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Trk Seramik Dernegi Baskani

Tolun Vural

The Head of Turkish Ceramics Association

‘Amacimiz
Tiirk seramigini

(inyaya tanimak”

“Our objective is fo
promofe Turkish

ceramics all over

“Sanayi ¢calismalarinda ve bilimsel
calismalarda sanat cok énemlidir. Bizim de
sanayiciler olarak sanata destek vermemiz
gerekir. Turkiye'de ¢ok az firma sanatsal
aktivitelere destek veriyor. Bizim
gonliimlzden gecen bitln sektdrin bu
anlayisa ulasmasi. Turk seramik sanati ve
sanatgilari da diinyada 6nde gelen yerini
almak durumundadir.”

Turk seramik sektort 1950’lerde attigi sanayilesme hamlesi-
nin tohumlarinin, bugin meyvelerini yemeye bagladi. Bu sire
icinde seramik sektdrt temsilcileri, akademisyenleri, sanayicile-
ri ve sanatcilari gesitli dernek ve kuruluslar altinda ¢rgutlendi.
Turkiye Seramik Federasyonu bunyesinde yer alan Turk Sera-
mik Dernegi de (TSD) bu 6érgutlerden biri. 1989'da kurucu Uye
olarak endustri, sanat ve egitim (bilim) camiasini bir araya getir-
mek icin ilk adimlari resmi makamlara yapilan TSD, 1990'da ali-
nan izinle kuruldu. Kurucu Uyeler dahil, ttm organlarda seramik
sanatcilari, seramik 6gretimi veren akademisyenler, seramik en-
dustrisinde ve Uretiminde goérev almis tim seramikgcileri bir ara-
ya getirmeyi amaglayan TSD, bugln sektérin énemli meslek 6r-
gutleri arasinda yer aliyor.

the world”

“For industry, art is also very important just
as much as science and technology.
Therefore, industrialists have to give support
to art. Yet, very few firms support the
artistic activities in Turkey. What’s in our
mind is the whole sector’s adopting this
concept. Hence, Turkish ceramic art and fine
artists will get the chance to be leaders in
the world.”

Over centuries, highly valuable ceramic works have been pro-
duced by various cultures on these soils. Today, ceramic has be-
come an important product used by our society intensely with
appreciation and love for many purposes, artistic or industrial.
The Turkish ceramics industry has started to reap the fruits of the
seeds of the industrialization movement in 1950. During this time
period, ceramic Sector representatives, academicians, industri-
alists .and fine artists got organized under various associations
and institutions. Turkish Ceramics Association (TSD), which is un-
der the roof of Turkish Ceramics Federation, is one of these orga-
nizations. TSD, for which the first application was made to autho-
rities to bring together the community of industry, art and science
in 1989, was established with the permit obtained in 1990. TSD,
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TSD Bagkani Tolun Vural'la, dernegin yapisini, faaliyetlerini
ve seramik sektorind konustuk.

TSD, yapi olarak Avrupal derneklerden farkl bir kurulusa sa-
hip. Bu yapi ne gibi avantajlar sagliyor?

TSD vyapisi geregi Avrupa’daki derneklerden daha farklidir.
Tuarkiye'deki seramik dernekleri daha bilimsel derneklerdi. Avru-
pa'daki ve Amerika’'daki derneklere baktigimiz zaman sanatla il-
gili farkli dernekler oldugunu goértyoruz. Turk seramiginin gelisi-
mi icin kuruldu TSD. Turkiye'deki Uretici birlikleri daha sonra fe-
derasyon catisi altinda toplandilar ve TSD de bu federasyonun
gatisi altindaki derneklerden biri oldu.

Diger dernekler Uretici dernekleri, TSD ise Ug¢lu yapisiyla en-
dustri, sanat ve bilimi kucaklayan bir meslek érgutt. Oncelikli
amacimiz Turk seramigini diinyaya tanitmak. Bunu da hem sana-
yiyle, hem de bilim ve sanat ilkelerimizle yapiyoruz. Dizenledigi-
miz kongrelerimizde sadece bilim ve sanatla ilgili aktiviteler de-
gil, arkeolojiyle ilgili aktiviteler de bulunuyor. Tlrk seramik sanati-
na katkida bulunmak igin yarismalar duzenliyoruz. Avrupa Birligi
projelerine talip oluyoruz. Olmek tizere olan Kinik Kéyt'ndeki ge-
leneksel seramik Uretimini tekrar harekete gecirmek icin projeler
gerceklestiriyoruz.

Endiistriyel seramigin gelisimi nasil oldu?

Turkiye’de Osmanli déneminde olan geleneksel seramikler
Avrupa’nin sanayilesmesi sirasinda gittikge ¢lduler ve Osman-
I'da Italya etkileri géruldi. Osmanli déneminde Yildiz Sarayr’nda
bir Uretim tesisi kuruldu, orada saraylar i¢in gerekli olan gerecler
tretildi. ikinci Dinya Savasi’na kadar Tiirkiye devamli ithalat yap-
tI. Endustriyel seramik, sofra egyalari, sis esyalar gibi esyalari
uzun sure ithal etti. Fakat Cumhuriyet'ten sonra buyuk bir gelis-
me gostererek yatirmlar yapildi, bunu da dzel sektér takip etti.
1980’e gelince de ciddi bir seramik altyapisi olusmaya basladi
ve buna paralel olarak da Turkiye'de Universitelerde seramik bo-
[Umleri kuruldu. Battn bunlarin gelismesi de Turk seramik sana-
tinin gelismesini sagladi. Sanayide sadece teknolojik altyapi de-
gil, trtin gelistirme de ¢ok 6nemli. Turkiye'deki glizel sanatlar fa-
kiltelerinde yetisen ¢grenciler de sanayide yerlerini aldi ve gok
gUzel eserler yapti.

Endiistri, sanat ve liniversite iliskisi bugtin istenen noktada
galiba, séylediklerinizden onu anliyorum?

Turk seramik sanatinin gelismesine katkida bulunmayi vazife
edindik. Universitelerde yapilan arastirmalardan, sanayicilerin
haberdar olmalarinin saglanmasi gerekiyor. Biz de sanayi kong-
releri yapiyoruz, bu kongrelere sanayi yoneticileri ya da yetkilile-
ri geliyor, bilimsel gelismeleri gésteriyoruz ve bunlari sanayide ne
sekilde uygulayabiliriz konusunda destek oluyoruz.

TSD’nin uluslararasi kuruluslarla iligkisi nasil?

Biz Avrupa Seramik Dernegi (ECERS), Uluslararasi Emayeci-
ler Enstitist ve Turkiye Seramik Federasyonu Uyeyiz. ECERS'de
de Turkiye olarak ¢ok etkin rol oynuyoruz. Bu dénem baskanlig
TSD Baskan Yardimcisi Prof. Dr. Hasan Mandal yurttlyor. Ben
de ECERS Sanayi Calisma Grup Bagkani olarak gérev yapiyo-
rum. ECERS ve TSD'nin faaliyetleri birbirine paralel olarak ydri-
tultyor. “ECERS ne gibi bilimsel aktiviteler yapmali ki, sanayicinin

aiming at bringing together the ceramic artists, academicians of-
fering ceramic courses and all ceramicists employed in the cera-
mics industry including founding members today is among the
important trade associations of the industry. We talked about the
composition and activities of the Association and the ceramics in-
dustry with TSD President Tolun Vural.

As to its composition, TSD has a different structure than Eu-
ropean associations. What kind of advantages does this
structure afford?

As required by its structure, TSD is different from the associ-
ations in Europe. Looking at the associations in Europe and the
US, we see that there are different ones for science, industry and
art. TSD was set up for the development of Turkish ceramics.
Subsequently, the manufacturers associations in Turkey gathered
under the roof of a federation and TSD became one of the asso-
ciations under this federation umbrella. Other associations are
manufacturer associations, yet TSD is a trade organization emb-
racing the industry, art and science with its triple structure. Our
priority is to promote Turkish ceramics all over the world. This, we
do by our industrial, scientific and artistic activities. Our conventi-
ons cover not just activities relating to science and art but also
archaeology. We hold exhibitions and contests to contribute to
the Turkish ceramic art. We become candidates for European
Union projects. We are executing an EU project in conjunction
with Anatoly University Faculty of Fine Arts to revitalize the traditi-
onal ceramic production in the Village of Kink, which is about to
become extinct.

How did the development of industrial ceramics take place?

The traditional ceramic production centers in the Ottoman pe-
riod died one after another during the industrialization of Europe
and imported products started to be used. In the last Ottoman pe-
riod, just one porcelain production facility was set up at Yildiz Pa-
lace where wares needed by the palace were produced. Until Se-
cond World War, Turkey imported continuously. She imported
wares like industrial ceramics, tableware and decorative ware for
a long time. But after the Republic, great progress took place with
investments made followed by the private sector. In 1980, a seri-
ous ceramic infrastructure started to form by 1980 and in parallel
with it, ceramics departments were established in Turkish univer-
sities. Development of all these allowed the advancement of the
Turkish ceramic art especially oriented to industry. In industry, not
just technological infrastructure but product development is also
important. Students developed at fine arts faculties in Turkey got
their places in the industry, creating very nice works and they ma-
de great contributions to industrial ceramics in Turkey. Turkey is
one of the leading countries in Europe and the world in the field
of ceramics in our view.

It looks like the relationship between the industry, art and uni-
versity is at the desired point; this is what | infer from what
you’re saying...

We made it our duty to contribute to the development of Tur-
kish ceramic art. Industrialists must be informed of research go-
ing on in universities. So, we hold ceramic conventions to which
executives and employees of industrial companies attend. We
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guncel ihtiyaclari karsilansin?” sorusuna ¢6zUm ariyoruz. Sanayi-
cinin munferit istekleri oluyor, sanayinin ortak problemleri var.
Bunlarla ilgili ne gibi calismalar yapmaliyiz diye ugrasiyoruz.

Avrupali seramikgilerin Tirkiye’'deki treticilere gére ne gibi
avantajlari var?

Onlar sanayiye daha ¢nce gectikleri icin oralarda arastirma
merkezleri 6nceden olusturulmus. italya, ispanya, Almanya buna
Ornektir. Bu arastirma merkezleri daha yakin calismalar yapiyor-
lar ve ona gore de gelisme saglanabiliyor. TUrkiye’'de de yakin bir
zamanda bir arastirma merkezi kuruldu. Yeni kurulmus olmasin-
dan dolayl daha dinamik calismalar yapiyor. Neredeyse Avru-
pa'daki arastirma merkezleriyle rekabet edebilecek, hatta bazi
konularda 6ne gegecek durumda bir merkez. Biz de TSD olarak
bu konularda gerek Avrupa’daki, gerekse yurt icindeki kardes
kuruluslarla is birligi yaparak ortak hedefler dogrultusunda ¢alis-
malar yapiyoruz. Sonugta butliin hedefimiz bu merkezlerin daha
iyi duruma gelmesi ve uzun vadede yasamini sdrdirmesi.

Tiirkiye’de gerceklestirdiginiz organizasyonlarda ne gibi et-
kinlikler diizenliyorsunuz?

Oncelikle sanat olmak tizere sosyolojik, antropolojik, arkeolo-
jik etkinlikler de duzenliyoruz. Ayrica endustri ile ilgili bolimlerde
de sunumlar yapiliyor. “Gelismeler nelerdir, sanayide karsilagilan
problemler ve bu problemleri nasil ¢ézdiklerine” dair ¢calismalar
da bu kongrelerde yer aliyor. Ayrica sanat yarismalar yaparak da
sanatcilarl heveslendirmeye calisiyoruz. Ozellikle temall yapilan
galismalar daha da heyecanli oluyor. Kongre secerken de sana-
yinin ihtiyaclarini g6z éntinde bulunduruyoruz.

SERES Kongresi’'nin iceriginden bahseder misiniz?
TSD olarak seramik kongreleri dizenliyoruz. Bunlar genelde

demonstrate them scientific developments and we give them
support on how they can apply these in the industry.

How are TSD’s relations with international organizations?

We are a member of European Ceramics Association
(ECERS), International Enamellists Institute and Turkish Ceramics
Federation. As Turkey, we are playing a very effective role in
ECERS. TSD Deputy President Prof. Dr. Hasan Mandal is serving
as president this term. | serve as ECERS Industry Work Group He-
ad. Activities of ECERS and TSD are conducted in parallel with
each other. We are seeking a solution to the question “What kind
of scientific activities should ECERS carry out to satisfy the cur-
rent needs of the industry?” The industry has common problems
like especially adaptation to the Kyoto Protocol, mitigation of en-
vironmental impact of the industry and development of different
inputs and technologies. We are working on what kind of scienti-
fic studies we have to carry out for these common problems.

What kind of advantages do European ceramicists have over
Turkish manufacturers?

Since they have moved to the industrial age before us, rese-
arch centers have been set up there earlier. Examples are the
centers in ltaly, Spain and Germany. These research centers are
in closer collaboration with the industry and progress can be ac-
hieved accordingly. Just recently, a ceramic research center was
established in Turkey, too. It is carrying out more dynamic studi-
es as it is a new institution. A center which can almost compete
with the research centers in Europe, which can pass them on so-
me topics. We, too, as TSD are carrying out activities oriented to
common targets in collaboration with sister organizations both in
Europe and also in the country. Actually, our whole objective is to
ensure that such centers are in a better state and survive long-
term.

What kind of activities do you organize in the events you hold
in Turkey?

At our conventions and seminars, beside science and techno-
logy and especially art, we also hold ceramic related sociological,
anthropological and archaeological activities. Also, presentations
are made in industry related sections, too. Studies on “What are
the developments, problems faced in the industry and how these
problems are solved” are also addressed in these conventions.
Also, we try to encourage artists holding art exhibitions and con-
tests. Especially, themed activities are even more exciting.

Could you tell us about the content of SERES Convention?
As TSD, we hold ceramic conventions. These conventions are
usually those with scientific predominance. At SERES, on the ot-
her hand, there is a wider embracement of ceramics covering all
its disciplines. Here, as | said before, there will be scientific, in-
dustrial and artistic activities. We used to hold SERES as a semi-
nar. Then we saw that in recent years, there was also international
participation. This year, for the first time, SERES took the identity
of an international ceramic convention with international participa-
tion. Even in this global crisis environment, according to our pro-
jections, there will be about fifty foreign and two hundred local
participants. On the one hand there will be artistic activities and
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bilimsel agirligr olan kongreler. SERES'te ise daha genis bir sera-
mik kucaklamasi var ve seramigin tim dallarini kapsiyor. Burada
dedigim gibi yine bilimsel, endustriyel, sanatsal aktiviteler ola-
cak. Eskiden seramik calistayr ya da semineri olarak duzenlerdik.
Son yillarda baktik uluslararasi katilim da oluyor. Bu sene ilk de-
fa SERES, uluslararasi katilimli, uluslararasi bir seramik kongresi
huviyetine burindu. Kuresel kriz ortaminda bizim tahminimize
g6re 50 kadar yabanci 200 kadar da yerli katilimci olacak. Bir ta-
raftan sanatsal aktiviteler, diger taraftan bilimsel sunumlar ola-
cak. Sanatcilarimizdan da katilim oluyor ve sponsor olan firmalar
da orada kendi tanitimlarini yapiyorlar.

Seramik sektoriiniin bugiin icinde bulundugu durumu nasil
degerlendiriyorsunuz?

Turk seramik sanayine baktigimiz zaman cok hizli bir gelis-
me gosterdigini gorlyoruz. 2000'lere kadar gok hizli bir gelisme
gbsterdi ve buna paralel olarak da Turkiye ekonomisine daha
fazla bir katki gerceklestirdi. Bu da buyUk oranda ihracata yon-
lendirildi. Ozellikle Cin'in bizim pazarlarmizda etkin olmaya bas-
lamasiyla, biz i¢ pazarda sorun yasamaya basladik. Tabii Cin’in
bize oranla Ustdn taraflari var, biz de bu durumdan ¢ikmak igin
katma degeri yuksek Urlnlere yéneldik. Bunun icin yeni Grtnler
gelistirmek, Uretimin ve teknolojinin gelistiriimesi gibi bir deneyi-
me girildi. TUrkiye'deki sikintimiz da devletten hicbir caba alma-
dan sektoriin kendi gelismesini kendisinin saglamasi oldu. Su
anda da rekabeti gelistirmek icin kendi kaynaklarini kullaniyor.
Turkiye katma degeri daha yUksek Urtnler Gretir duruma gelme-
lidir.

Sanayinin sanata katkisi nedir?

Sanayi calismalarinda ve bilimsel calismalarda sanat ¢ok
6nemlidir. Bizim de sanayiciler olarak sanata destek vermemiz
gerekir. TSD'nin kisitl kaynaklarina bagl olmamasi lazim. Bence
seramik sanayi de bu konuda fonlar olusturarak sanatsal aktivite-
lere destek vermelidir. Tdrkiye'de ¢ok az firma sanatsal aktivite-
lere destek veriyor. Bizim génlimuzden gecen butln sektdrin bu
anlayisa ulasmasi. Turk seramik sanati ve
sanatc¢ilar da dinyada 6nde gelen yerini
almak durumundadir.

Seramik sanatcilarinin bir araya gelece-
di bir kongre gerceklesebilir mi?
Aslinda biz TSD olarak son zamanlar-
da sanatsal aktivitelere daha fazla agirlik
vermeye basladik. Daha 6énceden bilimsel
calismalar daha agirlikliydi, simdi daha
dengede gidiyor. Bildiginiz gibi TSD diger
Uretici dernekler gibi degil. Diger Uretici
derneklere Uye sirketler yillik aidatlar 6de-
yip, bu aidatlar sayesinde yaptiklar faali-
yetler sonrasinda fuarlarla birlikte gelirle-
riyle fonlar olusturabiliyor. TSD'de yillik
ylzde 1 oraninda alinan bir aidatla bu fa-
aliyetlerin yurtttimesi mumkan degil. Fon-
larimizi diizenledigimiz kongrelerden sag-
liyoruz. Duzenledigimiz kongrelerde de
sanatsal aktiviteleri destekliyoruz.

also on the other hand there will be scientific presentations. Also,
sponsor firms will promote themselves there.

How do you assess the present state of the ceramics in-
dustry?

Looking at the Turkish ceramics industry, we see that it is
displaying very rapid progress. It developed very fast until 2000s
and in parallel with this, it contributed more and more to the Tur-
kish economy. This was mostly export oriented. As China started
to be influential in our markets, we started to experience problems
in our local market. Indeed, China has aspects superior to us. To
get out of the situation, we moved towards high value added pro-
ducts. So, an initiative was taken for developing new products
and to advance production and technology. A noteworthy point is
that the sector achieved its own development without significant
support from the government. Currently, the sector is employing
its own resources to develop competition. Here, too, for being
successful long-term, we have to follow scientific studies very clo-
sely, ensuring that these are used in industry. Hence, the target
of achieving more efficient production with less energy can be at-
tained. Then, also, alternative energy and alternative materials
must be used. Turkey must come to a state of producing higher
added value products.

Can a convention bringing together ceramic fine artists be
held?

Actually, as TSD, recently we have been emphasizing artistic
events more. Previously, scientific events were more predomi-
nant. Now, it's more balanced. As you know, TSD is not like the
other manufacturer associations. Member companies pay an an-
nual fee to the other manufacturer associations allowing funds to
accumulate with these fees and trade fair proceeds. It is not pos-
sible to conduct these activities with the extremely small annual
fees collected from members of TSD. We get our funds out of the
conventions and events we hold. It is with these funds that we
support artistic activities.
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