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Kelaynaklarln Yurdu Birecik .

Home of the Eastern Bald Ibis, Blreakj’."'_- .

E

Birecik kay laynakla
Bald ibis in their nests in Birecik rocks

Birecik, Firat'in sol kiyisinda yer alan, denizden 450

m ylikseklikte kire¢tasindan olusmus yiikseltinin
yamacina kurulmus. Glineydogu'nun bir zamanlar en
onemli ticaret merkezlerinden olan yerlesim bugin
Sanhurfa'ya bagli bir ilce merkezidir. Yoreye has mimari
Ozellik gosteren eski evleri biriket mimarinin yok
etmedigi Firat boyunca uzanan dar, uzun kiyi seridi
Uzerinde ve kalenin arkasinda surlarla cevrili eski

kent alaninin icinde ancak belirli sayida korunabilmis.
Geleneksel yerlesimi cevreleyen surlarinin ise bazi
bolimleri kalabilmistir. Sehir kapilarindan sadece Urfa
Kapisi tiim gorkemiyle ayaktadir. Mecan Kapisi'nin

ise bir bolim{ durmaktadir. Bugiine ulasabilmis bu
tarihi degerleriyle Birecik, Firat kiyisinda gliniimiize
gelebilmis en karakteristik yerlesimlerden birisidir.

Kasabanin 6niinde, Firat tizerinde yapilan Gnli

Birecik Képriisii yer aliyor. Uzerinde durup Firat'i ve
cevreyi seyretmek insani derinden etkiliyor. Vaktiyle
nice daglari, ovalari asip durmaksizin ¢cagildayip

gelen Firat, glinimuizde Keban, Karakaya, Atatuirk,
Birecik barajlarinin yapilmasindan sonra tilkemiz
cografyasinda sadece Birecik 6niinde yavas yavas,
stizlile stiziile, renkten renge girerek akip gidebiliyor.
Birecik’in yasantisinda 6nemli yeri olan kdpriiniin
oldukca ilging bir 6ykiisi de var. Eskiden Urfa-
Gaziantep karayolu, burada bir kdpriiniin olmamasi
nedeniyle kesintiye ugruyormus. iki tarafta kiylya gelen
yolcu ve araglar da, tirli kayik ve sallarla karsidan
karsiya gecirilirmis. Taskin halinde, Firat'in yataginin
1.000- 2.000 m'yi bulmasi nedeni ile ulagim bir hayli
gli¢ saglanirmis. Nehir tasimacilidi Birecikliler igin
onemli bir gelir kaynag teskil ediyormus. Ulasimda
kullanilan araglara nehir kiyisinda bugtin de rastlaniyor.

Birecik lies on the left bank of Euphrates,
established on the skirts of a limestone hill of 450
m altitude. The settlement, which was one of the
most important trade centers of the South-East at
one time, today is a district of Sanliurfa Province.
The old homes, which have architectural features
dedicated to the region, have managed to survive
only in a specific number along the narrow

long strip extending along Euphrates and in the
old town surrounded by walls behind the fort.
Only certain portions of the walls encircling the
traditional settlement have survived. Only Urfa Gate
stands with all its magnificence along the gates of
the city. Only a portion of Mecan Gate has survived.
With these historical assets, Birecik is one of the
characteristic settlements which have managed to
survive along the banks of Euphrates.

The famed Birecik Bridge built on Euphrates lies

in front of the town. Standing on it, watching
Euphrates and the surroundings impresses one
deeply. Euphrates, which in its time, has flown over
many a mountain and plain, today runs slowly
winding changing colors only in front of Birecik

on the grounds of our country after Birecik Dams
were built. The bridge which has an important
place in the life of Birecik also has an interesting
story. In the old times, the Urfa-Gaziantep highway
was interrupted as there was no bridge here. The
passengers and vehicles used to cross the river
using various boats and rafts. Transportation was
very difficult as the bed of Euphrates reached 1,000-




Daha sonra 1951 yilinin sonlarina dogru burada bir
kopriiniin yapimina baslanmis; 1956'nin 10 Nisan'inda
torenle hizmete agilan 720 m uzunlugunda, 10 m
genisligindeki bu kopri, Cumhuriyet Donemi’'nde
yapilan en buytk kdpriiler arasinda yer alyor. Birecik
Baraji ile Birecik arasinda, Gaziantep-Urfa otobaninin
gececegi yeni koprinlin ise yapimi devam etmekte.

Birecik Képrisi'nde durup etrafi seyrederken bir an
bu topraklar Gizerinden gelip gegenleri distindim.
Birecik tarihi ile ilgili derledigim bilgiler, bir film seridi
gibi géziimiin éniinden gecti. 1834 yilinda ingilizlerin
parca parca deve sirtinda iskenderun'dan buraya
getirip birlestirdikleri iki buharli gemi ve onlarin
1840’larda Birecik’le Basra arasindaki seferlerini hayal
etmeye calistim. Chesney'in kitabindan ayrintilarini
o0grendigimiz bu siradisi olay bolgede kimbilir nasil
bir sok yaratmisti. Bunun degisik bir yansimasini

ayni ekipteki Ainsworth’un notlarindan Bireciklilerin
bu buharli gemiyi ne denli biiylik heyecanla
karsiladiklarini 8grenmekteyiz. Firat’a bakarken 82 yil
oncesinde buraya gelen Fransiz arastirmaci J. E. Gautier
akhma geldi. Birecik, Anadolu'da ilk paleolitik aletin
bulundugu yer olmasi nedeniyle de yurdumuzun
arkeoloji tarihinde 6nemli bir yere sahip. J. E. Gautier'in
1894'te yaptidi bir inceleme gezisinde Surtepe ile
Yelvez arasinda buldugu el baltasi ile Birecik, Anadolu
arkeolojisine yeni bir sayfa agmakla kalmiyor, daha
once Anadolu’nun paleolitik yerlesmelere sahne
olmadigi yolundaki genel kaniyi kokiinden yikiyordu.
“Birecik baltasi” olarak anilan yaklasik 20x9 cm
boyutlarinda iki yiizlG, kaba yontulmus, Asolyen (Alt
Paleolitik) Donem’e ait bu aletten sonra, 1907'de F.
Arné'nin Nizip-Barak yoresinde 1910'da Champhell
Thomson’un Kayseri yakinlarinda Soganlidere’de
1925'te E. Passemard’in gene Gaziantep boélgesinde,
1938'de K. Leuchs'’in Ankara yakinlarinda Uzagil'da
buldugu parcalar, Anadolu tarihinin yiiz binlerce yil
onceki gegmisini g6z 6niine seriyor. Anadolu diinya
tarihindeki hakli yerini aliyordu. Bugiin ise bazi
yerlerin disinda Anadolu’'nun her yerinde bu ¢agda ait
buluntulara rastlanmaktadir.

Nizip ile Birecik arasindaki arazi Osmanli tarihine
“Nizip Savasl” olarak gecen 6nemli bir savasa da sahne
olmus. Osmanli ordusu ile Misir Valisi Mehmet Ali
Pasa kuvvetleri arasinda yapilan bu savasin diger bir
ozelligi de, “Tiirkiye Mektuplari”ile taninan Moltke'nin
bu sirada Osmanli ordusu icinde 1836-1839 yillari
arasinda askeri uzman ve danisman olarak Osmanli
imparatorlugu ordusunda yiizbasi riitbesiyle gérev
yapan Prusyali Ginli Feldmaresal H. von Moltke, Toros
ordusunda bulundugu bir yili askin siire icinde Firat
ve Dicle havzasinin en (icra yerlerine kadar gezme ve
inceleme firsatini bulmustur. Bu sirada Nizip savasina
da katilmistir. Anilarindan da bu savasin en ince
ayrintilarina kadar bilgi edinilmektedir.

Birecik'in diger bir 6zelligi de “kelaynak” (geronticus
eremita) kuslaridir. Birecik’te halkin yasayisiyla bir
bitiin teskil etmis, folkloruna girmis bu kuslar, son
senelerde tim diinyanin ilgisini tizerlerine ¢ektiler.
Nedeni de diinya ytziinde bu kuslarin varliklarini

Birecik Kalesi ve cevresindeki eski yerlesim dokusundan gesitli goriiniimler
Various views of the old settlements around Birecik fort

2,000 m in case of flooding. River transportation
was an important source of income for the people
of Birecik. Boats used for transportation may also
be found today on the banks of the river. Then,
towards the end of 1951, the construction of a
bridge was started here. This bridge, 720 m long, 10
m wide, which was launched on April 10, 1956 by a
ceremony, is one of the largest bridges built in the
Repubilic era. The construction of the new bridge
between the Birecik Dam and Birecik through which
Gaziantep-Urfa motorway will go is in progress.

As | was standing on Birecik Bridge looking around,
| thought of those who passed through these

soils. The information | compiled on the history

of Birecik went before my eyes just as a film reel.

| tried to visualize the two steam ships which the
British brought here from Iskenderun in pieces

on the backs of camels in 1834 and their trips
between Birecik and Basra in 1840s. What a shock
this extraordinary event the details of which we
hear from Chesney’s book must have created in

the area. We can see a different reflection of this,
how excited people of Birecik were to see this
steam ship from the notes of Ainsworth in the same
team. While watching Euphrates, | was reminded
of J. E. Gautier, French researcher who came here
82 years ago. Birecik has a significant place in our
country’s history of archaeology as it is the place
where the first Paleolithic tool was discovered. The
axe found by J. E. Gautier in an exploratory trip

he took in 1894 between Surtepe and Yelvez not
only opened a new page in the archaeology of
Anatolia, it also demolished the public opinion of
Anatolia’s not having been the stage for Paleolithic
settlements. After this roughly sculpted tool from
the Lower-Paleolithic period known as Birecik axe
in size approximately 20x9 cm with two faces,
pieces discovered by F. Arné in 1907 in Nizip-Barak
region by Champhell Thomson in 1910 near Kayseri
Soganlidere by E. Passemard in 1925 again in
Gaziantep region and by K. Leuchs in 1938 at Uzagil
near Ankara reveal the history of Anatolia hundreds
of thousands of years ago, allowing Anatolia to
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stirdiirecekleri yegane yerin Birecik olmasiydi.
isvicre'de Mezolitik Cag'a ait katlarda fosilleri bulunan
diinyamizin bugiin yasayan en eski yaratiklar, bir
zamanlar Orta Avrupa’nin her tarafinda kalabahk
koloniler halinde bulunuyorlarmis. Fakat XVII. ylizyilldan
itibaren Avrupa Kitasi'nda gériinmez olmuslar ve
yasamdan silinip gitmisler. Temel yiyecek maddelerini
bocekler, kurtcuklar, kurbagalar gibi canlilar teskil
ettiginden, kelaynaklar bu 6zelliklerinden dolayi

Eski Misir'da kutsal sayilirlarmis. Son yillara kadar bu
kuslarin diinya ylziinde tireyebildikleri iki kulucka
merkezi bulunuyormus. Biri Fas'ta digeri ise Birecik'te
olan bu merkezlerden, Fas'ta yasayan koloninin
bulundugu bélgede bir baraj yapimi s6z konusu
oldugundan, bu kuslarin diinya ytiziinde varliklarini
surdirebilecekleri Birecik'ten baska yer kalmadi.

Kelaynaklar Birecik'te Meydan ve Kayabasi
mahallelerinin biraz gerisinde yiikselen kayaliklar
Uzerinde yuva kuruyorlar. Fakat gitgide yilkselen

evler yuvalardaki yasami tehdit eder olunca,
Birecik'teki koloni de yok olmayla karsi karsiya kalmis.
Yumurtlamaya uygun bir yerde yuva kuramamalari ve
bu nedenle kulucka donemlerinde bir¢ok yavrulari da
yitiren kelaynak kolonisi 1953'te 500 ift civarindayken
1972'de 20 cifte inmis.

Yurdumuzda kelaynaklar koruma cabalari ilk kez

1956 yilinda Orman Bakanlgi tarafindan bu kuslarin
oldirilmesi ve avlanmasinin yasaklanmasiyla baslamis.
Sorun, kelaynak neslinin bir daha geri gelmemecesine
yeryiziinden yok olma diizeyine erisince, tim
dinyanin ilgisini tizerine cekmis. Bunun Uzerine Turkiye
Milli Parklar Dairesi ve Diinya Yaban Hayatini Koruma
Vakfi yoneticileri kelaynaklarin korunup yasamlarini
surdirebilmeleri icin ortak bir proje hazirlayip 1972'den
beri uygulamaya baslamislar.

ilk is olarak 1973 Ocak'inda kayalar oyularak yuvalarin
bulundugu yerler genisletilmis ve kuslarin daha giivenli
bir bicimde kuluckaya yatmalari saglanmis: Bu kuslarin
Birecik’e gelisleri o donemlerde bayramlarla kutlanmis.
1973'ten bu yana kelaynak sayisinda ve bilhassa yavru
miktarinda gozle gorilir bir artis strdiirilebilmesinde,
o donemde dogdayi koruma alanindaki degerli

Yavrularini besleyen bir kelaynak
Abald ibis feeding her chicks

take its rightful place in the history of the world.
Presently, artifacts of this era are found almost all
over Anatolia, save just a few locations.

Land between Nizip and Birecik was also the

scene of an important war known as “Nizip War”

in Ottoman history. Another characteristic of this
war held between Ottoman Empire and Governor
of Egypt Mehmet Ali Pasha forces was that Moltke,
who was known by his “Letters from Turkey”, has
served in the Ottoman army from 1836 until 1839
as military expert and advisor with the rank captain
before becoming the famed Feldmarshall of Prussia
H. von Moltke had found the chance to see and
explore Euphrates and Tigris basin up to the most
distant locations. He also participated in Nizip War
in the meantime. His memoirs provide the finest
details of this war.

Another feature of Birecik is the eastern bald ibis
(geronticus eremita) birds. These birds, which were
integrated into the lives of Birecik, becoming part
of the folklore, drew the attention of the whole
world on them in recent years. The reason was that
the only place these birds could maintain their
existence on the whole world was Birecik. These
most ancient creatures of the world, whose fossils
are found in Switzerland in the layers dating to
Mesolithic Age, had been living in crowded colonies
all over Central Europe at one time. But starting
from 17th Century, they disappeared from the
European continent. Since bugs, worms, frogs and
similar creatures were their basic food; bald ibis
was deemed as sacred in ancient Egypt. There were
two hatching locations where these birds could
reproduce in the world until recently. Of these

two locations, one of which is in Morocco and the
other in Birecik; as a dam will be constructed in the
area where the colony living in Morocco is, there is
no place other than Birecik where these birds can
survive in the world.

Bald ibis nest on rocks rising a little behind Meydan
and Kayabasi neighborhoods in Birecik. But as
homes started to be built in the area, the colony

in Birecik also started to face extinction. As they
couldn't build nests in a location fit for hatching,
losing many chicks during hatching periods, the
bold ibis colony came down to 20 couples in 1972
from 500 in 1953.

The efforts for conservation of bald ibis in our
country first started in 1956 when Ministry of
Forestry banned killing and hunting of these

birds. When the problem reached the level of total
extinction of the bald ibis, the interest of the whole
world was drawn. Thereupon, Turkish National

Parks Department and World Wild Life Conservation
Foundation Officials prepared a joint project for
conservation and survival of the bald ibis which was
put in implementation since 1972.




calismalari ile taninan 2000 yilinda kaybettigimiz kus
ressamimiz Salih Acar'in calismalarinin da biyik payi
bulunmaktadir.

1975’ten bugtine Birecik'teki bu koloniyi hemen
hemen her yil ziyaret etme imkanim oldu. Ancak
gelismeler ve bugiin gelinen nokta pek i¢ acici olmadi.
1977'de kelaynaklar kafeslere alinarak tGremeleri
saglanmaya calisildi. Bir donem artis saglansa da
kafeste yetisen neslin go¢ edemedigi gozlemlendi. Kis
sartlarinda kalanlarin cogu da 6ldi. Gog edebilenler
ise her yil eksilerek geri dondii. 1989 yilinda sadece li¢
kelaynagin donebildigi goruldi. Kelaynak kolonisindeki
go¢ edebilen bu son li¢ kus 1993 yilinda bir firtinada
oldu. Bu ylizden buradaki kolonide go¢ olgusu
tamamen ortadan kalkti. Kafeslerde gercekten titizlikle
bakilanlar ise birakildiklarinda civarda beslenip tekrar
buradaki yuvalarina donmeyi tercih edince buradaki
kolonide go¢ edilmeyen yeni bir yasam tarzina basladi.
Bu ac¢idan uzmanlar, ekolojik olarak kelaynagin artik
soyunun tiikenme noktasinda oldugunda hemfikirler.
Artik kafes ortaminda tutabildigimiz bu kus tiiriinin
tikenis Oykiist diinya dogal yasaminda ne denli
hatalar icinde oldugumuzun bir géstergesidir. Bu aci
sondan ¢ikarmamiz gereken ¢cok dnemli dersler var.

Birecikin kars! kiyidan goriniimii
View of Birecik from the bank across

Kopriiniin agildigi giinlerde Birecik ve Firat (1956)
Birecik and Euphrates at the time the bridge was opened (1956)

Kalesi ve cevresindekiyerlesim dokusu
Birecik Fort and settlements amulnd it from the air

Birecik Kalesinden kalan bir burg (1975)
Abastion surviving from Birecik fort (1975)

The first task was carving of rocks, enlarging the
places where nests were, in January 1973, assuring
that the birds could nest more safely. The arrival of
these birds at Birecik were celebrated by festivals
at the time. The visible increase in the number of
bald ibis, especially chicks since 1973 is largely
attributable to the efforts by our bird artist Salih
Acar who we lost in 2000, known for his valuable
work in the field of nature conservation.

| got the chance to visit this colony every year since
1975 in Birecik. However, the developments and the
point reached today are not very pleasant. In 1977,
the bald ibis were placed in cages in an attempt to
have them reproduce. Although an increase was
observed for a period, the generation raised in a
cage did not migrate. Many of those who were left
in winter conditions died. Those who could migrate
came back in a smaller number every year. It was
observed that only three bald ibis could come

back in 1989. These last three birds, which could
migrate in the bald ibis colony, died in a storm in
1993. Therefore, the phenomenon of migration
totally disappeared in the colony here. When those,
which were carefully taken care of in cages opted
for coming back to their nests here when set free,

a new migration-free lifestyle started in the colony.
The experts agree that ecologically, the bald ibis are
at the point of extinction. The story of extinction of
this bird species we can only keep alive in a cage
environment is an indication of what mistakes were
are making as regards world wide life. There are
very important lessons we should learn from this
bitter end.




