
Osmanl› ‹mparatorlu¤u’nun üç k›taya hükmetti¤i
günlerin en önemli tarihsel olaylar›na sahne olmufl
Topkap› Saray›, günümüzde de Türkiye’nin en çok
ilgi çeken ve en fazla gezilen müzelerinden biri-
sidir. Fatih Sultan Mehmet ‹stanbul’u ald›ktan
sonra Beyaz›t’ta yapt›rd›¤› Eski Saray (Saray-› 
Attik-i Amire)’›n ard›ndan Sarayburnu’na do¤ru
uzanan yar›madada yer alan flehrin 1. tepesi
üzerinde Osmanl› tarihiyle özdeflleflen Topkap›
Saray›’n› yapt›rm›flt›r. Kara taraf›ndan yap›lan Sur-›
Sultani’nin içinde antik akropol tepesinin düzlü¤ü
üzerinde kurulan Topkap› Saray› birbirine ba¤l›
dört avlu ve bu avlular etraf›nda yer alan yap›lar
toplulu¤undan oluflmaktad›r. ‹çinde binlerce kiflinin
yaflad›¤› kara ve deniz taraf› sur ve burçlarla
korunan etraf› genifl bahçe ve köflklerle çevrili
adeta bir kent gibidir.

Topkap› Saray›’n›n ana girifli Ayasofya’n›n
arkas›nda III. Ahmet Çeflmesi’nden sonra Sur-u
Sultani üzerinde Fatih Devri’nde yap›lm›fl Bab-›
Hümayun’dur. Saray›n alaylarda ve merasimlerde
kullan›lan saltanat kap›s›d›r. Kap›n›n üzerindeki
kitabe 1478 tarihlidir ve yap›m›n› göstermektedir.
Alt›ndaki tu¤ra Sultan II. Mahmut’undur.
Buradan saray›n çeflitli ihtiyaçlar›n› karfl›layan
binalarla çevrili Alay Meydan› olarak tan›nan 
1. avluya geçilmektedir. Kap›dan sonra hemen
sa¤daki jandarman›n oldu¤u alanda, vaktiyle
Enderun Hastanesi bulunurmufl. Turist otobüs-
lerinin otopark›na inen yoldan sonra gelen uzun
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Topkap› Palace, which has become the scene of
the most historical events of those days when
Ottoman Empire ruled over three continents, is
one of the most popular and most toured muse-
ums in Turkey today. After capturing Istanbul,
Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror, following the Old
Palace (Saray-› Attik-i Amire) he had built in
Beyaz›t, built Topkap› Palace which is identified
with Ottoman history, on the first hill of the city
situated in the peninsula extending towards
Sarayburnu (Palace Cape).Topkap› Palace,
founded on the plane of the antique acropolis hill
within Sultan walls built on the land side, com-
prises four interconnected yards and complex of
buildings located around these yards. It is
almost a city in which thousands of people lived,
surrounded by spacious gardens and pavilions
protected by walls and bastions both on the land
side and also on the sea side. 

The main entrance to Topkap› Palace is Bab-›
Hümayun built at Fatih Period on the imperial
wall after Ahmet III Fountain behind Hagia
Sophia. This is the imperial gate of the palace
used in ceremonies. The scripture on top of the
gate is dated to 1478 and indicates its construc-
tion. The tugra under it belongs to Sultan
Mahmut II. From here, one passes to yard 1
which is called Alay Square surrounded by build-
ings satisfying various needs of the palace. Once,
Enderun Hospital was situated at the area where
the gendarmerie station is now, just to the right
of the gate. Today, some departments of
Istanbul Archaelogical Museums are located in
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duvar›n arkas›ndaki mekanlarda bugün ‹stanbul
Arkeoloji Müzelerine ait baz› bölümler yer almaktad›r.

Kap›dan sonra yolun solunda Aya ‹rini olarak
tan›d›¤›m›z Bizans döneminde Justinianus taraf›ndan 6.
yüzy›lda Kutsal Bar›fl ad›na yapt›r›lm›fl kilise bulunmak-
tad›r. Fetihten sonra Cebehane olarak saray›n silah
deposu olarak kullan›lan bu yap›n›n içinde 1845 y›l›nda
Fethi Pafla taraf›ndan ilk Asar-› Atika Müzesi aç›lm›flt›r.
Günümüzde çeflitli sanat etkinliklerine sahne olan Aya
‹rini’nin hemen yan›nda eski Darphane binalar› yer al›r.

Kanuni zaman›na tarihlenen sekizgen çift kuleli Bab-üs
Selam (Orta Kap›) müzenin girifl kap›s›d›r. Kap›n›n
üzerinde “kelime-i Tevhid” yaz›l›d›r. Altta II. Mahmut, iki
yan›nda da III. Mustafa’ya ait tu¤ralar vard›r. Bu an›tsal
giriflin, dövme demir kap›lar› orjinaldir ve 1524 tarihini
tafl›r. Buradan III. Mustafa zaman›nda yap›lm›fl genifl
saçakl› bir revakla “Divan Meydan›” ya da “Adalet 
meydan›” denilen ikinci avluya girilir.

Orta kap›dan ç›k›flta sol tarafta Istabl-› Amire’ye (Has
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areas behind the long wall next
to the road, extending to the
parking area of tourist buses. 

On the left of the road is a
church built in the name of Holy
Peace by Justinianus in 6th
century in the Byzantine period,
we know as Hagia Irini. The first
ancient Artifacts Museum was
opened in this building by Fethi
Pasha  in 1845, which was used
by the arsenal of the palace

after the city was conquered,.
Right next to Hagia Irini, which
is the scene of various art
events today, lies the old mint
buildings.

The octagonal double towered
Bab-üs Selam (Orta Kap›) dated
to Suleiman the Magnificent
period is the entrance to the
museum. The scripture on the
gate reads “kelime-i Tevhid”.
There are tugras of Mahmut II

at the bottom and of Mustafa III
on two sides. The forged iron
gates of this monumental
entrance are original and dated
to 1524. From here, one goes
onto the second yard called
“Divan Square” or “Adalet
Square” through a revak with
eaves built in Mustafa III period. 

On the left side of the middle
gate lies imperial stables –
Baltac›lar Ward, Rat Treasury
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Ah›r-Baltac›lar ko¤uflu), Rat
Hazinesine ve Beflir A¤a taraf›ndan
yapt›r›lm›fl camiye gidilir. Avlunun
sa¤ taraf›ndaki revaklar›n arkas›nda
saray mutfaklar› yer almaktad›r.

Orta Avlu’dan girilen en ilginç bölüm-
lerden biri flüphesiz Harem’dir.
Cariyeler tafll›¤›, Valide tafll›¤›
etraf›nda 300’ü aflk›n oda, 9 hamam,
2 camii ve hastanesi ile apayr› bir
dünyad›r. Haremin araba kap›s›n›n
yan›nda Kanuni zaman›nda Damat
‹brahim Pafla taraf›ndan yapt›r›lan ve
daha sonra pek çok onar›m geçiren
saray›n karakteristik köflelerinden
birisi olan Kubbealt› yer al›r. Divan-›
Hümayun genellikle haftada bir sal›
günleri sabah namaz›ndan sonra
burada toplan›rm›fl. Kubbealt›’n›n
ikinci odas›nda devlet görevlileri
üçüncü odada ise divan kay›tlar› sak-
lan›rm›fl. Devletin yönetildi¤i bu
mekanlar XVIII. yüzy›ldan sonra 
ifllevlerini Bab-› Ali’ye devretmifltir.

Kubbealt›’n›n hemen yan›ndaki 8
kubbeli bina Hazinedarbafl›’n›n
sorumlulu¤undaki Divan-› Hümayun
hazinesinin sakland›¤› “‹ç Hazine”dir.
Kubbealt›’n›n yan›ndaki di¤er bir yap›
bir gözetleme kulesi olarak yap›lm›fl
Adalet Kulesi’dir (Kasr-› Adil).
Bugünkü fleklini 19. yy.’›n ikinci
yar›s›ndaki onar›m›ndan sonra
alm›flt›r. Buradan önünde
günümüzdeki Mehter törenlerinin
yap›ld›¤› Aka¤alar kap›s› olarak da
tan›nan Bab-üs Saade kap›s›na
gelinir. III. Selim döneminde
bugünkü görünümünü alan bu
kap›n›n önünde biat, bayram 
törenleri, ayak divan› yap›l›rm›fl.

Kap›dan sonra elçilerin ve divan
erkan›n›n kabul edildi¤i Arz Odas› yer
al›r. Saray›n en eski yap›lar›ndan biri
olmas›na karfl›n her devirde tamir ve
de¤ifliklikler geçirmifltir. Odan›n
içinde, eski tablo ve minyatürlerde de
görülen padiflah›n oturdu¤u lake
tavanl› taht halen durmaktad›r. Arz
Odas›’n›n arkas›ndan çift tarafl› bir
merdivenle avluya, III. Ahmet
taraf›ndan 1718/19 tarihlerinde
yapt›r›lan Enderun Kitapl›¤›’na inilir.
Buras› bugün Topkap› Saray›’ndaki
yazma eserlerin sakland›¤› önemli
bir mekand›r.

Buradan Fatih Köflkü ve Enderun
Hazinesi gelinir. Fatih Köflkü ad› gibi
Fatih’in evi fleklinde planlanm›fl ve
yap›lm›fl Osmanl› mimarisinin en
güzel yap›lar›ndan birisidir. Tüm
Bo¤aziçi, Kad›köy, Adalar ve
Marmara panoramas›na hakim bir

and the mosque built by Beflir A¤a. Palace kitchens lie
behind the revaks on the right side of the yard. 

Without doubt, one of the most interesting sections entered
through the middle yard is the Harem. It is a totally separate
world with more than 300 rooms, 9 baths, 2 mosques and a
hospital around Cariyes stone yard and Valide stone yard.
Beside the carriage gate of harem lies Kubbealt› (Under
Dome) which was built by Damat Ibrahim Pasha in
Suleiman the Magnificent Period, which has been repaired
numerous times thereafter, which is one of the characteris-
tics corners of the palace. Divan-› Hümayun (Council of
Ministers) convened there generally once a week after
morning prayers. Government officials were in the second
chamber of Kubbealt› and Council records were in the third
room. These spaces, where the government was run from,
have transferred their functions to Bab-› Ali after 18th
Century. 

The 8-domed building right next to Kubbealt› is “Inner
Treasury” where treasures of Divan-› Hümayun were kept
under the responsibility of Hazinedarbafl› (Chief Treasurer).
Another building next to Kubbealt› is the Adalet Kulesi
(Justice Tower) built as an observation tower. It has gained
its present form after the repair it went through in the sec-
ond half of 19th Century. From there, one comes to Bab-üs
Saade gate, known also as Aka¤alar gate where mehter
ceremonies are held today. Also allegiance and ceremonies
used to be held in front of this gate which was brought to its
present form in Selim III period. 

After the gate comes the Arz chamber where ambassadors
and council members were received. Although it is one of
the oldest buildings in the palace, it has gone through
repairs and alterations in almost every period. The throne
with lacque roof on which the sultan set as demonstrated in
old paintings and miniatures still stands in the room. One
goes down to Enderun library built in 1718/19 by Ahmet III by
a double-sided staircase behind the Arz chamber. It is an
important place where handwritten works in Topkap› Palace
are kept today. 

Then come Fatih Pavilion and Enderun Treasury. Fatih
Pavilion was planned as Fatih’s home and is one of the most
beautiful structures of Ottoman architecture. It overlooks
whole Bosphorus, Kad›köy, Prince Islands and Marmara.
The building has been used as an inner treasury since Yavuz
Sultan Selim. Today, most valuable pieces of Ottoman treas-
ury are on display here. 

At the other corner of 3rd yard lies the Imperial Room
where H›rka-i Saadet (Mantle of the Prophet) Chamber is
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konumdad›r. Yap›, Yavuz Sultan Selim zaman›ndan
itibaren “‹ç Hazine” olarak kullan›lm›flt›r. Bugün de
Osmanl› Hazinesi’nin en de¤erli parçalar› burada
sergilenmektedir.

3. Avlunun di¤er köflesinde içinde H›rka-i Saadet
Dairesi’nin bulundu¤u  Has Oda yer al›r. Burada,
Yavuz Sultan Selim M›s›r seferi dönüflünde getir-
di¤i Hz. Muhammed ve eshab-› kirama ait mukad-
des emanetler saklanmaktad›r. Avlu kademeli
setler üzerinde birçok köflk ve bahçe yer al›r. En
yüksekteki “mermerli” olarak adland›r›lan setin
üzerinde IV. Murad’›n 1635’teki Revan/Erivan
seferinden sonra yapt›rd›¤› Revan Köflkü ve onun
kuzeyinde 1640 tarihinde yapt›rd›¤› Ba¤dat Köflkü
köflkleri, ‹ftariye Kameriyesi ve Sünnet Odas›
vard›r. Bu köflk flehzadelerin sünnet merasim-
lerinde kullan›ld›¤› için bu ad› alm›flt›r. Orta ke-
simde ünlü f›skiyeli mermer havuz dikkati çeker.
Sünnet Odas› ile Ba¤dat Köflkü aras›nda ‹stanbul
panoramas›n›n en iyi izlendi¤i ünlü ‹ftariye
Kameriyesi bulunur. Üzeri alt›n yald›zla kapl› 4 zarif
bak›r sütunun tafl›d›¤› bir baldahindir. Havuzlu
tafll›ktan iki merdivenle Lale Bahçesi’ne inilir. Bu
alanda Hekimbafl› Kulesi, Sofa Köflkü ve Esvap
Odas› yer almaktad›r.

Mustafa Pafla Köflkü olarak da tan›nan Sofa Köflkü
Topkap› Saray› içindeki yegane ahflap köflk
örne¤idir. 1682’de Rus elçisinin bu köflkte kabul
edildi¤i gözönüne al›n›rsa, 17. yy.a kadar giden bir
yap›d›r. Divanhanesi’nin tavan ve duvar
süslemeleri, Türk rokokosunun en güzel örnekleri
say›l›r. Sofa Köflkü’nün hemen yan›nda, saray için
gerekli ilaçlar›n haz›rland›¤› Hekimbafl› Odas› ya da
Bafllala Kulesi olarak adland›r›lan Fatih döne-
minden itibaren kullan›lm›fl tarihi kule bulunur. Bu
kulenin yan›ndan dördüncü avlunun son kademe-
sine inilir. Bu set üzerinde Mecidiye Köflkü, Esvap
Odas› ve Sofa Camii gibi tümü Topkap› Saray›’n›n
son dönemlerine ait yap›lar yer al›r.

Topkap› Saray›’na en son eklenen yap› olan
Mecidiye Köflkü ve Esvap Odas›, Sultan Abdülmecit
zaman›nda yapt›r›lm›flt›r. Bu köflk, yabanc› devlet
misafirlerini a¤›rlamak için kullan›lm›flt›r. Bugün
de üst kat› ayn› amaca hizmet etmektedir. Fatih
Sultan Mehmet’ten Sultan Abdülmecid’e 
(1839-1861) kadar Osmanl› padiflahlar›n›n resmi
konutu olan Topkap› Saray› 1850’lerden sonra
terkedilmifl, Cumhuriyet’in bafllar›nda 3 Nisan
1924’te müze haline getirilmifltir.

situated in. Sacred relics belonging to Prophet
Mohammed and disciples of Mohammed
brought by Yavuz Sultan Selim after the Egyptian
campaign are kept here. There are numerous
pavilions and gardens on terraced yards. Revan
Pavilion built by Murat IV after Revan/Erivan
campaign in 1635 lies on the terrace called
“marbled” on the top; and to the north of that lie
Baghdad Pavilion, Iftariye Kameriye and
Circumcision Room built in 1640. This pavilion
was given this name as it was used in the cir-
cumcision ceremonies of the sons of sultans.
The famed marble pool with fountains draws
attention in the middle part. The famous Iftariye
Kameriye from where Istanbul panorama is best
observed lies between the circumcision chamber
and Baghdad Pavilion. It is a baldachin borne by
4 gilded elegant copper columns. One comes
down to Tulip Garden through two staircases
from the yard with the pool. Hekimbafl› Tower,
Sofa Pavilion and Garments Room lie in this
space. 

Sofa Pavilion, also known as Mustafa Pasha
Pavilion is the only specimen of a wooden pavil-
ion in Topkap› Palace. Considering that the
Russian Ambassador was received in this pavil-
ion in 1682, it goes back to 17th Century. Ceiling
and wall decorations of its Divanhane are among
the best examples of Turkish rococo. Right next
to Sofa Pavilion lies the historical tower which
has been used since Fatih period, known as
Head Doctor Room or Bafllala Tower where
medicine required for the palace were prepared.
One descends to the last level of the courtyard
beside this tower. Buildings dating to the most
recent periods of Topkap› Palace like Mecidiye
Pavilion, Garments Room and Sofa Mosque lie
on this level. 

Mecidiye Pavilion and Garments Room, which
are buildings most recently added to Topkap›
Palace, were built by Sultan Abdülmecit. This
pavilion has been used for hosting foreign state
guests. The upper floor is used for this purpose
today as well. Topkap› Palace, which has been
the official residence of Ottoman sultans from
Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror to Sultan
Abdülmecit (1839-1861), was abandoned after
1850s and was made a museum on April 3, 1924
after the Republic was founded. 
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