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Birlesmis Milletler Kalkinma Programi Baskani Kemal Dervis:

“Tiirkiye 21. ylizyilda onemli bir
konumda, dunya barisina da ¢ok
buyuk katkilarda bulunabilecek”

Turkey is in an important position in the

21st Century; it may make great
contributions to world peace as well.

Serife Deniz Ulueren
serifeldserfed.com

Réportaj -Interview

Chief of United Nations Development Program Kemal Devis:

1949 yiinda dogdu. ingiltere’de ekonomi alaninda
diinyanin sayili Universitelerinden London Scholl
of Economics’den mezun olduktan sonra ABD'de
Princeton University'de yiiksek lisans ve dok-
torasini yapti. 1973-76 arasi Biilent Ecevit'in
ekonomi ve uluslararasi iliskilerden sorumlu
danismanligini yapti. ODTU, Hacettepe ve
Princeton Universiteleri'nde 6gretim iyeligi
gorevlerinde bulundu, 1978 de Diinya Bankasi'na
katildi. 1982'de Diinya Bankasi’'nda Kiiresel
Endistri Departmani, Endiistriyel Strateji ve
Politikasi icin Bolum Baskanligi'na getirildi.
1986°da Diinya Bankasi'nin Avrupa, Ortadogu ve
Kuzey Afrika Bolgesi'nden sorumlu bas ekono-
mistlige atandi. Ortadogu ve Kuzey Afrika
Bolumi'nden sorumlu Baskan Yardimciligi'ni
sirdirdu. Basbakan Bilent Ecevit tarafindan
2001°de Ekonomiden Sorumlu Devlet Bakanligi'na
getirildi. Agustos 2002'de istifa etti. 2002-2005
doneminde Istanbul Milletvekiliydi. 2005 yilinda
UNDP Baskanligi'na segcildi.
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Was born in 1949. After graduating from
London School of Economics, one of the
renowned universities in the world in the field of
economics, he undertook his Master’s and
Ph.D. studies in Princeton University in USA.
From 1973 to 76, he was Bilent Ecevit's advisor
in charge of economic and international rela-
tions. He served as member of faculty in METU,
Hacettepe and Princeton Universities. He joined
the World Bank in 1978. In 1982, he was
appointed as Global Industry Department,
Industrial Strategy and Policy Department Head
in the World Bank. In 1986, he became Chief
Economist in charge of Europe, Middle East and
North Africa in the World Bank. He served as
Vice-President in charge of Middle East and
North Africa Department. He was appointed as
Minister of State in charge of Economy by
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit in 2001. He
resigned in August 2002. He was Member of
Parliament for Istanbul in 2002-2005 period.
Was elected as Chief of UNDP in 2005.

Serife Deniz Ulueren:
Ekonomi ve kiiresel ekonomi
yonetimi konusunda biylk
tecriibe ve basariya sahipsiniz.
UNDP Baskanligi'na
secilmenizden ve gelecege
yonelik hazirliklarinizdan
bahsedebilir misiniz?

Kemal Dervis: Doktorami
kalkinma planlamasi uzerine
yapmistim. Sonra, cesitli
Universitelerde makroekonomi,
dis ticaret ve planlama dersleri
verdikten sonra uluslararasi
kuruluslarda calistim. Ayrica,
hem Diinya Bankasi'nda
uygulamali calismalar hem de
Tlrkiye'deki krizden ¢ikis
yonetimi bana epey deneyim
kazandirdi. Arzum bu deneyim-
lerimi diinya ¢apinda daha adil
bir kiiresellesmeyi elde etmek
icin kullanabilmek. Birlesmis
Milletler Kalkinma
Programi'nin da misyonu bu.

$.D: UNDP ilk defa yardim
eden ulke degil, kalkinma i¢in
yardim alan bir ulke vatandasi
tarafindan yonetilecek.
Kalkinma konusunda aktif

Serife Deniz Ulueren: You have
great experience and are suc-
cessful on the management of
the economy and the global
economy. Could you tell us
about your election as Chief of
UNDP and your preparations
for the future?

Kemal Dervis: | had done my
Ph.D. on development planning.
Subsequently, after | taught
macroeconomics, international
trade and planning in universi-
ties, | worked in international
organizations. Also, the applied

studies in the World Bank and
the management of exit from
crisis in Turkey allowed me to
gain a lot of experience. My
objective is to be able to use
this experience to obtain a
more just globalization world
wide. This is also the mission of
United National Development
Program.

S.D: For the first time, UNDP
will be run by a national of not
an aid providing country, but of
a country receiving aid for

gorevlerde bulunan bir lider
olarak hedefleriniz nelerdir?

K.D: Dogru, BMKP'nin basina
itk kez program tlkesi olarak
tanimlanan, yani heniz
kalkinmakta olan bir ilkenin
vatandasi gelmis oldu.
Birlesmis Milletlerin Kalkinma
Programi zengin ulkeler
tarafindan finanse edildigi icin
simdiye kadar baskanlik
konusunda taviz
vermemislerdi. Bunun
degismesi aslinda uluslararasi
orgultlerde salt politik kistaslar
yerine artik daha cok teknik
kistaslarin agirlik
kazanmasinda birinci bir adim.
Dolayisiyla, bu ayni zamanda
cok ciddi bir sorumluluk yik-
lUyor. Segilme siirecinde
kalkinmakta olan tlkelerden
cok destek gordim.

Kalkinma konusunda
yaklasimim hem piyasa
mekanizmasi ve 6zel sektdre
hem de giclu bir devlete
ihtiyacimiz oldugu yoniinde.
Ozel yatirimcinin giiveni ve
glict olmadan hizli kalkinmanin
mimkin olmadigini gecmis

development. What are your
objectives as a leader who have
served actively in connection
with development?

K.D: True, it is for the first time
that a national of a country
described as a program
country, that is one which is still
developing, has become the
chief of UNDP. Since United
Nations Development Program
was financed by rich countries,
they had not compromised so
far regarding the Chief’s post.
Actually this change is a first
step in technical criteria
becoming predominant in inter-
national organizations instead
of just political criteria. Hence,
this also brings a very serious
responsibility. | took great sup-
port from developing countries
during the election process.

My approach to development is
that we need the market mech-
anism, the private sector and
also a powerful government.
The whole world has now
learned that rapid development
is not possible without the trust

deneyimlerden bitiin diinya
artik ogrendi. Ancak piyasayi
basibos ve yalniz biraktiginiz
zaman hem gerekli yarisma
ortami glivence altina alinamaz
hem de gelir dagilimindaki
bozukluklar diizeltilemez.
Dolayisiyla, diizenleyici ve
sosyal adaleti her an
gozetleyen bir devlete ihtiyac
var. Hizli kalkinma icin dzel
sektorin ve devletin uyumlu ve
birbirini tamamlayarak
calismasini saglamak temel
hedef olmall.

$.D: Tirkiye diinyada sizce
nasil taniniyor?

K.D: Tirkiye maalesef her
seyden dnce az taniniyor.
Ancak taniyanlar ve Turk
toplumunu anlayanlar,
Tirkiye'nin 21. Yuzyil'da cok
énemli bir konumda oldugunu
ve dolayisiyla diinya barisina da
cok buyuk katkilarda
bulunabilecegini distnuyor.
Tlrkiye gercekten cok cesitli
kiltirel geleneklerin, etnik
kokenlerin ve cografyalarin
kesistigi bir tlke. Bu cesitliligi

and power of the private
entrepreneur. However, if you
Just leave the market alone by
itself, the necessary competitive
environment cannot be secured
and the disparities in income
distribution may not be
rectified. Therefore, there is
need for a government which
regulates and monitors social
Justice all the time. The basic
objective for rapid development
should be allowing the private
sector and the government to
work in harmony, complement-
ing each other.

$.D: How is Turkey known in
the world according to you?

K.D: Turkey, unfortunately, first
of all, is known very little.
However, those who know
Turkey and understand Turkish
society think that Turkey is in
an important position in the
21st Century; it may make great
contributions to world peace as
well. Turkey is really a country
where quite diverse cultural
traditions, ethnic origins and
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gucli bir vatandaslik st kimligi
icinde birlestirebildigimiz
olctide hem gliclu oluyoruz
hem de diinyaya ornek
olabiliriz. Ancak bunu hem
daha rahat bicimde yasamamiz
hem de dis diinyaya daha iyi
anlatmamiz gerekiyor.

S.D: AB'ye uyum siireci
konusundaki disunceleriniz?

K.D: Tiirkiye'de hem bakan
iken hem de daha cok
Milletvekili olarak Avrupa
konusunda calistim. Demokrasi
icinde birlesen bir Avrupa
Birligi, insan haklarina gereken
onemi veren baris¢i bir diinya
icin cok onemli. Ancak, sunu
kabul etmek gerekiyor ki, son

2 yilda AB ciddi bir kriz yasiyor.
Genisleme ve genislemenin
gerektirdigi reformlar geleneksel
Avrupa tarafindan
hazmedilemiyor. Tirkiye-AB
iliskilerini degerlendirirken
AB'nin bir evrim krizi
gecirdigini unutmamak
gerekiyor. Tirkiye agisindan
bitldn zorluklara ragmen ve AB
binyesindeki muhafazakar ve
zaman zaman Irk¢l veya soven

geographies intersect. We
become more powerful and we
can also be a model for the
world to the extent we can
combine this diversity under a
powerful citizenship higher
identity. However, we have to
both live this more comfortably
and also explain it better to the
outer world.

$.D: What are your thoughts on
the EU harmonization process?

K.D: | worked on the subject of
Europe in Turkey both when |
was a Minister and even more
so, as a Member of Parliament.
A European Union united in
democracy is very important for
a peace loving world with due
commitment to human rights.
However, one should acknowl-
edge that EU is undergoing a
serious crisis in the last 2
years. Expansion and reforms
required by expansion cannot
be adopted by the traditional
Europe. When evaluating
Turkey-EU relations, one

cevrelerin tutumuna ragmen
AB’ye tam Uyelik amacindan
vazgecmek biyik hata olur.
Tarkiye'nin ozellikle Akdeniz ve
yakin Dogu bolgesinde s6z
sahibi olmasi icin ve dinyaya
yon veren bir tlke olabilmesi
icin AB karar mekanizmalarina
girmesi gerekiyor. Bu slreci
hizlandirmak icin elbette
ekonomi alaninda olsun,
demokrasinin kalitesi alaninda
olsun eksiklerimizi kendi
insanlarimizin gelecegi icin
tamamlamaliyiz. Sabirli, yapici,
ve teknik alanda da bilgili
calismalara ihtiyacimiz var.
Tirkiye Avrupa’ya Avrupa da
Tirkiye'ye cok seyler katabilir
ve birlikte diinyadaki tim
insanlara cok etkili bicimde
katkida bulunabiliriz.

S.D: Tiirkiye'de neden hala
yoksul-zengin profili arasindaki
utanilacak ucurum tablo
¢ozllemiyor?

K.D: Tirkiye'de gelir dagilimi
gercekten de asiri 6l¢lide
bozuk. Brezilya, Meksika gibi
gelir diizeyimize yakin baz
ulkelerle kiyasladigimiz zaman,

should not forget that EU is
going through a crisis of evolu-
tion. Despite all difficulties and
despite the attitude of the con-
servative and sometimes racist
or chauvinistic circles in EU, it
would be a great mistake for
Turkey to abandon the objective
of full membership to EU. For
Turkey to have a say especially
in the Mediterranean and the
Near East and become a coun-
try which gives direction to the
world, it needs to enter EU
decision mechanisms. To
accelerate this process, of
course, we have to complete
our deficiencies in the field of
economy and in the field of
quality of democracy for the
future of our own people. We
need patient, constructive and
technically informed efforts.
Turkey can contribute a lot to
Europe and Europe to Turkey
and together, we can make very
effective contributions to all
people in the world.

$.D: Why can't the shameful

ayni yapisal bozukluklari
yasadigimizi soyleyebilirim.
90'li ve 60°Liyillarda egitim
konusunda geri kalmamiz ve
herkesi egitemememiz, bolge-
sel farkliliklar yenemememiz
ve gelisen piyasa ekonomisinin
yaninda yeterli dlclide guclu bir
sosyal devleti insa edemememiz
dengesizliklerin baslica
nedenlerini olusturuyor. Ayrica,
Tarkiye'nin sik sik
makroekonomik krize gitmis
olmasi bu yapisal zaaflarin
etkilerini gecmiste daha da
artirmistir. Yoksullugu yenip
daha adil bir gelir dagilimini
elde etmemiz icin temel egitim
ve saglik konusunda biitiin
vatandaslarimizi belli bir nok-
taya getirebilmemiz, glcli ve
etkin bir sosyal devleti olustur-
mamiz ve makroekonomik
krizlerden korunmamiz sart.
Elbette bunu 3-5 yil icinde
basarmak maalesef miimkiin
degil. Ancak dogru politikalar
10-15 yil boyunca uygula-
nabilirse hem gelir diizeyi hem
gelir dagiimi hem de insani
kalkinma endeksleri agisindan
¢ok daha basarili bir Turkiye
yaratmak elbette ki mimkdn.

abyss between the poor-rich
profile in Turkey still be solved?

K.D: Income distribution in
Turkey is really excessively
distorted. When compared to
some countries like Brasil and
Mexico close to our income
level, | can say that we go
through the same structural
imparities. Our being back-
wards in education, our failure
to overcome regional discrepan-
cies in the 50s and 60s and our
failure to build a sufficiently
powerful social state beside the
advancing market economy are
the main reasons for the imbal-
ances. Furthermore, Turkey's
having undergone macroeco-
nomic crises frequently has
enhanced the impact of these
weaknesses even more in the
past. To overcome poverty and
to obtain a fairer income distri-
bution, we have to bring all our
citizens up to a certain point in
terms of basic education and
health to create a powerful and
effective social state and be

S.D: Binyil hedefleri ile Diinya
Bankasi'nin yoksulluk
stratejileri arasinda nasil bir
bag bulunuyor, bizleri
bilgilendirebilir misiniz?

K.D: Birlesmis Milletler
blnyesinde gelistirilen ve
somutlasan binyil hedefleriyle
Diinya Bankasi'nin destekledigi
yoksullugu yenme stratejileri
arasinda onemli baglar ve
benzerlikler bulunmaktadir.
Her iki yaklasim da, salt
ekonomik blylimenin yetersiz
oldugunu, blylimeyle birlikte
somut olarak yoksulluk
indikatorlerinin
iyilestirilmesinin de ekonomik
politikalarin ana hedefi olmasi
gerektigini savunuyor. Ancak
Bretton Woods kuruluslarinin,
yani Diinya Bankasi'nin ve
makro ¢erceveden sorumlu
olan IMF'nin yaklasiminda
gelismekte olan llkelere
aktarilan yardim fonlarinin
miktari veri olarak kabul
edilmektedir. Bu veri, yeni Ust
sinir cergevesinde neyin
mumkin olup olmadigini
arastirmaktadir. BM nin binyil
hedeflerine ulasmak icin ne

protected from macroeconomic
crises. Of course, to achieve
this in 3-5 years is unfortunate-
ly impossible. However, if right
policies may be implemented
for 10-15 years, it is indeed
possible to create a Turkey
which is much more successful
both in terms of income level
and also income distribution
and human development
indices.

S.D: What kind of a link is there
between the millennium objec-
tives and the poverty strategies
of the World Bank, could you
please advise us?

K.D: There are important links
and similarities between the
millennium objectives devel-
oped and set forth within the
body of United Nations and the
strategies for overcoming
poverty supported by the World
Bank. Both approaches argue
that sole economic growth is
insufficient and that the
improvement of poverty indica-
tors together with growth

kadar kaynaga ihtiyag oldugu
arastirilmakta ve bu kaynagin
yaratilmasi icin ¢aba
gosterilmektedir. Yani, binyil
hedeflerine ulasmakta kaynak
siniri kabul edilmemektedir ve
zengin ulkeler bu kaynagi
bulmak ile yukimli
sayllmaktadir. Elbette binyil
hedeflerine ulasmak sadece bir
kaynak meselesi degil.
Savaslarin ve i¢ savaslarin
onlenmesi, bircok yoksul
ulkede cok daha iyi bir
yonetisimin olusmasi ve ayni
zamanda adil bir blyimeyi
hedefleyen ekonomik ve sosyal
politikalarin uygulanmasi
kaynak sorunu kadar onemli.
Ancak BM'nin yaklasiminda bu
unsurlar yerine getirildiginde
sadece kaynak eksikligi
ylziinden binyil hedeflerine
ulasamamak kabul edilen bir
olgu olmamaktadir. lki ayri
yaklasimin kokeninde kaynak
konusunda boyle bir ayirim var.
Bu ayirimi degerlendirirken
binyil hedefleri icin gereken
kaynagin aslinda zengin
tlkelerin milli gelirinin

%1'nin ¢ok altinda oldugu
unutulmamalidir. Ozet olarak,

should be the main target of
economic policies. However, in
the approaches of Bretton
Woods organizations, | mean
the World Bank and IMF which
is responsible for the macro
framework, the amount of the
aid funds transferred to the
developing countries is
assumed to be a given. It is
investigated what is possible or
not within the framework of this
given, that is, the upper limit.
What amount of funds are
needed to achieve UN'’s millen-
nium objectives is investigated
and efforts are made to create
these funds. That is, no fund
limit is recognized in achieving
the millennium objectives and
wealthy countries are deemed
obliged to find these funds.
Indeed, attaining the millenni-
um objectives is not just a mat-
ter of funds. Prevention of wars
and civil wars, formation of
much better governance in
many poor countries and
implementation at the same
time of economic and social
policies targeting a fair growth

gelismekte olan dlkeler
yonetim ve ekonomik politika
reformlarini gerceklestire-
bilirse, savas yerine uzlasmayi
secebilirse ve ayni zamanda
zengin ulkeler milli gelirlerinin
% 0,7 gibi bir oranini kalkinma
yardimina ayirabilirse, (ki bu
oran bugiin % 0,25'in
altindadir) o zaman 2015 yilinda
diinyanin her yerinde olmasa
bile bircok yerinde binyil
hedeflerine ulasmak mimkiin
olabilir.

are as important as the funding
problem. However, in UN's
approach, failure to attain the
millennium objectives just
because of lack of funding,
should these elements be ful-

filled, is not accepted. There is

such a difference regarding

funding in the origins of these
two different approaches. When

assessing this difference, it
should not be forgotten that the

funding required for the millen-

nium objectives is actually way
under 1 % of the national
incomes of wealthy countries.
In short, if developing countries
manage to carry out their
governance and economic
policy reforms if they can
choose to reconcile instead of

fight and if, at the same time,
wealth countries can spare

about 0.7 % of their national
incomes to development aid
(this ratio is below 0.25 % at
present], then it may be
possible to achieve the millen-
nium objectives may be not
everywhere but at least in many
places in the world.




