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TiM Baskani (President)
Mehmet Buyukeksi

[hracatcinmn hedefi veni pazarlar olmals

The aim of the exporter must be new markefs

“Yeni pazarlara agiimak gerekiyor. Bundan
once ortaya koydugumuz, komsu ve cevre
ulkeler politikasi ihracatimizi yizde 4’lerden
yuizde 30’lara ¢ikarmis durumda. 2007’de
AB ulkelerine yaptigimiz ihracat yiizde
56,5di. Bu rakam 2008’de ytizde 48,5’¢e
distl. Tarkiye'nin cevre Ulkelere 2007’de
yaptigr ihracat 6zellikle Ortadogu Ulkelerine,
ytzde 7’den ytzde 14’e ¢ikmis durumda.
Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri'ne yaptigimiz
ihracat da ylzde 150'lik bir artig var.
Ihracatimizin artisl ylzde 21 iken, yeni
pazarlardaki artig bu rakamin 10-15 kati.”

"It is necessary to open to new markets. The
neighboring and surrounding countries policy,
which we previously set forth, has increased our
exports from 4 percents to 30 percents. Exports
we made to EU countries in 2007 was 56.5
percent. This figure dropped to 48.5 percent in
2008. Exports Turkey made to surrounding
countries in 2007, especially to Middle Eastern
countries, have gone up from 7 percent to 14
percent. There is an increase of 150 percent in our
exports we make to United Arab Emirates. While
the rise in our exports is 21 percent, the increase
in new markets is 10-15 times this figure.”
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Turkiye ekonomisi 2008 yilini ilk U¢ ceyrekte yakaladigi ivme ile
iyi bitirdi. Gergi son ¢eyrekte ihracat rakamlar dustl ama yakala-
nan ivme ihracatimizi 130 milyar dolar seviyelerine tasidi. 2009 yili
icin beklentiler oldukca kétimser gériinmekle beraber Turkiye ih-
racatcilar Meclisi (TiM) Baskani Mehmet Bliytkeksi, gelismekte
olan pazarlarin Turk ihracatgisl igin ¢ikis yolu oldugunu dustndyor.
Orta ve Uzakdogu Ulkeleri ile Afrika pazarinin, daralan ABD ve AB
pazarlarinin en azindan su gecis déneminde yerini almasi gerekti-
gini séyltyor. TIM'in yeni Baskani Mehmet Biytkeksi ile Ttrkiye
ekonomisini ve Turk ihracatcisinin yeni rotasini konustuk.

Her yeni yénetici kendi vizyonunu da kurumuna yansitmak is-
ter. Bagkani oldugunu TiM’in yeni dénemdeki vizyon ve mis-
yonu ne olacak?

2008’de baglayan kuresel ekonomik kriz, bize yeni bir bakis
acisl gerektiriyor. Amacimiz ihracati daha karl hale getirebilmek.
Cunku gectigimiz donemde yUksek faiz, diistk kurdan kaynakla-
nan sorunlarla ihracatcilarnimiz kar edemiyordu. Cok dusuk kar-
larla mallarini ihra¢ ediyorlardi. 2023'te Cumhuriyetimizin 100.y1-
linda 500 milyar dolarlik bir ihracat hedefimiz var. Bu hedeflere
ulasmak icin stratejik calismalar yapacagiz. ihracatci birlikleri-
mizle bu konularin yeniden ele alinmasini saglayacak toplantilar
gerceklestirecegiz. Inovasyon, ar-ge, endustriyel tasarim projele-
rine firmalarimizin énem vermesini saglayacak programlar tze-
rinde galisacagiz.

Tirkiye’nin 2008 yili ekonomik performansini nasil degerlen-
diriyorsunuz?

Turk ihracat¢isi agisindan 2008, son Ug ay harig koétd gecme-
di. Son ¢eyrege kadar yuzde 25-30 aras! ihracat artisi gergekles-
ti cesitli sektdrlerde. Son ceyrek kotl gecti, ama toplamda yili yliz-
de 21 gibi bir ihracat artisl ile tamamladik. Dunyanin yasadigi kriz
ortaminda yakaladigimiz bu ihracat artisi son derece énemli. Sek-
térel olarak ihracat artislarina baktigimizda otomotiv, emtia fiyatla-
rnin artislyla birlikte demir-celik ve hazir giyim sektorlerinin 6ne
ciktigini géruyoruz. Demir celikte ylizde 60'in Ustlinde bir artis var.

Tirk ihracatcisi krize nasil yakalandi? Tirk ihracatcisinin
2008 performansini analiz eder misiniz? “Simdiki sansimiz
kiiresel krizlere karsi deneyimli olmamiz” diyorsunuz. Bu de-
neyim krizden ¢ikis ararken size nasil bir yol gésterecek?
Tarkiye 2001 krizinde ¢zellikle bankacilik sektérinde dnemli
bir badire atlatt. Cok énemli tedbirler aldi. Birgok banka batti. O
donem ki kriz kuresel bir kriz degildi, Turkiye'nin kendi sikintilarin-
dan kaynaklanan bir krizdi. Bugun kriz ktresel oldugu icin ihracat
pazarlarinda da daralma var. 2007'de AB Ulkelerine yaptigimiz ih-
racat ylzde 56,5°di. Bu rakam 2008'de ylizde 48,5'e dustu. Turki-
ye'nin cevre Ulkelere 2007'de yapti§i inracat 6zellikle Ortadogu Ul-
kelerine, ylzde 7'den ylzde 14’e ¢cikmis durumda. Afrika'ya yap-
tigimiz ihracat ylzde 4'ten yUzde 5'e ¢ikmis durumda. Birlesik
Arap Emirlikleri'ne yaptigimiz ihracat da ytzde 150’lik bir artis var.
Ihracatimizin artisi ytizde 21 iken, yeni pazarlardaki artis bu raka-
min 10-15 kati. 2009 yili Ddnya Bankasi blyUme tahminlerine
baktigimizda ABD ve AB Ulkelerinde yuzde sifir veya eksi disUs-
lerde bir gerileme goérulecek. Gelismekte olan ya da az gelismis
pazarlarda ise tam tersi, ylzde 7 bldyUme oranlari tahmin ediliyor.
Biz de bu pazarlara daha fazla 6nem verilmesini destekliyoruz.

The Turkish economy closed 2008 with the momentum it cap-
tured in the first three quarters. Indeed, export figures dropped in
the last quarter but the captured momentum carried out exports to
130 billion Dollar levels. Although expectations seem rather pessi-
mistic for 2009, Turkish Exporters Assembly (TIM) President Meh-
met Blylkeksi thinks that developing markets is the way out for
Turkish exporters. He says that Middle and Far Eastern countries
and African market should replace the contracting USA and EU
markets at least in this transition period. We discussed the Turkish
economy and the new course of the Turkish exporter with TIM’s
new President Mehmet Bllytikeksi.

Each new director wishes to echo his vision on his organiza-
tion. What will the vision and mission of TIM which you head
be in upcoming period?

The global economic crisis, which started in 2008, makes it ne-
cessary for us to have a new perspective. Our aim is to make ex-
ports more profitable. Because in recent periods, our exporters
could not make profits due to problems attributable to high interest
and low exchange rates. They used to export their wares at very
low profits. We have an export aim of 500 billion Dollars in the
100th anniversary of our Republic in 2023. We will undertake stra-
tegic studies to reach these targets. We will hold meetings to allow
re-handling of these topics with our exporters unions. We will work
on programs which will allow our firms to be committed to innova-
tion, R&D and industrial design projects.

Will you evaluate Turkey’s 2008 economic performance?

For the Turkish exporter, 2008 was not bad except for the last
three months. There was an increase in exports between 25-30
percent until the last quarter in various sectors. The last quarter
was bad but in total, we completed the year with a rise in exports
like 21 percent. This export increase we captured in this global cri-
sis environment is extremely significant. Looking at export figures
by industry, we see that automotive, iron-steel and clothing indust-
ries are in the forefront with the rise in commodity prices. There is
an increase of more than 60 percent in iron and steel.

How was the Turkish exporter caught in the crisis? Could you
analyze year 2008 performance of the Turkish exporter? You
say “Our chance now is our experience against global crises”.
What kind of a path will this experience indicate for you when
looking for a way out of the crisis?

Turkey went through a significant turmoil especially in the ban-
king industry in the 2001 crisis. It took very important measurs.
Many banks failed. The crisis then was not a global one; it was a
crisis attributable to Turkey’s own problems. Since the crisis is glo-
bal today, there is a contraction in export markets, too. In 2007, our
export to EU countries was 56.5 percent. This figure dropped to
48.5 percent in 2008. The exports Turkey makes to neighboring
countries in 2007, especially to Middle Eastern countries, have go-
ne up from 7 percent to 14 percent. Our exports to Africa have ri-
sen to 5 percent from 4 percent. There is an increase of 150 per-
cent in our exports to United Arab Emirates. While the increase in
our exports is 21 percent, the increase in new markets is 10-15 ti-
mes this figure. Looking at World Bank growth projections for
2009, there will be a decline of zero percent or minus figures in

41



EKONOMI SOYLESI / ECONOMY INTERVIEW

42

Tiirk ihracatcisinin kriz karsisinda ¢ikis yollari nelerdir. Bir ré-
portajinizda “ihracatginin yeni rotasi Orta ve Uzak Dogu iilke-
leri demistiniz?” Bunu biraz acar misiniz?

Yeni pazarlara agilmak gerekiyor. Bundan énce ortaya koydu-
gumuz, komsu ve cevre Ulkeler politikasi ihracatimizi ylzde 4'ler-
den ylizde 30'lara ¢ikartmis durumda. Dis Ticaretten Sorumlu Dev-
let Bakanimiz Sayin Kurgat Tizmen, cevre Ulkelerle ticari iligkileri-
mizin gelistirimesi igin bolge turuna cikiyor. Misir ve iran’a gitti. Bu
girisimler bizim icin énemlidir. Bunlar yeni pazarlardir. Bunlarin bir
kisminda firsatlarimiz var ve degerlendirmeliyiz. Finansman sorun-
lar ¢ozUlUrse daha rahat ihracat yapabiliriz. Gaziantepli ihracatgi-
larimizin en ¢ok ihracat yaptidr Ulkeler Irak ve Suriye...

TiM olarak bu rotayi belirlemelerinde Tiirk ihracatcilarina nasil
bir yol haritasi ¢ikariyorsunuz?

Cumhurbagskanimiz Suudi Arabistan’a gidiyor, sonrasinda Afri-
ka ve bolge Ulkelerini ziyaret ediyor. ihracatcilanmizin bunlar takip
etmesi, devlet blyUklerimizin gezilerine katimalari, yeni pazar ara-
yislarina agirlik vermeleri gerekiyor. Bu Ulkelerde diizenlenen fuar-
lara katilmak gerekiyor. ikili iliskilere girebilmek icin dogrudan ziya-
retler ve o bolgelerdeki etkinliklere katimak seklinde, kendilerine
yeni acilimlar saglayabilirler. Su an yasanan daralmayi baska pa-
zarlar arayarak gidermek lazim.

Tirkiye’nin 2009’da daha az yabanci sermaye ¢ekecegini ve
doviz gelirlerinde diisis olacagini séyliiyorsunuz.

2008'de yirmi milyar dolar bir yabanci sermayenin geldigi tmit
ediliyor. Rakamlar tam agiklanmadi. Bu belki 15’ de dusebilir.
2007'de 20 milyardi bu. Ben 2009°'da bu rakamin 10 milyar dolar
seviyelerine dusecegini tahmin ediyorum. Uretim ve istihdam agi-
sindan ihracat dnem kazaniyor. Bu krizin firmalarimiza yansiyan en
6nemli sikintisi finansman ve istihdam sorunudur. Trkiye’nin en
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USA and EU countries. It is the opposite in developing or under-
developed markets. Seven percent growth figures are being pro-
jected. We, too, support more commitment to these markets.

What are ways out for the Turkish exporter against a crisis?
In an interview, you have said “The now course for the expor-
ter is the Middle and Far East countries”. Could you please
elaborate?

It is necessary to open to new markets. The neighboring and
surrounding countries policy, which we previously set forth, has
increased our exports from 4 percents to 30 percents. Mr. Kirsat
Tuzmen, our Minister of State in charge of Foreign Trade, is star-
ting a tour of the region for developing our trade relations with ne-
ighboring countries. He visited Egypt and Iran. These initiatives
are significant for us. These are new markets. We have opportuni-
ties in some of these and we must take advantage of them. We can
export more comfortably if financing problems are resolved. Co-
untries our exporters in Gaziantep make most exports to are Iraq
and Syria. ..

What is your road map for Turkish exporters for setting this
course as TIM?

Our president is going to Saudi Arabia and visit Africa and co-
untries of the region later. Our exporters must follow these; partici-
pate in the visits of our leaders and be committed to searches for
new markets. Trade fairs organized in these countries must be at-
tended. They can provide new approaches for themselves by di-
rect visits and participating in events in those regions to set up bi-
lateral relations. The current contraction must be compensated for
by looking for other market.

You say that in 2009, Turkey will draw less foreign capital and
there will be a drop in foreign currency income.

It is hoped that the incoming foreign capital was twenty billion
Dollars in 2008. The figures were not fully posted. This may be
down to 15 percent. In 2007, it was 20 billions. | expect this figure
fo come down to 10 billion Dollars in 2009. Exports are gaining sig-
nifance in terms of production and employment. The most impor-
tant problem this crisis imposed on our firms is the problem of fi-
nancing and employment. Turkey’s most important need is foreign
currency. The private sector has international debts. It will need fo-
reign currency to pay this debt in the near future. | believe that ex-
ports must be emphasized to relieve this need.

At what level do you think the exchange rate will be in 2009?

We have to use Turkey’s geographical and logistic advantage
in the best way as possible. There was a flexibility, a fluctuation
between 1.5, 1.7 in the Dollar in the new year. We expect this to
fluctuate between 1.6 and 1.8 from now on. We think the narrower
this band is, there will be more stability for the exporter. If it can re-
main in these bands, not only we can compete in international
markets, this will be a rate with which we can deal with input costs.

You're saying that production and marketing are the dyna-
mics of the revitalization of the Turkish economy. What kind
of a solution do you propose for this?

The economy must be kept lively in the domestic market, too.
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énemli ihtiyaci doviz. Ozel sektérin yurtdisina borcu var. Bu bor-
cun 6numuzdeki gunlerde 6¢denmesi icin dovize ihtiyaci olacak.
Bu ihtiyacin giderilmesi icin de ihracata 6énem verilmesi gerektigini
ddstntyorum.

Déviz kurunun 2009’da hangi seviyelerde olacagini diisinii-
yorsunuz?

Turkiye'nin cografi ve lojistik avantajini cok iyi sekilde kullan-
mak gerekiyor. Yilbasinda dolarda 1,5, 1,7 arasinda bir esneklik
vardi, dalgalanma vardi. Biz bundan sonra 1,6 ile 1,8 arasinda bir
dalgalanma olacagini bekliyoruz. Bu bant ne kadar daralirsa ihra-
catcl igin o kadar istikrar olacagini 6ngértiyoruz. Eger bu bantlar-
da kalabilirse, bizim igin su anda yurt disi piyasalarda rekabet ede-
bilecegimiz girdi maliyetleriyle bas edebilecegimiz bir kur olacag-
ni dustndyoruz.

Tiirkiye ekonomisinin canlanmasinin dinamikleri tiretim ve
pazarlama diyorsunuz. Bunun i¢in nasil bir ¢éziim 6neri-
yorsunuz?

ic piyasada da ekonominin canli tutulmasi gerekiyor. Sadece
enflasyona kilitlenen bir ekonomi anlayisiyla bu mimkin olmaz.
Yurtdisi sermaye Ulkemize bankacilik, sigorta, alisveris merkezi ve
perakende sektoriiyle girdi. ic piyasamiz icin geldiler. 70 milyonu
asan nufusumuz var. Bundan faydalaniimasi ve ekonominin canli
tutulmasi gerekiyor ki Uretim ve istihdamda daha az sikinti yasaya-
im. Ihracatcilanmizin da Grtnlerinin bir kismini, diinyada daralan
pazarlarda géz énune alinarak, i¢ piyasaya surebilirler.

ihracatciya ayrilan kaynak, krizi atlatmada ve 2009'da ihracat
rakamlarinin yiikselmesinde nasil bir etki yapar, yeterlimidir?

Bizim yillardir bu kaynaklarin arttirimasi ile ilgili taleplerimiz var.
Eximbank kaynaklarinin artinimasi ile ilgili taleplerimiz kismen kar-
sllandi. Eximbank’in sermayesi de 1 milyar TL'den 2 milyar TL'ye
cikanildi. Bu bize yardimci oldu. KOSGEB'ten ihracatgilara 1 milyar
dolarlik, 6 aylik faizsiz bir kredi istedik. Bu da olumlu karsiland. Ta-
bii bunlar yeter mi? Yetmez. En blytk sikinti su gunlerde gtven
bunalimidir. Bunu asmak icin “Kredi Garanti Fonu” 6énerimiz var.
Minumum 500 milyon dolar “Kredi Garanti Fonu” olusturulup, bu
guven krizi yasayan firmalara kefalet veriimesi gerekiyor. Bununla
ilgili de talebimiz var. Bir diger talebimiz de istihdamla ilgili. SSK
borcu olmayan firmalarin isgi cikartmamasi kaydiyla, Ucretlerinin
ylUzde 25'inin issizlik fonundan 6denmesi yolunda bir talebimiz var.

2009°da Turkiye’nin nasil bir ekonomik gériiniimii olacak?

2009 zor bir yil olacak. Ihracatimizda dtists olacak. Bu duist-
stin sinirli olmasi igin yeni pazarlar éngdéruyoruz. 2009, U¢ ve dor-
ddncu ¢eyrekte kismen iyilesmeler olsa bile bu yili kurtarmaya yet-
mez. Asil hedefimiz 2010 yili olacaktir. 2009'da 100 milyar dolarlik
bir ihracat rakami bekliyoruz. Aralik ayinda ihracatta yizde 25 du-
sus olmustu. Ocak ayi ihracati da ylzde 27 dustu. Biz bu gerile-
meyi 6n gérmustuk. Bunun énumuzdeki bir iki ay icerisinde de
ylzde 20-25 arasinda devam edecegini distntyoruz. 2009 yili so-
nu ihracat hedefinde ylzde 17 dusus bekliyoruz. Bunu da son de-
rece dogal karsiliyoruz. Bizim ihracat yaptigimiz pazarlardaki talep
dustiklugi bunu yaratiyor. ikinci ceyrekten sonra dis piyasalarda
olusacak gelismelere paralel inracatimiz da ona goére sekillenecek,
su anda 6nUmuzu net olarak géremiyoruz.”

This cannot be possible with a concept of economy only buying
the inflation. International capital entered our country in the ban-
king, insurance, shopping center and retail industries. They came
for our domestic market. We have a population over 70 million. We
have to take advantage of this and keep the economy lively so that
we have less problems in production and employment. Our expor-
ters, too, may launch part of their products in the domestic market,
considering the contracting global markets too.

What kind of an impact will resources allocated to the expor-
ter have in overcoming the crisis and raising export figures in
200972 Is this enough?

We have had demands on increasing of these resources
over the years. Our demands for increasing Eximbank funds we-
re partly answered. The share capital of Eximbank was incre-
ased from 1 billion TL to 2 billion TL. This helped us. We asked
for 1 billion Dollar worth, 6-month interest-free loan for exporters
from KOSGEB. We had a positive response here, too. Of course,
will these be enough? No. The most important problem these
days is the crisis of trust. To overcome this, we have a proposal
of’Loan Guarantee Fund”. A loan guarantee fund of minimum
500 million Dollars must be formed and guarantees must be is-
sued to firms experiencing this trust crisis. We have a request re-
garding this. Our another request involves employment. We had
a request for payment of 25 percent of wages out of the unemp-
loyment fund for firms with no amounts owing to SSK, provided
they don’t lay off workers.

What will be Turkey’s economic outlook in 2009?

2009 will be a tough year. There will be a decline in our ex-
ports. We contemplate new markets so that this decline is limited.
Even if there are partial improvements in the third and fourth quar-
ters of 2009, these will not be enough to save the year. Our main
target will be 2010. We anticipate an export figure of 100 billion
Dollars in 2009. Exports fell 25 percent in December. The drop in
exports for January is 27 percent. We had predicted this retarda-
tion. We think that this will continue at about 20-25 percent during
the following couple of months. We expect a drop of 17 percent in
2009 year-end export figures. We think this is highly natural. This
is because of the drop in demand in our export markets. Our ex-
ports will be shaped in parallel with the development in internati-
onal markets after the second quarter. Presently, we cannot see
what is ahead of us clearly.”
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