Tonala, Petatillo, desenin arka plani capraz ¢izgilerle dekorlanir
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Meksika'da, arkeolojik arastirmalar sonucunda elde edilmis
¢omlek parcalari, kullanim kaplari, térensel idoller ve oyuncak ola-
rak kullanilan seramikler, eski caglarda da ¢comlekgiligin en yaygin
el sanati oldugunun kaniti olmustur. 16. yiizyilda ispanya’nin Mek-
sika'yl isgaliyle baslayan toplumsal ve kulttrel degisim, koylerde
Uretilen geleneksel seramikleri de etkilemis olmasina ragmen, se-
ramik ustalarinin koklerinde, yerli gruplarin ve koyldlerin sanat bi-
¢im ve tarzlar hala stregelmektedir. Ancak, halkin Katoliklige ve
Avrupaliliga asama asama dontstmd, ilerle-
yen endustrilesme ve 20. ylzyilin bagla-
rinda gerceklesen Meksika Devrimi son-
rasinda gelisen turizm sektorl, gecen
bir ylzyllda Meksika seramiklerinde
degisimlere neden olmustur. Meksi-
ka'nin hemen her bdlgesinde,
dretildigi koye, atélyeye,
Uretim teknigine, formlari-
na ve ustasina gore farkli
Ozellikler taslyan seramik-
ler, Ulkenin kulturel zengin-
ligini ve cesitliligini yansttir-
lar. Meksika eyaletlerinin icinde seramik Uretimleriyle Un yapmis en
dnemlileri sOyle siralanabilir; Jalisco, Michoacan, Mexico, Puebla,
Guerrero, Guanajuato, Chiapas, Oaxaca, Chihuahua.

Jalisco
Jalisco eyaletinde Ure-
tilen seramikler mu-
kemmel kalitedeki kil-
leri ve 6zgUnlUkleriy-
le kolleksiyonerler
arasinda son derece
6nem  kazanmistir.
Tonala sehri ve ona
komsu olan Santa
Cruz de las Huertas
ve Tlaquepaque'ta Ure-
tilen seramikler de 6z-
gunlukleri ve kaliteleriyle
anladar. Tonala'nin gele-
neksel tarzi, perdahli sera-
miklerdir ancak sirli Uretim-

Tonala, Petatillo, the background of the pattern is decorated with cross lines

Tlaquepaque minyatiirleri

Tlaquepaque miniatures

Yizyilda Geleneksel Meksika

er1 Traditional Mexican Ceramics
in the Twentieth Century

The pieces of pots, utility bowls, ritualistic idols and ceramics
used at toys obtained as a result of archaeological explorations in
Mexico have been proof that pottery was the most popular handic-
raft in ancient times, too. Although the social and cultural change,
which started with Spain’s occupation of Mexico in the 16th Cen-
tury, has also affected the traditional ceramic ware produced in vil-
lages, the art forms and styles of native groups and villagers are still
in place in the roots of ceramic masters. However, conversion of
the people into Catholicism and European lifestyle in phases, ad-

vancing Iindustrialization and the tourism in-
dustry which developed following the Mexican
revolution which took place in early 20th
Century have caused changes in the Mexi-
can ceramics in the last century. In almost
every region of Mexico, ceramic ware,
which have different features depending on
the village or workshop where they are pro-
duced, the production technique, forms
and their masters, reflect the cultural we-
alth and diversity of the country. The most
important Mexican provinces famed for their
ceramic production may be listed as Jalisco, Michoacan, Mexico,
Puebla, Guerrero, Guanajuato, Chiapas, Oaxaca and Chihuahua.

Jalisco

Ceramics produced in the province of Jalisco have gained ext-
reme importance among collectioners due to their perfect quality
clays and originality. Ceramic ware produced in the city of Tonala
and neighboring Santa Cruz de las Huertas and Tlaquepaque are
also known for their originality and quality. Tonala’s traditional style
is burnished ceramics but they also have glazed production. Bur-
nished ceramic ware form-wise have kinds like plates, water urns,
wall plates, plant and animal forms and face washing bowls. Sha-
ping is done in hand through either mould pressing or by pottery
wheel, the ware is glazed skin hard and decorated with natural
dyes with animal, flower and human figures or abstract patterns.
When it gains back the skin hardness, they are burnished with mo-
ist leather or gravel stones. Wares are fired only once with the tra-
ditional technique from 400 to 650 oC. Also, twice fired glazed ce-
ramic ware are produced in Tonala. Since glazed ceramic ware
were first produced for tourists in the years 1920 and 1960, they
are known as tourist ceramics. The most widespread produced
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leri de vardir. Perdahli seramiklerinde form olarak, tabaklar, su kip-
leri, duvar tabaklari, bitki, hayvan formlari, yUz yikama canaklari gi-
bi gesitleri vardir. Sekillendirme, elde, kaliba basma yada ¢émlek-
ci carki ile yapilir, deri sertliginde astarlanir ve dogal boyalarla hay-
van, ¢icek, insan figurleri yada soyut desenler ile dekorlanirlar. Tek-
rar deri sertligine geldiginde nemli deri ya da gakil taglariyla per-
dahlanirlar. Urtinler, 400 ile 650 °C sicaklk arasinda geleneksel
yontemle sadece bir kez pisirilirler. Ayrica Tonala’da iki kez pisiri-
len sirli seramikler de Uretilir. Sirli seramikler 1920 ile 1960 yillar
arasinda ilk kez turistlere yonelik olarak Uretildigi igin turist seramik-
leri olarak adlandirilirlar. Bu seramiklerin en yaygin Uretilenleri, Pe-
tatillo, Flag Ware, Grained veya Night ve Fantasia olarak adland-
rilan tdrleridir. Petatillo: Asil desenin arka plani capraz gizgilerle de-
korlanir. Flag Ware: Kirmizi, beyaz ve yesil astarlarla dekorlamalar
yapilir. Grained veya Night: Asil desenin arka plani renkli benekler-
le dekorlanir. Fantasia: Hayvan ve bitkiler stilize edilerek cizgisel
bir tarzla dekorlanrr.

Tonala’nin komsusu Tlaguepaque ise minyatdrleriyle taninir. Bu
kUcuk figurler, koylUler, kovboylar, devlet baskanlari, ciftciler, satici-
lar ve daha pek ¢ok degisik insan figUrlerinden Uretilirler. El ile, ka-
lipla yada her iki teknigin birarada kullanilimasiyla da dretilen min-
yatUrler yaklasik 150-200 oC sicakliklar arasinda, bir yada birbu-
cuk saat kadar sureyle pisirilirler.
MinyatUrler su bazli pigmentler
veya yumurta akiyla karisti-
rimis anilin  boyalarla
renklendirilirler. Tlaqu-
epaque figurlerinin bo-
yut araligi 3-5 cm ile 30
cm kadardir. Jalisco'da-
ki Gguncd seramik mer-
kezi de Santa Cruz de
las Huertas'tir. Gelenek-
sel olarak Uretilen kum-
baralar ve dudutkleriyle
taninan bu sehrin Ureti-
minde 1960 yilindan bu yana
oyuncaklar da yer almistir.
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Tonala, Tourist Ware,
siyah zemin {izerine giin-
cel yasamdan dekorlanir
Tonala, Tourist Ware, deco-

Michoacan

Michoacan, Mexico City’'nin bati-
sinda okyanusa kiyisi olan bir eyalettir.
Bu eyaletin goller bolgesinde yer alan
Tzintzuntan sehri bolgenin en dikkate
deger seramiklerini Uretir. Ozel olarak elde boyanan tabaklar ve
vazolar koyu renk figUrlerle dekorlanir, sirlanir ve pisirilirler. Bu fi-
gurler gl cevresinde yasayan insanlarin aglarla yaptiklari balikci-
ligr, 6lum gunu inanig! ile ilgili olarak Calavera adi verilen iskelet ve
kafataslarini yansitirlar. Genellikle dekorlar koyu renkli zemin Uzeri-
ne acik renklerle yapilir. Patamban'in bir kdyu ise yesil renk sirlan-
mis Pinas’lari ile in kazanmistir. Pinas, ananas biciminde sekillen-
diriimis buytk su kaplarina verilen isimdir. El yada kalipla sekillen-
dirilen bu kaplarin disinda ayni ananas meyvasindaki gibi sayisiz
kucuk cikintilar vardir. Mdkemmel siyah sirlariyla taninan Santa Fe
de la Laguna seramikleri genellikle 61um gununu konu almistir. Bu-
hurdanliklar, samdanlar ve figurlerin yani sira, Uzerleri ¢ok renkli
portrelerle dekorlanmig sdrahiler de Uretilir.

rations from day to day life
on black background

e

ones of these ce-
ramics are kinds
named Petatillo,
Flag Ware, Grained
or Night and Fanta-
sia. Petatillo:  The
background of the |
principle pattern is de- .".
corated with cross lines.
Flag Ware: Decoration is
made using red, white
and green linings. Gra-
ined or Night: The backg-
round of the main pattern
is decorated with colored
spots. Fantasia: Animals and

flowers are stylized and decorated in a linear

form.

Tlaquepaque, the neighboring town of Tonala is known for its
miniatures. These small figures depict villagers, cowboys, state
presidents, farmers, vendors and many other human figures. Mini-
atures produced by hand or mould or by joint use of these two
techniques are fired approximately between 150-200 oC tempera-
ture for one or one and a half hours. Miniatures are colored with
water based pigments or aniline dyes mixed with egg white.
The size range of the Tlaquepaque figures varies between
3-5 cm and 30 cm. The third ceramics center in Jalisco is
Santa Cruz de las Huertas. Among the production wares of
this city known by its traditionally produced coin banks and
vessels, toys have been included since 1960.

Tonala, Night, desenin arka planindaki siyah
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Michoacan
Michoacan is a province in the west of Mexico City on
the shore of Pacific Ocean. The city of Tzintzuntan situated
in the lakes region of the province produces the most no-
teworthy ceramic ware of the region. Special hand dyed pla-
tes and vases are decorated with dark colored figures, glazed
and fired. These figures depict the net fishing by people living aro-
und the lake and the skeletons and skulls called Calavera in con-
nection with the belief of day of death. Overall, decorations are
made in light colors on dark colored background. A village of Pa-
tamban is known for its green glazed pinases. Pinas is the name
given to large water bowls formed as pineapples. On the exterior
of these bowls formed by hand or mould are countless small pro-
jections like in a pineapple. The Santa Fe de la Laguna ceramic
ware known by their perfect black glazes usually depict the day of
death. In addition to censers, candlesticks and figurines, pitchers
decorated with multi color portraits are also produced.
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Mexico

The best known ceramic settlement with production of astoun-
ding diversity in the province of Mexico which surrounds Mexico
City is Mepetec. Mepetec is mostly known for its Candalebra tre-
es depicting life and death. These trees are made in a very deta-
iled creativity, either are decorated in colors with acrylic dyes or
are left as is in the natural color of clay. A classical tree of life
comprises three levels. The top level is God. In the middle, the

zemin tizerinde kiigiik benekler bulunmaktadir

Tonala, Night, there are small spots on the black-white

ground in the back drop of the pattern
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Mexico
Mexico City'yi
cevreleyen eyalet Me-
xico'da sasirtic gesitlilik-
te Uretimi olan en Unlu
seramik merkezi Mepe-
tec'tir. Mepetec, en
¢cok yasam ve
olimikonu alan |l 4
Candelebra
agaglariyla taninmistir.
Bu agaclar son derece detayl bir
yaraticilikla yapilir, ya akrilik boya-
larla rengarenk sUslenir ya-
da kilin dogal rengiyle
birakilirlar. Klasik bir ya-
sam agacl (¢ seviyeden
olusmaktadir. En Ust seviyesi
Tanri’dir, ortada Adem ile Havva'nin hain
yilan ile yasadiklari hikaye canladirilir ve
en alttada Adem ile Havva'nin cennet bahgesinden kovulmalari
yer alir. Buttin bunlarin yani sira agacin timdnde cigekler, meyva-
lar ve hayvanlar bulunur. Agacin formu tamamen gelenekseldir ve
incil'e ait hikayelerle detaylandinlir. Oltim agaclarinda ise Tann ge-
nellikle blyuk bir kafatasl olarak gérindr ve gunlik aktivitelerini
strddren kugUk iskelet figurleriyle cevrelenir. Mepetec genis hayal
glcuyle Uretilmis, canli renklerle boyanmis oyuncaklar, ¢anak,
¢Omlek ve kanatl atlariyla da taninir. Meksika'ya 6zgu bir icki tru

olan pulque kaplar da bu bélgenin Urdnlerindendir.

Puebla

Puebla eyaletinin bagkenti olan Puebla’nin hemen her kdsesin-
de Talavera Poblana olarak bilinen seramikler Uretilir. Talavera se-
ramikleri, Meksika'nin 16. ylizyllda ispanyollar tarafindan isgalin-
den hemen sonra, ispanya’nin Tlavera de la Reina kentinden Pu-
ebla’ya gelmis olan ustalar tarafindan Meksikalllara ¢gretiimis ve
Talavera ismiyle taninmiglardir. Dis cepheleri, mutfaklar ve fis-
kiyeleri stslemek icin kullaniimakla beraber Avrupa'ya da
ihrac edilmistir. Talavera, dekor koklerini ispanya, Fas, As-
ya ve yerli Meksika'dan almaktadir. Sekizinci yuzyil
sonunda Ispanya’nin Fas'l isgal etmesinden sonra
Musltiman Kuzey Afrika desen ve formlarl ispan-
ya'ya aktarimis ve buradan da Meksika'ya geg-
mistir. Formlar ¢camur tornasinda, karolar da kalip-
la sekillendirilir, 850 oC sicaklikta 10-20 saat kadar
pisirilirler. Daha sonra kalay oksit, kursun oksit ve
kuvarstan olusan bir sirla sirlanirlar, elde edilen be-
yaz zemin Uzerine ¢esitli seramik boyalari kullanilarak
fircayla dekorlamalar yapilr. ikinci pisirim 1000 oC si-
caklikta gerceklesir. Puebla’nin yani sira Guanajuato
eyaleti de Talavera’nin yaygin olarak Uretildigi bolgeler-
den biridir.

Puebla'de, Barrio de la Luz'da Uretimi strdurtlen diger bir
tir de metalik siyah sirli seramiklerdir. Ayrica Puebla’nin gineyin-
de bulunan Izucar de Matamoros'da parlak ve ¢ok renkli dugun
samdanlarinin yani sira oyuncaklar da Uretiimektedir. lzucar de
Matamoros seramikleri ayird edici renkleri ve dekorlariyla kolaylik-
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Santa Cruz de las
Huertas, oyuncak
Santa Cruz de las

Huertas, toy
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story of Adam and Eve with
the evil snake and at the bot-
fom, expulsion of Adam
and Eve from the garden
of Eden is depicted. Beside
all these, there are flowers, fruits
and animals all around the tree
of life. The form of the tree is to-
tally traditional and has details
of the stories in
the Bible. In the
frees of dead, on
the other hand, God
is usually depicted as a large
skull surrounded by small skeleton
figures being busy with their normal
lives. Mepetec is also known for toys, bowls, pots and
winged horses produced with a great imagination, dyed with
lively colors. The bowls of pulque which is a type of drink specific
fo Mexico are also among the wares of this region.
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Puebla
In almost every corner of Puebla, which is the capital city of the
province of Puebla, ceramic ware known as Talavera Poblana are
produced. The Talavera ceramic ware were thought to Mexicans
by masters coming to Puebla from Spain’s Tlavera de la Reina
town right after the Spanish invasion of Mexico in the 16th Century
and are known by the name of Talavera. These are used for deco-
rating exteriors, kitchens and were also exported to Europe. Tala-
vera decoration has its roots in Spain, Morocco, Asia and native
Mexico. After Spain’s occupation of Morocco at the end of the
eighth century, Muslim North African designs and forms were
transferred to Spain and from there to Mexico. Forms are shaped
in the wheel and tiles by moulding. They are fired for 10-20 hours
at 850 oC temperature. Then they are glazed with a glaze comp-
rising tin oxide, lead oxide and quartz, then decoration is made by
brush using various ceramic dyes on the obtained
white background. The second firing takes place
at 1000 oC temperature. The province of Guana-
juato province is another region where Ta-
lavera is produced in widespread man-
ner beside Puebla.

Another type of ceramic ware pro-
duced in Barrio de la Luz in Puebla is
the metallic black glazed ceramic wa-

re. Also, toys and bright and multi co-
lored wedding candlesticks are pro-
duced in lzucar de Matamoros, south
of Puebla. The ceramic ware of Izucar de
Matamoros can be distinguished by the-
ir colors and decorations. After firing, the-
se ceramic ware are glazed with a mixture of
zinc oxide and calcium carbonate producing a

Mepetec, white background, then decorated with multi-colo-
acf‘:jelebra red dyes. They are burnished by coating with the
]\Zpetec, mixture of resin and prickly pear cactus sap which

Candelebra tree 1S @ homemade varnish. In the village of Acatlan de
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la taninirlar. Bu seramikler Gzerinde, pisirim yapildiktan sonra ¢in-
ko oksit ve kalsiyum karbonat karisimi bir astarla astarlanarak be-
yaz zemin elde edilir sonra ¢cok renkli boyalarla dekorlari yapilir. Ev
yapimi bir vernik olan, recine ve dikenli armut agaci suyu karigimiy-
la kaplanarak parlaklik kazandirilir. Acatlan de Osorio kéyinde, ka-
liteli kullanim kaplarinin yani sira renkli astarlarla renklendiriimis
agaclar, insan, hayvan figurlerinin ve kilin kendi rengiyle birakiimis
ancak ¢ok iyi perdahlanmis yasam agaclar da Uretiimektedir.

Guerrero

Guerrero eyaleti, diinyaca Unlu Acapulco ve Zihuatanejo tatil
beldeleriyle taninsa da sirsiz ve dekorsuz kullanm kaplari, as-
tar dekorlu ve perdahli kullanm kaplari ve insan figUrlerinin
yaygin olarak Uretildigi bir bolgedir. Mezcala, Ameyaltepec,
San Agustin ve Tuliman gibi sehirler bu Uretimlerin yapildig L
o6nemli merkezlerdendir. Figlrler bir kez pisirilir ve krem
renkli bir astarla astarlanir daha sonra kirmizi ve siyah renk-
li astarlarla dekorlanirlar. Bu bdlgenin en bilinen dretimi gizgi-
sel olarak dekorlanmis uzun insan figurleridir.

Guanajuato

Guanajuato, Meksika'nin zengin eyaletlerinden biridir. Bagkent
Guanajuato ve cevresindeki kentlerde, Puebla'daki gibi Talavera
dretimi yapilmaktadir. Bu bolgede Dolares de Hidalgo Talevara ko-
nusunda taninmis bir kdyddr. Guanajuato’nun Talaveralari Pueb-
la’dakinden hem kil hem de dekor yéninden oldukca farklidir ve
sirlarinin kaliteli olmasina ragmen boyalarin seramiklerin Gzerinden
aktigi gértlmektedir. Dekorlar, cok seyrek, 6zglr, akici ve daha az
bicimsel olarak da farklilik géstermektedir.

Chiapas
Buytk oranda yerli halk ntfusuna sahip olan Chiapas, Meksi-
ka'nin en gliney eyaletidir. iki biytk gémlekgi merkeziyle taninmis-
tir. Bunlar Amatenango del Valle ve Naja’dir. Amatenango’lu kadin-
lar ilk cémlekcilerdir ve halen tek pisirimli kullanim kaplari Uretirler.
Bu kaplar soluk turuncu astarli, zemini ise camurun dogal rengi
olan fildisi rengi ¢omleklerdir. Dekorlar, sulandirimig yerel toprak-
larla gizgisel veya yapraklar seklinde yapilir. BuyUk uzun kapleri fi-
til yontemiyle sekillendirirler, ayni zamanda bazi gémlekgiler camur
tornasi da kullanmaktadir. Yerde ha-
zirladiklart bir odun yiginiyla yarim sa-
at kadar sdren bir pisirim yaparlar.
Naja'da ise erkekler kendi gelenekle-
rine uygun olarak térensel objeler Ure-
tirler. Tanrilarin yGzleriyle suslenmis
tatsy kaplari ve davullar yapmaktadir-
lar. Acikta pisirim yapildigi icin sera-
mikler dogal olarak kil ve dumanin
biraktigi izlerle dekorlanmis olur.

Oaxaca

Oaxaca bagskentinin birkag kilo-
metre uzaginda bulunan Santa Maria
Atzompa, Ocotlan de Morelos ve San
Bartolo Coyotepec sehirleri Meksi-
ka’'nin en taninan gémlekgi merkezle-
ridir. Atzompa’da yesil sirli kullanim

Puebla, Talavera ustasi

Osorio, beside high quality utilitarian ware,

trees of life colored with linings, decorated

with trees, human beings and animals in
clay color but burnished thoroughly are also
in production.

Patamban, Pinas
Patamban, Pinas

Guerrero
Guerrero province is a region where
glazed and decoration free utilitarian
vessels, lining decorated and varnis-
hed utilitarian ware and human figuri-
nes are produced widely, although
. It is known for the world famed
;-,_k Acapulco and Zihuatanejo holi-
?_ day towns. Towns like Mezcala,
- Ameyaltepec, San Agustin and
Tuliman are important settle-
ments where such wares are pro-
duced. The figurines are fired ones
and lined with a cream colored under-
coat then decorated by red and black colo-
red undercoats. The most widely known wares of
this region are the tall human figurines decorated with
lines.

Guanajuato

Guanajuato is one of the richest provinces of Mexico. Like in
Puebla, Talavera is produced in the capital city of Guanajuato and
surrounding towns. Dolares de Hidalgo is a village known by its
Talavara wares in this region. The Talavera of Guanajuato are qu-
ite different from those in Puebla in terms of both clay and also de-
corations and despite their high quality glazing, it is observed that
dyes run over the ceramic ware. Decorations are quite rare, free,
flowing and also differ form-wise.

Chiapas

Chiapas, which has a large native population, is the southern-
most province of Mexico. It is known for two big pottery settle-
ments. These are Amatenango del Valle and Naja. The women of
Amatenango are the first potters and
still produce single fired utilitarian wa-
res. These vessels have pale orange
undercoats and ivory backgrounds in
the natural color of clay. Decorations
are made using water mixed local
earth in the form of lines or leaves.
They form the large tall urns by the
coil method but at the same time, so-
me potters use the potter’'s wheel.
The wares are fired for about half an
hour on a stack of woods they prepa-
re on the ground. In Naja, on the ot-
her hand, men produce ritualistic ob-
jects in line with their traditions. They
produce incense vessels and drums
decorated with the faces of gods.
Since firing is done outdoors, cera-

]

Puebla, Talavera pottery master
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kaplar Uretilir. Teodora Blanco, Atzompa’nin
en iyi ¢dmlekgisidir. Blanco’nun en taninan
drUnleri sirsiz Bordeado'landir. Bu kaplarin
Uzerine kertenkeleler, kadin figurleri, gicekler
ve fantastik hayvanlar aplike edilmistir. Ayrica,
blytk dlcllere sahip kadin figUrlerinin Gzerin-
de, yeniden dogus, annelik ve gebelik anla-
mini taglyan, ufak hayvanlar, kadinlar ve c¢i-
cekler siralanmigtir. Bu formlarin arka ytzlerin-
de ise olumle ilgili figarler bulunmaktadir. Gu-
nimiizde Teodora Blanco'nun kizi irma Cla-
udia Garcia Blanco annesinin akimini bagaril
bir sekilde strddrmektedir. Ocatlan de More-
los, Aguilar ailesi tarafindan tanitimis bir se-
hirdir. Parlak ve ¢ok renkli figUratif seramikle-
rinde Onceleri koyluler konu edilmis, ancak
glnimuzde Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera ve
gecmis Meksikall bagkanlar gibi pek cok kul-
tarel figurlerin yer aldigi son derece ilging Uretimleri bulunmaktadir.
San Bartolo Coyotepec “Barro Negro” lariyla (siyah seramikler)
ddnya ¢apinda Un yapmis sehirlerden biridir. Coyotepec’in kendi-
ne 6zgu siyah renkli seramikleri basarili bir ilkel pisirim teknigi ile
elde edilir. Pisirim sirasinda firinin icine yakacak ilave edildikten
sonra finnin butlin acik kalan yerleri tamamiyla kapatilir ve finn icin-
de artan karbon sayesinde kilin rengi siyaha dénusur. Pisirim bit-
tikten sonra Urtnler hayvan yagi, cila veya bitkisel yag ile parlatilir-
lar. Oaxaca’ da yaygin olarak Uretilen iki tir seramik daha vardrr.
Biri renkli sirlarin akitimaslyla elde edilmis akitmali seramikler ve
digeri de Mescal Maymunlaridir. Mescal Maymunlari, Mescal igki-
sinin satisinda ve ikraminda kullanilan maymun formunda seramik-
lerdir. Genellikle kalipla sekillendirilen bu maymunlar elde dekorla-
nir. Ozguin Zapotecan kltdrinin merkezi olan, Oaxaca’nin giine-
yinde Thuantepec'in Istmus beldesinde, bu bélgeyi temsil eden
comlekler yapilmaktadir. Zapotecanlar anaerkil bir kabile oldugu
icin seramik Uretiminin cogunlugunu kadinlar gergeklestirmektedir.
Su sogutucusu islevi olan kaplar, gok gozenekli kilden U¢ parga
halinde yapllirlar ve temel formu kadin viicududur. En Usteki sig ve
genis kap kadinin bagin, alttaki diger kaplar da genisleyerek bir-
birini takip eder ve vicudu olusturur. Kuzey Oaxaca’'da Santo Do-
mingo Tonaltepec'te yine kadinlar tarafindan Chorreado olarak ad-
landirlan ¢émlekler Uretilir. Perdahlanmis bu kaplar pisirimden he-
men sonra, daha sicakken Uzerlerine mese agaci kabugundan el-
de edilmis kahverengi maddenin Uzerlerine sicratilarak beneklen-
mesiyle dekorlanirlar. Bu dekorlama teknigi Meksika'nin diger yer-
lerinde gérilmemektedir. -

Chihuahua

Meksika’'nin  kuzeyinde
yer alan Chihuahua eyale-
tinde dunyaca Un yapmis,
Mata Ortiz olarak adlandiri-
lan seramikler Uretilmekte-
dir. Bu seramikler retildik-
leri kdydn ismi olan Casas
Grandes olarak da bilinir-
ler. Cogunlukla Olla deni-
len, genis karinli dar agizli

Santa Maria Atzompa, irma Claudia Garcia Blanco'nun bir galigmast

San Bartolo Coyotepec, “Barro

Negro” (siyah seramikler)
San Bartolo Coyotepec, “Barro Negro”
(black ceramic ware)

mic ware are naturally decorated with traces
left by ash and smoke.

Oaxaca

Santa Maria Atzompa, Ocotlan de More-
los and San Bartolo Coyotepec which lie just
a few kilometers away from the capital of Oa-
xaca are the best known pottery settlements
of Mexico. Utilitarian vessels with green gla-
zes are produced in Atzompa. Teodora Blan-
co is Atzompa'’s best potter. The best known
wares of Blanco are the unglazed Borde-
ados. Lizards, women figures, flowers and
fantastic animals are applied on such ves-
sels. Also, small animals, women and flowers
depicting rebirth and motherhood and preg-
nancy are on the women figures of large si-
zes. On the backs of these forms are death
related figures. Currently, Teodora Blanco’s daughter Irma Cla-
udia Garcia Blanco is continuing the movement of her mother suc-
cessfully. Ocatlan de Morelos is a town which became known,
thanks to the Aguilar family. First, villagers were depicted on the
glossy and multichrome figurative ceramic ware but presently
many cultural figures of people like Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera and
past Mexican presidents are among the highly interesting wares
produced. San Bartolo Coyotepec “Barro Negro” is known world-
wide for its “Barro Negro’s (black ceramic ware). Coyotepec’s ori-
ginal black colored ceramic ware are derived by a successful pri-
mitive firing technique. During firing, after items to be burnt are ad-
ded into the kiln, all exposed areas of the kiln are totally covered
and the color of clay turns to black because of the carbon incre-
asing in the kiln. After firing, wares are finished using lanoline, var-
nishes or plant oils. One is the trailed ceramic ware derived by slip
trailing of colored glazes and the other is the Mescal Monkeys.
Mescal Monkeys are monkey formed ceramic ware used in the sa-
le and offering of the drink Mescal. These monkeys, usually sha-
ped by mould, are hand decorated. In the town of Istmus of Thu-
antepec, south of Oaxaca, which is the center of the original Za-
potecan culture, pots representing this region are produced. As
Zapotecans are a matriarchal tribe, women produce most of the
ceramic ware. Vessels, which serve as water coolers, are built in
three parts of highly porous clay and the basic form is the women’s
body. The shallow and wide vessel on top is the head of the wo-
man and the other vessels underneath follow each other in gro-
wing sizes, comprising the body. In Santo Domingo Tonaltepec in
North Oaxaca, again pots named Chorreado are produced by wo-
men. These burnished vessels are decorated by splashing of gro-
und substance obtained from the bark of oak tree when hot right
after firing. This decoration technique is not found in other places
of Mexico.

Santa Maria Atzompa, a work by Irma Claudia Garcia Blanco

Chihuahua

Ceramic ware known as Mata Ortiz which are known worldwi-
de are produced in the province of Chihuahua in the north part of
Mexico. These ceramic ware are also known as Casas Grandes
which is the name of their village of origin. Alongside of wide bel-
lied narrow mouthed forms named Olla; plates, vases and animal
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formlar yapilimakla birlikte, tabaklar, vazolar ve hayvan figurleri de
Gretimin icindedir. Sekillendirme tamamen elde fitil teknigi ile yapil-
makta, ustalar kusursuz simetriyi yakalayarak zarif ve ince formlar
elde etmektedirler. Mata Ortiz dekorlari, 6zgun, yaraticl, ince ve
karmasik cizgilerle yapilan geometrik desenlerdir. Dogadaki mine-
rallerden elde ettikleri kirmizi, siyah ve krem renkler ile genellikle in-
san sagindan yapilmis fircalarla ve olaganustu ustalikla formlar
Uzerine resmedilmektedir. Casas Grandes'te atolyeler aile olarak
calismakta ve Uretim teknikleri nesilden nesile ge¢cmektedir. Her ai-
lenin uyguladigi desenler birbirinden farkliik gostermekte hatta
genc kusagin desenleri ile yaslilarinki arasinda uslup ve 6zgunluk
agisindan farklar goérulebilmektedir. En Unli seramikgi Juan Qu-
ezada ve ailesidir. Casas Grandes'te Ortiz, Martinez, Quezada,
Olivas Hernandez, Dominguez, lopez de Ortiz, Casas de Veloz gi-
bi pek cok aile dretimlerini strdirmektedir. Elde sekillendirilen kap-
larin ylzeyleri, kuruduktan sonra
ince bir zmparayla diuzgunlesti-
rilir, sonra bebe yag yada bitki-
sel yaglarla yaglanir ve deri sert-
ligindeyken islatimis kumaslarla
perdahlanir. Perdahlama isle-
minde, pamuklu bir kumas par-
casl, deri, cakil tasl, kasik arkasi
ve hayvan kemikleri gibi araclar
kullaniimaktadir. K&y c¢evresin-
deki ocaklardan alinan mineral
kayaclari 6gutulerek, sulandiril-
mis gamurla karigtinilir elde edi-
len bu astarlarla dekorlama islemi yapilmaktadir. Pisirimler ilkel
yontemlerle yerde yapilmakta, ancak kaplar birarada degil tek tek
pisirilmektedir. Tamamen siyah olan seramikler yogun reduksiyon
sonucunda elde edilirler. Pigirilecek kap yerde bir metal sacayak
Uzerine oturtulur ve quemador denilen, pismis topraktan yapilmis,
iki tabani da aclk bUyUkce silindir kabin Uzerine gegcirilir.
Quemadorun ve kabin ici odun kulleri ile iyice doldurulur. Disina
bolca yerlestirilen odunlarin yakilmasiyla pisirim gerceklestirilir.
Dumansiz (nétr) pisirimde de, seramik kap ayni sekilde sacayak
(izerine oturtulur ve altina odun yerlestirilir. Uzerine pismis toprak-
tan yapilmis, klcuk bir kapi agikligl ve tepesinde de deligi olan
kubbe bicimli, firin gérevini yerine getiren bir kap kapatilir. Bu kabin
cevresine ve Ustlne odun yerlestirilerek pisirim yapilir. Pigirimlerde
sicaklik 1000 °C ve Uizerinde olabilmektedir.

Meksika geleneksel seramiklerinin, tarinten gelen zengin form
ve dekorlarinin yani sira, seramik ustalarinin yaraticiliklari, mal-
zemeye olaganUstl hakimiyetleri ve emekleriyle gerceklesen goz
kamastirici Uretimler Glkenin simgesi olarak dinyaca taninmiglardir.

Casas Grandes,
siyah mata ortiz,
rediiktif pigirilmis o =

figurines are also produced. The form is totally given by the hand
coiled technique, masters capturing elegant and fine forms with
perfect symmetry. Mata Ortiz decorations are geometrical pat-
terns created by original creative, fine and complex lines. These
are applied onto the forms with usually brushes made of human
hair, with exceptional skill in red, black and cream colors derived
from natural minerals. At Casas Grandes, workshops work as a fa-
mily and production techniques are handed over from generation
to generation. Patterns applied by each family differ from each ot-
her, in fact variations may be observed in terms of style and origi-
nality between the patterns of the young generation and the old.
The most famed ceramic producer is Juan Quezada and his fa-
mily. Many families like Ortiz, Martinez, Quezada, Olivas Hernan-
dez, Dominguez, lopez de Ortiz and Casas de Veloz are produ-
cing at Casas Grandes. The surfaces of hand formed vessels are
smoothened with a fine sanding
after drying, then are oiled with
baby oil or plant oils and when
skin hard, are burnished with wet
cloth. In the burnishing process,
tools like a piece of cotton cloth,
leather, gravel stone, backs of
spoons and animal bones are be-
ing used. Mineral rocks obtained
from the quarries around the villa-
ge are ground and mixed with wa-
ter mixed clay to be used for de-
corations with these undercoats.
Firings are carried out on the ground by primitive techniques with
vessels fired not collectively but one by one. Totally black ceramic
ware are obtained as a result of intense reduction. The vessel to
be fired is seated on a metal tripod on the ground and a rather lar-
ge cylinder called quemador made of fired earth with both bases
open is placed over the vessel. The insides of the quemador and
the vessel are thoroughly filled with wood ash. Firing is performed
by burning of ample wood placed outside. In neutral firing, the ce-
ramic vessel is again seated on the tripod and wood is placed un-
derneath. Then a vessel serving as a kiln which is dome shaped
with a small door opening and a hole at the top made of fired earth
is placed over it. Wood is placed around and over this vessel for
firing. Temperature may be 1000 °C and above during firings.

In addition to the historical rich forms and decorations of the
traditional Mexican ceramic ware, these wares are known worldwi-
de by the creativities of ceramic masters, their exceptional control
of materials and striking production achieved through their efforts
as symbols of the country.

Casas Grandes, black mata
ortiz, reduction fired
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