi-processed goods required especially for production of
export goods are procured from free trade zones under most
convenient terms. Analyzing the trade volume of free trade zones
for the first ten months of 2004 by industries; one sees that similar
to 2003, trading of industrial goods have reached over 17 billion
Dollars, comprising close to 96.3 % of the total trade volume. On
the other hand, it is expected that the revenue to be derived in 2004
from the free trade zones special account, from which a revenue
of over 100.4 trillion Turkish Liras was derived in 2003 will surpass
131 trillion Turkish Liras.

Upon evaluation of these figures, it is clearly seen that free trade
zones are important international trade instruments that support
Turkish industry in terms of both inputs and also logistically. Our
studies will continue for making free trade zones more efficient
in the supply chain and logistics fields in the upcoming period.

S.T.: The imports made from China bother the ceramic sector
especially regarding the porcelain ceramic tiles known as granite
tiles. We know that you started the surveillance practice in Ceramic
Tile imports. Has this practice succeeded? European countries
and US are taking various measures to protect their own industries
against the said country. What can we do to protect our own
markets from Chinese products?

T.K.: Surveillance practice has been started against any potential
threat of loss evaluating the requests coming from the sector on
this matter and the course of imports. The surveillance practice
is not a protection measure but allows detailed review of import
transactions with a high risk of involving improper elements prior
to taking place. Still, considering its deterrent effect, it also has an
indirect protective effect. On the other hand, the anti-damping
regulations, which allow compensating measures to be taken
against imports involving unfair competitive elements and the
safeguard regulations which may be invoked if the competitive
environment in the domestic market is suddenly distorted against
domestic production due to imported goods are our tools which
will allow Turkey to provide the protection it needs in accordance
with its international rights and obligations. The human resources
required for most effective use of such instruments are available
at our Undersecretariat.

On the other hand, the matter of competing with cheap Chinese
products is an issue that applies not only to our domestic market
but also the export markets of Turkey. Therefore, it would be
inaccurate to assess the matter only under the framework of
measures directed to our domestic market. Therefore, what is
required is first of all to improve the production factors to increase
our competitive power and that all segments of society work very
hard so that these rise above world standards.

S.T.:Has an export structure to ensure a sustainable increase in
exports been formed in Turkey? The energy input cost of the
industry is not at a level to compete with EU countries.
Electricalenergy is still higher than that of EU countries. Itis 25
% more expensive than Spain. The foreign currency/TL parity is
progressing in a direction deterring the exporter by overvaluation
of the Turkish Lira. Both employment taxes and also other earning
taxes in our country are too high in terms of rates. What duty
accrues to whom to form this structure? The input costs /
expectations and activities on 2005 and post-2005 period /

T.K.: Fora long time, complaints were made about high input costs
in our country which were expressed both the private sector and
also the public sector led by industrialists and exporters. However,
itis obvious that steps must be taken rather than making complaints
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Bugtin ne yazik ki firmalarimiz elektrik enerjisine ortalama diinya
fiyatlarinin yaklasik 2 kati fiyat 6demek zorundadir. Ulkemizde
sanayide kullanilan elektrik fiyati, OECD ortalamasinin %96
Uzerindedir. Bu veri Satinalma Glicui Paritesine gore
hesaplandiginda, fark %170 olmaktadir. Ulkemizde Haziran 2004
itibariyle elektrik fiyati 128.027 TL. iken, %18 civarindaki vergi ve
benzeri 6demelerle bu fiyat 151.479 TL. olmakta ve bu durumda
toplam fiyat 10.2 cent/kWh seviyesine varmaktadir.

Elimizdeki son veriler olan 2002 yili OECD verilerine gore, sanayide
kullanilan elektrikte kilowattsaat basina icin tlkemizdeki bir sanayici
9.4 cent dderken, bu rakam Portekiz'de 6.8 cent, Macaristan'da 6
cent, G. Kore'de 5.7 cent, Meksika'da 5.3 cent, ABD'de 4.8 cent ve
komsumuz Yunanistan'da yalnizca 4.6 centtir.

Elimizdeki bu verilerden yola cikarak, Uretim ve ihracat arasinda
saglikli bir zincir olusturmanin olmazsa olmaz kosullarindan biri
olan maliyet avantaji yaratma ve rakabet giicli kazanma yoniinde
ne denli geride oldugumuzu ortaya koymaktadir. Bahse konu yapiyi
veri aldigimizda bunu gormekteyiz ancak soz konusu yapinin
degisiminin gerekliligi konusu da tartisilmasi gereken ayri bir
husus olarak karsimizda durmaktadir. Bu noktada, Dis Ticaret
Miistesarligi'nca hazirlanarak yiiriirliige konulan “ihracat Stratejik
Plani” baglaminda yapilan calismalar hakkinda kisaca bilgi vermek
istiyorum.

Stratejik planin hazirlanmasinda, katilimci proje/program planlama
tekniklerinden birisi olan ve giiniimiizde bir cok ulusal ve uluslararasi
kurulus tarafindan planlama faaliyetlerinde yaygin olarak kullanilan
“Amaca Yénelik Proje Planlama” yontemi kullanilmistir. Bu
yontemle, projelerin “bitlinsel yaklasim™ anlayisiyla ele alinmasi,
ilk fikirden, projenin tamamlanmasini izleyen donem icinde yapilan
son degerlendirmeye kadar gegen tim proje asamalarinda
vazgecilmez olan faktorlerin goz ontinde bulundurulmasi ve karar
vericiler, uygulayicilar ve projeden yararlananlarin etkin katiiminin
saglanmasiyla proje basarisinin ve srdirilebilirliginin glivenceye
alinmasi hedeflenmektedir. S6z konusu teknik, sadece hazirlik
asamasinda degil, ayni zamanda, uygulama asamasinda da
katiimciliga onem vermekte ve uygulama, diizenli periyotlarla
takip edilerek, gerekli goriildiigu hallerde, stratejik planda revizyona
gidilebilmektedir.

Stratejik Planin Genel Amaci “Surdirilebilir ihracat artisini
saglayacak ihracat yapisini olusturmak” olarak belirlendikten
sonra, 5 Stratejik Amac su sekilde saptanmistir:

Stratejik Amag 1 “ Kaliteli Turk trinlerinin, basta hedef tlkeler
olmak Uzere, dis pazarlarda musteri odakli ve dinamik tekniklerle
tanitim ve pazarlamasini saglamak.”

Stratejik Amac 2 " Ihracata iliskin her tiirlii bilginin esgiidiim icinde,
guincel, etkilesimli ve kiiresel standartlara uygun olarak kullanimini
saglamak ve Turkiye'nin ihracat potansiyelinin tanitilmasi icin
gerekli altyapiyr olusturmak.”

Stratejik Amag 3 “ Sektorel oncelikler de dikkate alinarak,
ihracatcilara uluslararasi rekabetgi fiyatlardan girdi temin etmek,
uretim ve ihracat asamasinda yeterli ve etkin destek saglayacak
mekanizmalari gelistirmek.”

Stratejik Amacg 4 “ ikili ve cok tarafli ticari iliskiler kapsaminda,
ihracatcilarin pazara giris olanaklarini gelistirmek ve mevcut pazar
paylarini arttirmak.”

Stratejik Amac 5 “ ihracatin gelistirilmesi ve 6niindeki engellerin
kaldinlmasi amaciyla kamu, 0zel sektor ve sivil toplum kuruluslari
arasinda koordinasyonu saglayacak yapi ve isleyisleri gelistirmek.”

Bu cercevede, planin uygulama siirecinde faaliyet gostermek Uizere

olusturulan birimler 2004 yili Ocak ay icinde, ilgili tim kesimlerin
de etkin katiimi ve destegiyle faaliyete gecirilmistir.

in a country which has adopted the policy of “Export Based
Industrialization” post-1980. In fact; this point, which was stated
rather meekly in previous years, has become a point on which
people think, speak and discuss instead of being an issue on which
only complaints were being made in line with the increase of the
significance of exports in the whole economy and | believe that
even this positive process is a gain by itself. High cost inputs like
financing, freight and most of all, energy and high tax and premium
burden on employment weaken our competitive power in foreign
markets.

Unfortunately, today, our firms have to pay approximately two times
as much compared to the average world prices for electrical power.
The price of electricity used in our country is 96 % above the OECD
average. When one calculates this figure based on the Purchasing
Power Parity, the difference becomes 170 %. Whilst the price of
electricity in our country as of June 2002 was TL 128,027, this goes
up to TL 151,479 with taxes and similar charges of about 18 %, the
total price becoming 10.2 cent/kWh.

According to 2002 OECD data, which are the most recent available;
whilst an industrialist in our country pay 9.4 cent per kilowatthour
for industrial electricity, this figure is 6.8 cent in Portugal, 6 cent
in Hungary, 5.7 cent in South Korea, 5.3 cent in Mexico, 4.8 centin
USAand only 4.6 cent in our neighbor Greece. Available data show
that we are rather behind in creation of cost advantage and gaining
competitive power, which are indispensable conditions for forming
a healthy chain between production and exports. We see this when
we look at the data on the above-mentioned structure; yet, the
need for changing the said structure stands as a separate matter
that should be debated.

At this point, | would like to provide some brief information on the
work conducted regarding the “Export Strategic Plan” prepared
and launched by the Undersecretariat of Foreign Trade. In
preparation of the strategic plan, the “Objective-Oriented Project
Planning” technique, which is one of the participatory
project/program planning techniques that is prevalently used in
planning activities today by many domestic and international
organization. By this technique, what is targeted is handling of
projects under the “wholistic approach” considering the
indispensable factors during all project phases from the inception
until the final evaluation made during the period which follows
completion of the project and securing the success and sustainability
of the project through active participation of decision makers,
implementers and those benefiting from the project. The said
technique emphasizes participation not only in the preparatory
stage but also in the implementation stage and implementation is
monitored at regular intervals and where necessary, the strategic
plan is revised.

After determining that the general objective of the Strategic Plan
was “Forming the export structure to allow sustainable export
increase”, the 5 strategic objectives were set as follows:

Strategic Objective 1 “ To ensure that Turkish products of high
quality are promoted and marketed in international markets, mainly
target countries, by customer-oriented and dynamic techniques.”
Strategic Objective 2 “ To ensure use of all export-related data
under coordination in updated and interactive form and in conformity
with global standards and to form the infrastructure required for
the promotion of Turkey’s export potential.”

Strategic Objective 3 “ Taking into account sectoral priorities, to
procure inputs for exporters at international competitive prices, to
develop the mechanisms that will provide adequate and effective
support in production and export stages.”
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Bu kapsamda, Stratejik Plan uygulama donemi suresince belirli
araliklarla toplanacak olan ¢alisma gruplari, sorumlu olduklart
ulasilmasi 6ngorilen hedef cercevesinde gerceklestirilmesi gereken
faaliyet, proje ve performans kriterlerini belirlemek ve bunlari
hayata gecirmekle gorevlendirilmistir.

Ihracat Stratejik Plani cercevesinde yiiriitiilen faaliyet ve projeler
sonucunda, Ulkemiz ihracatinda yapisal bir degisim ve doniisim
gerceklesecegini ve bu sayede kronik sorunlarimizin bir bir ortadan
kalkacagini diistintiyoruz. Ozelde Stratejik Amag 3 altinda toplanan
ve girdi maliyetleri konusuna egilen ¢alisma gruplarinin da her ay
yaptiklari diizenli toplantilar ve toplantilarda ele alinan konular
Isiginda mevcut durumu tim yonleriyle ele almislar ve halen de
bu konuda 6neri ve projeler gelistirmektedirler.

S.T.: ihracatci birlikleri basarili oldular fakat ithalatci birlikleri
heniiz kurulmadi. Dis ticaret aciginin gittik¢e bliyiidiigii bir donemde
ithalatin glinliik takibi ve kontrol altina alinmasi icin ithalatgi
birliklerinin gorevi onem kazaniyor. Bu konuda bize diistincelerinizi
aktarir misiniz?

T.K.: Mevcut kaynaklarin etkin ve verimli kullanilmasini teminen,
ithalatci birlikleri ile ihracatci birliklerinin yeniden yapilandirilmasi
calismalarin titizlikle stirdirmekteyiz. S6zkonusu ¢alismalar
tamamlandiginda, ihracatci ve ithalatci birliklerinin dis ticaretin
ulke ekonomisine yararli bir sekilde diizenlenmesinde onemli
gorevleri ve katkilari olacaktir.

Strategic Objective 4 “ Under the scope of bilateral and multilateral
business relations, to develop market entry capabilities and to
increase the existing market shares of exporters” and

Strategic Objective 5 “To develop the structures and functionalities
to ensure coordination between the public and private sectors and
non-governmental organizations for developing of exports and
elimination of obstructions in front of them.”

In this context, the units formed to perform during the
implementation phase of the plan have been launched in January
2004 with active participation of all relevant sectors. In this
framework, the study groups, which will meet at regular intervals
during the implementation phase of the Strategic Plan, were
assigned the task of determining the operation project and performance
criteria required to be realized in line with the target envisaged to be
met they are responsible for and to bring these to life.

As a result of the operations and projects conducted under the
Export Strategic Plan, we believe that a structural change and
transformation will take place in the exports of our country and
thus, our chronic problems will be eliminated one by one. Specifically,
the Study Groups, which meet in accordance with Strategic Objective
3 and deal with the matter of input costs have dealt with the present
situation in the regular meetings they hold every month and are
developing recommendations and projects on this issue.

S.T.: Exporters Associations have been successful but importers
associations have not yet been established. The task of importers
associations is becoming more significant for daily monitoring

and controlling of imports in a time period in which international
trade deficit is growing? Could you give us your thoughts on this?

T.K.: To ensure active and productive use of available resources, we
are diligently pursuing the efforts for re-structuring of the Importers
Associations and the Exporters Associations. Upon completion of
these efforts, the Exporters and Importers Associations will have
significant mandates and contributions on organization of international
trade in such a way to help the economy of the country.



