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Ankara Buyuksehir Belediye Baskani Melih Gokgek:
Ankara sekiz yil icinde, kongre

sehri, tibbin merkezi, sanayi sehri,
turizm kenti ve Avrupa’'nin en buyuk
spor tesisine sahip olacak”

Mayis-Haziran / May-June 2007/ No.21

In eight years, Ankara will become a city of
conventions, center of medicine, a city of
industry and tourism and will have the

Ankara Metropolitan Mayor Melih Gokcek:
largest sports facility in Europe”

Roportaj / Interview:
Serife Deniz Ulueren

serifeldserfed.com

20 Ekim 1948 Yilinda Ankara Kecioren'de dogdu. Was born in Ankara, Keciéren on October 20,

itk, orta ve lise tahsilini babasinin avukatlig 1948. Attending elementary, secondary and
nedeniyle Gaziantep'te yapan Melih Gokcek, Gazi high school in Gaziantep due to his father’s
Universitesi Gazetecilik Yiiksek Okulu'nu bitirdi. law practice, graduated from Gazi University
Parlamento Muhabirligi ve gazete temsilciligi Journalism College. Served as Parliament
yapti. Yedek Subayligini Kibris Glzelyurt'ta yapti Correspondent and newspaper correspondent.
ve askerlik doniisii ticaret hayatina atildi. 1984- Fulfilled his military service as Reserve Officer

1989 yillari arasinda Keciéren Belediye in Cyprus,' Glzelyurt and went into business
Baskanligini, 1989-1991 yillari arasinda Sosyal ?886‘; Eommg téack ;;Iom se;vkce._”From 1284'
Hizmetler ve Cocuk Esirgeme Kurumu Genel € Served as Mayor of Recloren ang
e s o - General Manager of Social Services and Child
Midurligi'nt yurdttd. Refah Partisi'nden 1991 : :
. . Protection Agency from 1989 until 1991.
yilinda Ankara milletvekili olarak parlamentoya
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girdi. 1994 yili yerel
secimlerinde Milletvekili iken,
Ankara Biytiksehir Belediye
Baskanligi'na aday oldu ve
sec¢imi kazandi. 1999 yilinda
ikinci kez ayni goreve secildi ve
Ankara tarihinde ilk kez iki
donem Ust Uste Buyuksehir
Belediye Baskanligina secilen
kisi oldu. 2004 yilinda Gciinci
kez yine ayni goreve secildi ve
Ankara tarihinde ilk kez Uc¢
donem ust Uste Blyuksehir
Belediye Baskanligi'na secilen
kisi oldu. Evli ve iki cocuk sahibi
olan Gokcek'in en bulyiik hobisi
futbol oynamak ve
fotografciliktir.

Ben de hayatimda ilk defa bir
roportajimda belediye baskani
ile kenti canli dolasarak ve olay
yerlerini izleyerek roportaj
yapmanin ayricaligini ve keyfini
yasadim. Karsimda ok sakin
ve kendinden emin yapisiyla
duran itk defa li¢ donem Ust
uste baskanliga secilen, hatta
yakinda dordiinci donem igin
de iddiali baskan var. Ogleden
sonra baskanlik binasinda

Became a Member of
Parliament from Ankara from
Welfare Party in 1991. As a
Member of Parliament, he
was nominated as a candidate
for Ankara Metropolitan
Mayor in 1994 local elections
and won the election. He was
elected for a second term in
1999, becoming the first per-
son elected as Metropolitan
Mayor of Ankara for consecu-
tive two terms in the history of
Ankara. He was elected to the
same post for the third time
in 2004; this time becoming

the first person elected as
Metropolitan Mayor for three
consecutive terms in Ankara’s
history. The biggest hobby of
Gokcek, who is married with
two children, is to play foot-
ball and photography.

| had the privilege and pleas-
ure of making an interview
with a mayor for the first time
touring the city live and
watching sites of events. | had
before me a mayor who
stands very calm and self-

¢

baslayan ziyaretimiz arabada
baslayan Ankara turu
roportajina donustu. Dort saat-
lik zaman diliminde kaltur
merkezleri, aile yasam
merkezi, sokak cocuklari
merkezi, Avrupa'nin en biyik
spor tesisi, Altinpark, Harikalar
Diyari'nda aksam yemegi ile
sona erdi. Evet her basarili
erkegin arkasinda mutlaka
guclu bir bayan vardir sozi
Melih Gokcek i¢in soylenebilir.
On sekiz yillik belediye
baskanligi kariyerinde bircok
eksigini esinin destekleriyle
giderdigini de itiraf ediyor. O bir
futbol, fotograf ve adini alan
torununun tutkunu.

Serife Deniz Ulueren: Uc
donemdir st liste belediye
baskanligi yapiyorsunuz.
Baskent'te ne tiir projeler
yuritiyorsunuz, bizleri bil-
gilendirir misiniz?

Melih Gokcek: Evet Ankara’'da
tst Uste iki donem baskanlik
yapan kimse yok. Ankara ile
ilgili oniimizdeki sekiz yillik
donem icin ¢ok blyik hedefler

assured, who has been elect-
ed as mayor for three terms
consecutively for the first
time, who is in fact con-
tentious for a fourth term. Our
visit, which started at the
Mayoralty Building in the
afternoon, transformed into
an interview of a tour of
Ankara, starting in the car.
After a four-hour tour of cul-
tural centers, family life cen-
ter, urchins center, the
largest sports facility in
Europe and Altinpark; it
ended with dinner at the
Wonderland. Indeed, the
phrase there is always a
strong lady behind every suc-
cessful man can be said for
Melih Gokcek. He confesses
that he cured many deficien-
cies in his career as mayor
for eighteen years, with the
support of his wife. He is an
enthusiast of football, photog-
raphy and his name sake
grand child.

Serife Deniz Ulueren: You
have been serving as mayor

koyduk. Ankara ¢ok blytidd,
nifusumuz bes milyonu gecti.
Birincisi 2014’'de Ankara’'nin
kongre sehri olmasini istiyoruz.
Bes kongre salonu yapiliyor,
2008 sonuna kadar faaliyete
gececek.

ikincisi, Ankara’yi tibbin
merkezi yapacagiz. imar icin
miracaat eden bitin has-
tanelerin otoparklarini
karsilamak kaydiyla sinirsiz
rant veriyoruz. Ankara’da has-
tane patlamasi yasaniyor, cok
ciddi mesafe alinacak. Belediye
yasasina madde koydurduk.
Buna gore Ankara'nin il
sinirlari icinde termal tipi da
destekliyoruz ve altyapisini
bedava yapiyoruz, Kizilca-
hamam, Haymana (diinyada
ikinci sirada), Ayas faydali
sulari otomatik olarak
karsiliksiz destekliyoruz.

Uctincisd, sanayide hedefimiz;
Tiirkiye'de istanbul’dan sonra
iki numara olmak. Karsiliksiz
altyapisini destekliyoruz. Sanayi
destekleriyle 20 bin kisilik istih-

consecutively for three
terms. What kind of projects
do you conduct in the capital
city; can you advise us?
Melih Gokgek: Yes, there is
nobody who was mayor for
two terms consecutively in
Ankara. We set very big tar-
gets for the next eight-year
period for Ankara. Ankara
grew a lot. Our population is
over five million. First of all,
we want Ankara to become a
city of conventions by 2014.
Five convention halls are
being built which will become
operational by the end of
2008.

Secondly, we will make
Ankara a hub of medicine. We
grant unlimited allowance for
car parks of all hospitals
applying for zoning. There is a
hospital explosion in Ankara.
A serious distance will be cov-
ered. We had an article
inserted in the Municipalities
Act. Accordingly, we give sup-
port to spa medicine within
provincial borders of Ankara
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“Ankara’da yurittiglimiz kentsel dénlsiim projeleri,
rekreasyon alanlari ve sosyal-kulturel faaliyetlerde
kesinlikle Avrupa’nin onundeyiz”

Mayis-Haziran / May-June 2007/ No.21

dam temin ettik. Akyurt'ta, Hasanoglan, Kazan ve

and we provide the infrastructure free. We Keresteciler'de sanayi bolgeleri kuruluyor.

automatically support without considera-
tion Kizilcahamam, Haymana (ranks sec-

ond in the world) and Ayas healing waters. Dordinci hedef, Ankara'nin tniversite kenti
olmasi. Avrupa’dan Universiteler kenti diye bir
Thirdly, our aim in the industry is to odul aldik. Ankara’daki tniversitelerin altyapilarini
become number two after Istanbul in karsiliksiz olarak destekliyoruz. Bilkent ile birlikte
Turkey. We provide free infrastructure. We biytk bir arazi tizerine teknokent kuruyoruz.

provided jobs for 20 thousand people
through support to the industry. Industrial
zones are being established in Akyurt,
Hasanoglan, Kazan and Keresteciler.

En 6nemlisi besinci hedef Ankara’da turizmi
gelistirmek. Sekiz sene sonra bes milyon turist
hedefine ulasmak i¢gin cok ciddi ¢aba sarfediyoruz.
Ankara’ya gelen turist sayisi gectigimiz yil iki yliz
yetmis bin, bunun bir cogu diplomat. Havadan

Qur fourth target is to make Ankara a city

of universities. We received an award from ) tan e
Europe as a city of universities. We provide gelen bu, karadan gelen ile bejc’_ yliz bini zor
free infrastructure to universities in Ankara. yakalariz. Ayrica Ankara Kalesi'ni temizlemeye ve

We are building a techno-city on a large icini tarihi bir merkez olarak ozel bir hale
piece of land in conjunction with Bilkent. getirmeye calisiyoruz. Igdirlik Tepesi'nin tzerinde-
ki tim gecekondu binalarini yikmak istiyorum.

Most importantly, our fifth target is to

develop tourism in Ankara. We are making $.D.U: Bes milyon turist Ankara’ya neden
serious efforts to reach the target of five gelecek, ne cezbedecek?

M.G: Bes milyon insani doyuracak imkanlari temin

“We are definitely ahead of Europe with the urban
transformation projects we conduct in Ankara, our
recreational spaces and soclo-cultural activities”

o
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etmek icin adimlar atiyoruz.
Esas olan ticaret ve turizm
merkezi haline getirmek. iki
ana turist hedef var. Birincisi
yerli turistlerin Ankara’ya
gelmesi, ikincisi Arap turistler.
Deniz olmadigindan Arap turist
¢olugu ¢ocugu ile gelir, gezdi-
recek, yesillik alan ve alisveris
yapmak ister. Arap turist gelse
kisi basina bin dolarin altinda
birakmamasi mumkiin degil ve
birakir. Ankara’ya ¢ekebilmek
icin turist kitlemizi iyi
secmemiz lazim. ikinci
hedefimiz yerli turist. Burada
belli noktaya geldik, yaz
aylarinda dort aractan biri
yabanci plaka, o noktadaki
hedefe yavas yavas ulastik.
Rekreasyon alani
olusturuyoruz. Altinpark’tan
daha buytk dort tane daha
alanimiz var, bunun sayisini
dokuza cikarmaya calisiyoruz.
Altinpark, Akdeniz ulkeleri en
guzel park oduldni aldi. 647
bin metrekare. Dinyanin hichir
yerinde alt| tane rekreasyon
alani bulmaniz mimkin degil.

million tourists in eight years.
Number of tourists visiting
Ankara last year is two hun-
dred seventy thousand, most
of them diplomats. This is
what comes by airlines; we
will hardly get five hundred
thousand with those coming
by land. Also, we are trying to
clean up Ankara Fort, turning
it into a special state as a his-
torical center. | want to knock
down all slums on Igdirlik Hill.

$.D.U: Why will five million
tourists come to Ankara; what
will attract them?

M.G: We are taking steps to
provide the facilities to satisfy
five million people. The essen-
tial thing is to make it a trade
and tourism center. There are
two main touristic targets. The
first one is local tourists’ visit-
ing Ankara, the second is Arab
tourists. Since there is no sea;
Arab tourist will come with his
family members, will want to
find recreational green spaces
and go shopping. If Arab
tourists come, it is impossible

¢

S.D.U: Yerli turisti cekmek icin
neler diistiniiyorsunuz?

M.G: Ankara'ya yerli turisti
cekmek icin eglence
merkezleri kurmak istiyoruz.
Disneyland’i getirecegiz. Ya ben
belediye olarak yapacagim ya
da onlar gelecek. Gelin yapalim
ve size rant verelim diyoruz.
Yaz aylarinda buralar
rengarenk oluyor. Ikincisi
Avrupa’nin en buylk hayvanat
bahcesini yapiyoruz.
Piyasadakilerin ¢ok disinda
safari olarak dolasabileceginiz
ve evcil hayvanlarin bulundugu
yerler olacak. icinde dev
lunapark olacak ve oyuncaklar
hayvan figurlerinden

olusacak. Ayni hayvanat
bahcesi icinde minimum on
tane olmak uzere
anfitiyatrolarda hayvan
gosterilerini izleyecekler.
Bambaska bir hayvanat
bahcesinde mini golf arabalarla
dolasacaksiniz. Sekiz milyon
dort yiiz bin metre kare.

for them to spend less than
one thousand Dollars per per-
son and they will. We have to
designate our tourist popula-
tion correctly to draw them to
Ankara. Our second target is
local tourists. Here, we
reached a certain point. In
summer months, one of every
four vehicles is a foreign
licence plate. We gradually
reached this target. We are
creating the recreational
space. We have four more
areas larger than Altinpark.
We're trying to raise this num-
ber to nine. Altinpark won the
most beautiful park award
among Mediterranean coun-
tries. 647,000 square meters.
You cannot find six recreation-
al sites anywhere in the world.

S.D.U: What are your plans for
drawing local tourists?

M.G: We want to set up recre-
ational centers to attract local
tourists to Ankara. We will
bring Disneyland. Either | will
do that as mayor or they will
come. We say let's build it and

S.D.U: Bunlarin disindaki
faaliyetler neler?

M.G: Ticaret merkezi yapanlara
tesvik veriyoruz. On tane dev is
merkezi yapiliyor, bunlari
yapanlara tesvik veriyoruz.
Simdi birbirlerini taklit
ediyorlar, orijinalitenin gelmesi
lazim. Yeni bir planlama
hazirligi icindeyiz. is
merkezlerinin tepesine eglence
merkezleri yapmalarini
oneriyoruz. Bu tesvikler
sayesinde onimuzdeki ¢ dort
yilicinde eglence merkezleri
olusacak. Ankara’'nin tarihi
kent merkezi olan Ulus'da,
Roma tarihini yansitan Ogiis
Tapinagl, Roma Hamami
Tiyatrosu, iliyanus Siitunu var .
Orada bir Roma tarihi ortaya
cikiyor, Turkiye'de dini turizmin
merkezi olan Haci Bayram'
restore ediyoruz. Tim bunlari
ust Uste getirdiginizde,
Ankara’nin bir cazibe merkezi
olmamasi icin hicbir neden yok.
Sanayi, tarihi kent merkezi, is
merkezleri, eglence merkez-
leri, rekreasyon alanlari,

we will grant you profit privi-
leges. In summer months,
these places are so colorful.
Secondly, we are building the
largest zoo in Europe. There
will be areas where you can
tour as safari and with domes-
tic animals, much different
from current ones. There will
be a giant amusement park in
it with animal figure toys. Also,
people will watch animal
shows in amphitheaters mini-
mum ten in number in the
same zoo. You will go around
in mini gulf carts in a totally
different zoo. Eight million four
hundred thousand square
meters.

S.D.U: What other activities
are there?

M.G: We provide incentives to
those building trade centers.
Ten giant business centers are
under way. We provide incen-
tives to builders. Now they
imitate each other: there is
need for originality. We are
preparing for a new planning
campaign. We recommend
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kulturel etkinlikleri ve saglik

alanindaki atilimlarla birlikte Turklye Seramikte Cin'le ve bIrCOk
Ankara 5 milyon turisti oc .-
yakalayacak. Ulkeyle rekabet edebilir. Kar

0 _ ’
Ty — oranlarini % 10- 15'lerde tutmayi
gecekondu olayindan kurtula- Og ren | rse k"
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cak?
M.G: iyi bir calismaile 15 yil
icinde ama normal sirede 20 Kuzey Ankara Giris Projesi, oldu. Hedefimiz dokuz.
yilda yikilacak ve diizelecek. Tarihi Kent Merkezi Ulus 3. Sosyal ve kiltlrel olarak 162
Projesi, Dikmen Vadisi Projesi, proje yirttiyoruz. Bu arada
$.D.U: Bu kadar tecriibeniz ile Giiney Kent Projesi, Yeni Avrupa’nin en biyik spor
birlikte istanbul Belediye Mamak Projesi. Bunlar en tesisini yapiyoruz. Burada
Baskanligi diistiniiyor blyik bes tanesi. Tiarkiye'ye cok iyi futbolcular
musunuz? Biz Gic konuda Avrupa’yi gectik yetisecek.
M.G: Tas yerinde agirdir. bunu cok rahatlikla
Ankara’da mutluyum. soyleyebilirim. S.D.U: Siz on ¢ yildir
1. Kentsel donlisim baskentin baskani olarak hayal
$.D.U: Kentsel doniisiim pro- projelerinde kesinlikle ettiginiz hedeflerinize ulastiniz
jelerinizden bahsederseniz... Avrupa’nin oniindeyiz. mi?
M.G: Kentsel doniisim kap- 2. Rekreasyon alanlari M.G: On Ug yil once
saminda Ankara’'da konusunda, Avrupa’nin higbir devraldigimda gercekten
ylrittigimuz otuz civarinda llkesinde alti tane rekreasyon Ankara koy gortintlstinde bir
projemiz var. En buyukleri alani bulamazsiniz. Bizde alti kentti. Koyden kente donusti

recreation centers on top of “ | n cera miCS' TU rkey can com pete

office buildings. Recreation

centers will be formed in the W|th China and many COUﬂtrieS_ H:

next three-four years,

thanks to these incentives. we can [earn to hold proflt

There is Augustus Temple,

Roman Bath Theater and ma rgins at 'I O_’I 5 0/0"
Ilianus Column representing

Roman history in Ulus which

is the historical city core of .

Ankara. Roman history i projects. .
uge:;tahedotr;]::e. {/%/eo;yrles $.D.U: Do you consider 2. In the field of recreational

restoring Haci Bayram Mayoralty of Istanbul with this areas. You cannot find six
which is the center of reli- much experience? recreational areas in no
gious tourism in Turkey. M.G: A stone is heavy where it's country of Europe. Now, we
When you bring these at. I'm happy in Ankara. have six. We are aiming at
together, there is no reason nine. _
why Ankara should not be a $.D.U: Could you tell us about < Wi ae UG (e
hub of attraction. Ankara will ~ your urban transformation social and cultural projects.
catch 5 million tourists with projects... In f[he meantime, we are
its industry, historical city M.G: We have about thirty proj- building the largest sports
core, business centers, ects we pursue in Ankara under facility of Europe. Here,_ Very
leisure centers and recre- urban transformation. The good football players will be
ation areas, its cultural largest ones are North Ankara developed for Turkey.
events and campaigns in the Portal Project, Historical City . .
medical field. P Core Ulus Project, Dikmen $-D.U: Did you attain your
Valley Project, South City targets you dreamed of as
S.D.U: When will Ankara get  Project, and New Mamak the mayor of the capital (,:,'ty
rid of the slum phenome- Project. These are the largest in the last thirteen years?
non? five. We are ahead of Europe in ra;ei:;/zgfsna:ggohwg\ei;thlr_
Wi ; three fields; | can say this very ' :
o o T
rected in 15 years; 20 under 1. We are definitely ahead of look of a village. We tried to

L Europe in urban transformation realize the transformation
normal conditions. > from the village to the city.
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gerceklestirmeye calistik. Ankara’da trafik
sorunu, altyapi, dogalgaz ve hava kirliligi sorunu
hat safhadaydi. Baskan oldugumda Uc yiz bin
arac vardi. Bir noktadan bir noktaya gitmek
istediginizde kirk bes dakikada gidiyordunuz.
Simdi bir milyon elli bin arag var ve on bes
dakikada gidiyorsunuz. Alt-Ust yollar, mevcut
yollarin genisletilmesiyle bu sorunlarin
Ustesinden geldik. Bir yandan 43 km. metro
devam ediyor. Ankara su anda ok ciddi anlamda
degisim geciriyor. Agustos ayindan sonra son
eksikler ve yesil alanlar tamamlaninca her sey
daha glzel olacak.

S.D.U: Cin ziyaretlerinizi biliyoruz, Tirk
seramiginin durumu icin diistinceleriniz nedir?
M.G: Tirkiye'de seramik, mermer granit, toprakla
ilgili tim sektoriin bir numara olmamasi i¢in
hi¢bir neden yok. Cin’le de rekabet edilir. Kar
oranlarini % 10-15 oraninda tutmayi 6grendigimiz
takdirde olur, % 100 kar dusiiniur uygularsak bu
olmaz..

S.D.U: Ankara’da kimsesiz cocuklarla ilgili yiiriit-
tiigliniiz calismalardan bahseder misiniz?

M.G: Yapmis oldugumuz bir takim sosyal
calismalar var. Sokakta calisan ¢ocuklar merkezi
kurduk. ilk basta bes bin sokak cocugu vardi,
okullari birakmis cocuklardi. Aileleriyle kis
olanlari baristirdik, yeniden hayata kazandirdik.
Bu merkezde yemeleri, icmeleri, her turli
ihtiyaclari karsilaniyor. Bunlarin sayisi simdi
1700°e dusti. Bu calismalarimizla Unicef'ten odiil
aldik. Diinyada benzeri olmayan bir uygulama ile
bu merkezde cocuklar egitiliyor ve topluma
kazandiriliyor. Bir Fransiz baskanliginda
Hacettepe Universitesi'nde, etkinlik diizenledik,
400 kisiye bir toplanti yaptik. Sokak Cocuklari
Merkezi'ni gezdiler, diger sosyal tesislerle

The traffic problem, infrastructure, natural
gas and air pollution issues were at
extreme levels at Ankara. When | became
mayor, there were three hundred thousand
vehicles. It took you forty-five minutes to
get from one point to another. Now, there
are one million fifty thousand vehicles and
you can get there in fifteen minutes. We
overcame these problems with over and
under passes, by expansion of existing
roads. On the one hand, 43-km subway
construction in under way. Presently,
Ankara is going through a very serious
change. After August, everything will be
much better when the last deficiencies and
green spaces are completed.

S.D.U: We know of your visits to China.
What are your thoughts on the state of
Turkish ceramics?

M.G: There is no reason why all sectors
relating to earth, ceramic, marble, granite
are not number one in turkey. You can
compete with China too. This can happen if
we learn to hold profit margins at 10-15 %
levels. It won't happen if we think and
implement 100 % profits.

S.D.U: Could you tell us about your work
on parentless children in Ankara?

M.G: There is a set of social work we have
conducted. We established a center for
children working on the street. In the
beginning, there were five thousand
urchins. These were children who quit
school. We had children who had problems
with their families, reconciled with them.
We brought them back to life. At this cen-
ter; all their needs, food, beverages are
met. Now their number dropped to 1700.
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faaliyetleri anlattim ve bir
sunum yaptim. inanin
hayatimda hi¢ boyle alkis
almamistim ve bunu
yabancilardan aldim.
Hayranliklarini
gizleyememisler. Ben boyle bir
calismaniz, etkinliginiz var mi
diye sordum ve kendisi bana
evet siz bizden ¢ok ondesiniz
dediler. Cok mutlu oldum.

$.D.U: Cumhurbaskanlig
secimleri icin gorisleriniz
neler?

M.G: Bu konuda ben her zaman
soyledigimi bir kez daha
soyleyebilirim. Benden sonra
arkadaslarim da bunu
soylemeye basladi. Basbakan
isterse Cumhurbaskani olur,
istemezse onun istedigi kisi
olur. Bu kadar net.

S.D.U: Her basarili erkegin
arkasinda bir bayan vardir,
esiniz ne tur aktivitelerle
ugrasiyor?

M.G: Esim benden daha yogun,
vakif calismalari ve 6zel
calismalar yapiyor. Ankara’'nin
fakir ailelerini kesfeder,
destekler. Benim ¢ok eksigimi
giderir, halkin arasina benden
daha cok girdigi icin bana ciddi
ikazlari olur. Belli bolgeleri
benden daha iyi bilir.

S.D.U: Babaniz isminizi bir fut-
bolcuya hayranligindan dolayi
vermis. Siz de bu arada hangi
takimi tutuyorsunuz.
Ankaraspor i¢in hedefleriniz?
M.G: Evet Fenerbahceli Melih
Kotanca varmis komple bir
sporcuymus her konuda.
Rahmetli babam onun
hayraniymis ve adindan dolayi
dogdugumuzdan beri otomatik
Fenerbahceliyiz. Ama ben
Galatasaray’in Fatih Terim
donemindeki basaril
sonuclarinda Kizilay'da tim
maclarda bayragi salladim ve
niye Galatasarayli degilim diye
aklimdan gecmisti. Basari
yakalaninca seyirci zaten gelir,
o yillarda dogan cocuklar hep
Galatasarayli oldu.
Ankaraspor’u gonulden destek-

¢

“Ankara’da turizmi gelistirmek en biyuk
hedeflerimiz arasinda. Sekiz yil sonra bes
milyon turist hedefine ulasmak icin ciddi
caba sarfediyoruz”

"Developing tourism in Ankara is among
our major targets. We are making
serious efforts to reach the target of five
million tourists in eight years”

We received an award from
UNICEF with such work.
Children are educated and
become part of society at this
center by a unique practice.
We organized an event at
Hacettepe University chaired
by a Frenchman. We held a
conference for 400 people.
They visited the urchins cen-
ter; | told them the other
social facilities and activities
and made a presentation.
Believe me, | had never
received such applause in my
life and | got it from foreign-
ers. They could not conceal
their admiration. | asked

them do you have such an
activity and they said yes you
are way ahead of us. | was
very pleased.

S.D.U: What are your views
of presidential elections?
M.G: | can say once again
what |'ve always said on this.
After me, my friends also
started saying this. If he
wants, the Prime Minister
will become President; if not,
whoever he wants will
become president. This is
clear enough.

S.D.U: There has been a

woman behind every suc-
cessful man; what kind of
activities is your wife
involved in?

M.G: My wife is more involved
than me; she pursues foun-
dation work and private work.
She discovers and supports
poor families of Ankara. She
eliminates a lot of my defi-
ciencies; she warns me since
she is more involved with
people. She knows certain
areas better than me.

S.D.U: Your father has
named you because of his
admiration of a football play-
er. By the way, which team
do you support? What are
your objectives for
Ankaraspor?

M.G: Yet, there was Melih
Kotanca, a Fenerbahce play-
er, and he was a complete
athlete in every way. My late
father admired him and we
are automatically
Fenerbahce fans since our
birth because of his name.
But | waved the flag in Kizilay
in Galatasaray's successes in
Fatih Terim period and |
thought why | am not a
Galatasaray fan. Spectators




07Kentveyasam.gxd 5/15/07 3:47 PM Page 89

liyorum. Dinyada baskentten sampiyon
clkmayan tek il Ankara buna cok Gzildyorum.

S.D.U: En biiyiik hobiniz fotograf cekmek. Aktiiel
hayatinizda sergi diisiinliyor musunuz?

M.G: Sanata bakisimi sergimi actigimda gore-
ceksiniz. Hatta ATO Baskani Sinan Aygiin ile
fotograf makinelerimiz konusunda yarisiriz. Su

anda 10.1 megapiksellik yanimda sirekli
tasidigim ve cekim yaptigim bir fotograf

makinem var. Sinan ile sergide cektigimiz
fotograflari yaristiracagiz. Bunun disinda t¢
bucuk yasindaki kiiciik torunum Melih biitiin

eglencem ve hayatim diyebilirim.

$.D.U: Bircok belediye baskaniyla roportaj
yaptim ama genelde hiperaktif, hareketli ve
heyecanli tavirlari var, sizdeki huzur, sakinlik ve

glivenin nedeni nedir?

M.G: Bes yil Kecioren, on ¢ yil Biiylksehir
Belediye Baskanligi olmak Uizere toplam on sekiz
sene ¢ok sey kazandirdi. Belediye baskanligi
esittir tecriibe demektir. Bes senede belediye
baskanindan hicbir sey bekleyemezsiniz, ancak

bir seyler 6grenilir. Isin 6zl tecriibe, olaylar sizi

pisiriyor.

$.D.U: Belediye Baskanligindan sonra ne

yapmayi planliyorsunuz?

M.G: Bir donem daha belediye baskanligi
distnidyorum, sonra emekli olacagim ve
Ankara’da yasayacagim. Kiclik oglum siyasete
merakli ve basarili, uluslararasi ticareti bitirdi.

Cankaya Belediye Baskan aday adayi su anda.

will come when you capture
success. Children born in
those years all became
Galatasaray fans. | support
Ankaraspor from my heart.
The only city, which did not
produce a title winner from a
capital city in the world, is
Ankara; | feel sorry for this.

S.D.U: Your biggest hobby is
photography. Do you think of
holding a show?

M.G: You will see my per-
spective on art when | hold
my show. In fact, we compete
with Sinan Aygln, President
of Ankara Chamber of Trade,
on our cameras. Right now, |
have a camera of 10.1

megapixels | always carry
with me and shoot pictures
with. Photographs we took
will compete in the show
with Sinan. Aside from this, |
can say that my small grand
child, three-and-a-half-
years-old Melih is my whole
fun and life.

S.D.U: | interviewed many
mayors but overall they have
a hyperactive and excited
attitude. What is the reason
of your peace, calmness and
confidence?

M.G: Five years as Mayor of
Kecidren, thirteen years as
Metropolitan Mayor; eighteen
years in total gave me a lot of

“Bir donem daha belediye
baskanligl dusunuyorum, sonra
emekli olacagim ve Ankara’'da
yasayacagim”

“I'm considering another term as
mayor. Then I'll retire and live In
Ankara”

things. Mayoralty means
experience. You can't expect
anything from a mayor in five
years; you can only learn a
few things. The essence of
the job is experience, you gel
with events.

$.D.U: What do you plan
after your life as Mayor?
M.G: I'm considering another
term as mayor; then I'll
retire and live in Ankara. My
younger son is interested in
politics and is successful. He
is a graduate of international
trade. Now, he is a potential
candidate for Mayor of
Cankaya.




