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Diinya Mimarlik Listesi'ndeki istanbul’'un Kara Surlari 11

Silivri Kapisi’'ndan Ayvansaray’a

Land Walls in the World Architectural Heritage List II

From the Melanthias to Ayvansaray

67, WVue de Meviahane Hapou.

Mevlevihane Kapisi'nin batidan goriindisii
View of Mevlevihane Gate from the west

Silivrikapr'dan Mevlevihane Kapisi'na dogru 4. ile 5.
burcun arasinda, Sigma Kapisi olarak adlandirilan
Ugilncl askeri kapi yer alir. Bu kapinin tizerinde, yazili
kaynaklardan 14. yuzyila kadar durdugu bilinen surlari
yaptiran imparator Il. Theodosius'un bir heykelinin
oldugu bilinmektedir. Bu sur kesiminde de 4 tane
Bizans Kitabesi yer almaktadir. Bizans devrinde “Pyletou
Resiotu’, bazen de Rhegion Kapisi diye anilmistir.
Bugtinki adini 16. ylizyillda Merkez Efendi tarafindan
kapinin yakininda kurulan Mevlevi dervislerinin
tekkesinden almistir. Mevlanakapi da biyiik 6l¢lide
onarim gérmdstur. 1988 yili onarimlari sirasinda
Mevlevihane Kapisi i¢ ve dis surlari arasinda 11.-12.
yuzyila ait oldugu disuinilen bir nekropole ait mezar
bulunmustur.

Mevlevihane Kapisi ile Topkapi arasinda yer alan 15
burg kismen iyi durumdadir. 9. ve 10. burglar arasinda
4. askeri kapi yer alir. 11. ile 13. burglarin arasindaki
bolim Millet Caddesi'nin agilmasi sirasinda yikilmustir.
Yolun iki tarafindaki sur kesimi ise onarilmistir. Bizans
devrinde “Pyle ton Hagion Romanou” adini taslyan
Topkapi bugiinki adini Fatih Sultan Mehmet'in fetih
sirasinda buraya yerlestirdigi en biiyiik toptan almistir.

Topkapir'nin hemen arkasinda Mimar Sinan’in diger
bir gorkemli eseri Kara Ahmet Pasa Camii yer alir.
Gerek mimari, gerekse slisleme 6zellikleri agisindan
istanbul'da 6zgiinltigiini koruyan nadir eserlerden
biridir.
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The third military gate named
Sigma Gate lies between the
fourth and fifth bastions in the
#ix direction of Mevlevihane Gate
" from Silivrikapi. From literature,
it is known that at statute of
Emperor Theodosius Il who built
— the walls stood on this gate
until the 14th Century. There
are 4 Byzantine scriptures in this
segment of the walls. The gate
was known as “Pyletou Resiotu”
or sometimes as Rhegion gate at
the time of Byzantines. It takes
its present name from the tekke of Mevlevi
dervishes founded nearby the gate by Merkez
Efendi in the 16th Century. Mevlana Gate has
been greatly repaired. Graves of a necropolis
believed to be from 11th — 12th Centuries were
found between the inner and outer walls of
Mevlevihane Gate during the repairs of 1988.

Fifteen bastions located between Mevlevihane
Gate and Topkapi are partly in good shape.
Between 9th and 10th bastions lies the fourth
military gate. The segment between 11th and
13th bastions was destroyed during the opening
of Millet Street. The segment of walls on two
sides of the street has been repaired. Topkap,
which was named “Pyle ton Hagion Romanou”in
Byzantine period, gets its name from the largest
canon placed by Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror
during the capture of Istanbul.

Another magnificent work by Mimar Sinan, the
Kara Ahmet Pasha Mosque, stands just behind
Topkapu. It is one of the rare works which has
preserved its originality in Istanbul in terms of
both architectural and also decorative features.

From Topkapi to Sulukule Gate

This wall segment going over Bayrampasa
Creek (aka Lycus creek) was exposed to strong
artillery fire during the fall of Istanbul as it was
the weakest part of the land walls. The accident



Topkapi'dan Sulukule Kapisi’'na

Bayrampasa Deresi (eski ismiyle Lycus Deresi) vadisini
asan bu sur kesimi, kara surlarinin en zayif bolimi
olmasindan dolay! fetih sirasinda yogun topcu atesi
gOrmustir. M.S. 450'de Il. Theodosius'un atindan

diserek 6limiine neden olan kaza da burada olmustur.

Ulubatli Hasan da Zafer Sancagi’'ni bu sur kesimine
dikmistir. Vatan Caddesi’'nin acilmasi sirasinda da bir
bolim tahrip olmustur. Edirnekapi yakinlarindaki
kismen saglam Sulukule (Pempton) Kapisi
bulunmaktadir.

Edirnekapi’sindan Tekfur Sarayi'na

Fatih Sultan Mehmet'in 29 Mayis 1453'te torenle
sehre girdigi Edirnekapi, istanbul’'un kuruldugu “Yedi
Tepe”nin en yiikseginin lizerinde yer almaktadir.
Fatih'ten sonra Avrupa'ya sefere ¢ikan padisahlar bu
kapidan ciktiklari gibi, tahta ¢ikan padisahlarin da
Eylip Sultan Camiisi'nde kili¢ kusandiktan sonra sehre
bu kapidan girmeleri geleneksel bir anlayis olmustur.
Osmanli doneminde Edirne’ye giden yolun baslangici
olan kapinin hemen arkasinda Mimar Sinan’in bir
eseri Mihrimah Camii yer almaktadir. Kapinin icinde
ve disinda surlarin Osmanh déneminde gegirdigi
onarimlarla ilgili ¢esitli kitabeler yer almaktadir.
Edirnekapi’dan sonra sur bedeninin bir kismi ¢evre
yolu baglantisi icin yikilmistir. Yolun her iki tarafindaki
burclar onarnlmistir. Tekfur Sarayi'na kadar 9 burg
vardir. Theodosius surlar Tekfur Sarayi'nda son bulur.
Marmara kiyisindan bu noktaya kadarki sur uzunlugu
5.632 metredir. Tekfur Sarayi'na gidebilmek icin
Edirnekapi’dan iceri girip soldaki ilk sokaga sapip sur
bedenini icerden bir siire izlemek gerekmektedir.

Tekfur Sarayi’'ndan Ayvansaray’a

Bizans dénemi saraylarindan giiniimiize ulasan 6nemli

orneklerden biri Tekfur Sarayi, son derece zengin

bir cephe mimarisine, tas tugla isciligine sahiptir.

iki sur duvari arasindaki ti¢ kath bu yapinin tarihi
tartismalidir. Bazi kaynaklara dayanilarak Kontantinos
Porphyrogennetos’a ait oldugu 6ne siirilmektedir.
Tekfur Saray tarihinde oldukga ilging kullanimlara

da sahne olmug; bir zaman Topkapi Sarayi'nin fil ve
zlirafaa gibi Acaib-il Mahlukati'nin
bakildigi yer olmus, Lale Devri'nde ise
“cini imalathanesi” olarak kullanilmis,
gecen ylzyilda Robert College’in
kurucusu Cyrus Hamlin yer ararken
bir ara okulunu Tekfur sarayi ve
cevresine kurmayi bile diisinmdis.
Tekfur Sarayr'ndan sonraki surlarin

ilk kismi, Manuel Komnenos Suru
adini tasir. Bu surlar bu kesimdeki
Blachernae Sarayi'ni korumak amaci
ile yapilmiglardir. Bu boélimde

son biyuk kapi Egri Kapi ve onun
hemen kenarinda Mimar Sinan’in
Kirkcesme Maksemi yer alir. Belgrad
Ormani’'ndaki toplama havzalarindan
gelen su, bu binada buyik bir
haznede toplanmis ve ¢evresindeki
kirk delikten sehrin cesitli semtlerine dagitilmistir.
Bitiminde gliniimiizde bliyiik 6lclide onarim gegiren

Vue des Mursilles 3 Top-Hapou.

causing the death of Theodosius Il by falling
from his horse has taken place here in 450 A.D.
Hasan of Ulubat has driven the victory flag in
this wall segment. A portion of it was destroyed
during the opening of Vatan Street. The partly
sound Sulukule (Pempton) Gate lies near
Edirnekapi.

From Edirnekapi to Tekfur Palace

Edirnekapi where Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror
entered the city with a ceremony on May 20,
1423, lies on the highest one of the “Seven
Hills” on which Istanbul is established on. It

has become a tradition for sultans going on

a war campaign to Europe to leave the city
through this gate after Fatih and for sultans to
be crowned to enter the city from this gate after
wearing their swords in Eylp Sultan Mosque.
Right behind the gate which is the starting point
of the road to Edirne in the Ottoman period,

lies Mimar Sinan’s Mihrimah Mosque. There

are various scriptures on the repairs the gate
went through during the Ottoman period inside
and outside the gate. Part of the body of the
walls was demolished for the link to collector
roads after Edirnekapl. The bastions on either
side of the road have been repaired. There are

9 bastions until Tekfur Palace. The Theodosius
walls terminate at the Tekfur Palace. The length
of the walls from the shore of Marmara up to this
point is 5,632 meters. To get to the Tekfur Palace,
one has to go in from Edirnekapi, turn left on the
first street and follow the body of the wall for a
while.

From Tekfur Palace to Ayvansaray

Tekfur Palace, one of the significant specimens
of the Byzantine period palaces which have
survived so far, has an extremely rich facade
architecture and masonry workmanship. The
date of this structure with three storeys between

Editaur Georges Papanioine, Constaniinople.

Topkapidan Edirekapisina dogru bakis
Looking towards Edirnekapi from Topkapi
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Tekfur Sarayr'nin giineydogudan gériiniimii
View of Tekfur Palace from the south-east

ve Zilft Livaneli’'nin “Sahmeran” filmine mekanhk
eden Unli Anemas Zindanlar yer alir. Zindan'in
hemen arkasinda eski Blakherna Sarayi'nin yer aldigi
teraslarin birinin tizerinde ivaz Efendi Camii yer alir.
Bu anitsal klasik Osmanli yapisi Mimar Sinan’in eseri
olarak kabul edilmesine karsin onun listelerinde adina

rastlanmamaktadir. Mimari 6zellikleri goriilmeye deger

bir yapidir.

Tekfur Sarayr'nin sonraki sur uzantisi, Manuel I.
Komnenos (1148-1180) tarafindan yaptirilmistir.
Hemen Tekfur Sarayi'nin 6tesinden baslar, tek sira bir

savunma hattindan meydana gelir ve 6niinde hendegi

yoktur. Ancak, bu eksikligi kapatmak istermiscesine,
ana Theodosios Surlari'ndan daha kalin ve masif olup
kuleleri de daha glicli, yliksek ve birbirlerine yakindir.
Disa bakan yiizleri kapatilmis yliksek kemerlerden
olusan bu giiclii savunma duvarinin dokuz kulesi ve
Kaligaria Kapisi (Egri Kapi1) denilen tek bir kapisi vardir.

Tekfur Sarayr'ndan sayildiginda altinci ve yedinci kuleler

arasinda bulunur. ilk sekiz kule dista yuvarlak iken,
dokuzuncusu karedir. '

Manuel I. Komnenos Suru, Egri
Kapi'dan sonraki ti¢lincii kulede
son bulur. Manuel Komnenos
Suru’nda lizerinde tarih bulunan
hi¢bir kitabe yoktur, ancak

sonraki kuzey uzantisinda

lic tane bulunur: isaakios II.
Angelos tarafindan 1188, bir
digeri Andronikos Il. Palaiologos
tarafindan 1317 ve sonuncusu

da ioannes VIII. Palaiologos
tarafindan 1441 tarihini
tasimaktadir. Bundan sonra Hali¢'e
dogru paralel iki sur hatti uzanir.
ic bélimi imparator Herakleios
(hd. 610-641) tarafindan
yaptirildigindan onun adini
tasimaktadir. Bu bolgedeki kiliseyi korumak amaciyla
yapilmistir. 100 metre uzunlugunda sur bedeni
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two walls is controversial.
Based on certain sources, it is
argued that it was Konstantinos
Porphyrogennetos’s. Tekfur
Palace was the scene of highly
interesting uses in history,
being a place where Strange
Creatures of Topkapi Palace
like elephants and giraffes
were taken of; was used as
“tile production shop” during
the Tulip Period; when looking
for a place Robert College’s
founder Cyrus Hamlin has
considered to build his school
on and around Tekfur Palace
in the 19th Century. The first segment of the
walls after Tekfur Palace is named the Manuel
Komnenos Wall. These walls were built to protect
the Blachernae Palace in this segment. In this
segment are the largest big gate Egrikapi and
just beside it, the Kirkgesme Fountain Group by
Mimar Sinan. Water coming from the collection
basins in the Belgrade Forest was collected in a
big tank in this building, distributed to various
neighborhoods of the city through forty holes
around it. At its end section, there are the
famed Anemas Dungeons which were largely
repaired presently which was the scene for the
film “Sahmeran” by Ziilfu Livaneli. There lies

the Ivaz Efendi Mosque on one of the terraces
where the old Blachernae Palace was situated
on right behind the dungeon. Although this
monumental classical Ottoman building is
deemed to be a work by Mimar Sinan, its name
is not found in his lists. It is a structure worthy of
seeing in terms of its architectural features.

Mizra de Conmastinaple
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Manuel Komnenos Suru'nun kuzeye dogru gériiniimil, Tekfur Sarayi da arka planda gériilmekte

Northern view of Manuel Komnenos Wall, Tekfur Palace is in the background



Kuzeydoguya dogru, Komnenos Suru'nu sagda, 15. yiizyila ait bir Palaeologos onarimi da solda gériilmekte
A look towards the north-east, Komnenos Wall is on the right, a Palaeologos repair from 15th century on the left

Uzerinde (¢ tane altigen savunma burcundan olusmaktadir. Glineyden itibaren birinci ve ikinci kalelerin arasinda
Blakhernai Kapisi bulunmaktadir.

V. Leon (hd. 813-820) Bulgar kusatmasindan sonra surlarin savunma agisindan sorunlu Herakleios Suru’nun disina

yani bir savunma hatti yaptirmistir. Onun adiyla anilan bu sur hatti Herakleios Suru’na paralel insa edilmistir. Tarihi

yarimadayi ¢evreleyen savunma sistemi daha sonra Halig kiyisini izleyerek tek beden halinde Sarayburnu’na kadar
kisim kisim yikilmig bir halde Hali¢ Surlari olarak devam eder.

The wall extension after the Tekfur Palace was built by Manuel Komnenos | (1148-1180). It starts just after
Tekfur Palace, comprises a single row of defence line and there is no ditch in front of it. However, it is thicker
and more massive than the main Theodosius walls with stronger and higher towers which are closer to
each other as if trying to make up for this deficiency. This powerful defence wall, comprising high arches
with faces looking outside covered, has nine towers and a single gate named Kaligaria Gate (Egri Kapi). It
lies between the sixth and seventh towers counted from the Tekfur Palace. The first eight towers are round
outside, with the ninth one square shaped.

Manuel Komnenos | Wall terminates at the third tower after Egrikapi. There is no scripture with date on the
Manuel Komnenos Wall. However, there are three of them in its next northern extension: 1188 by Isaakios
Angelos II, 1317 by Andronikos Palaiologos Il and 1441 by loannes. Palaiologos VIII. After this come two

parallel wall lines towards the Golden Horn. The inner part bears the name of Emperor Heraklios (610-641)
as it was built by him. It was built to protect the church in this area. It comprises three hexagonal defence
bastions on a wall body of 100 meters long. The Blakhernai Gate is between the first and second forts
starting from the south.

After the Bulgarian siege, Leon V (813-820) has built a new defence line outside the Heraklius wall which was
weak defensively. This wall line named after him was built parallel to the Heraklius Wall. The defence system
encircling the historical peninsula then follows the shore of Golden Horn and continues as the Golden Horn
Walls, up to Sarayburnu as a single body with partly collapsed segments.




