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From Birecik Dam Hurricane to Gaziantep Museum
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2000 yiinin Mayis-Haziran aylarinda yerli
ve yabanci yayin organlarinda pespese
yayinlanan haberlerle kamuoyunun ilgisi
Gaziantep'te Firat nehri kiyisindaki Belkis-
Zeugma antik kentinde yapilan kurtarma
kazilari ve burada bulunan essiz
mozaikler ile diger eserler Uzerinde
yogunlasmisti. Bu denli 5nemli eserlerin
kisa surede sular altinda kalacak olmasi
karsisinda sasiran kamuoyumuz pek cok
soruya cevap ariyordu.

Belkis/Zeugma'da neler oluyordu?
Barajin yapilacagi 6nceden bilinmiyor
muydu? So6z konusu antik kent yeni mi
bulunmustu? Cikan essiz mozaikler ve
onca eser ne olacakti? Eserlerin
kurtarilmasi icin vakit var miydi? Neden
her sey son dakikada dusunilmek
durumunda kalinmisti? Bélgede sadece
Belkis mi su altinda kaliyordu?

Dionysos'un Ariadne ile digununi
betimleyen mozaikten bir detay (1992).
Mosaic detail depicting Dionysos’s wedding
with Ariadne (1992).
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With the news published one after another
for local and foreign media outlets in the
months of May-June of 2000, the interest
of the public was concentrated on the rescue
excavations conducted in the antique city of
Belkis-Zeugma on the bank of River
Euphrates in Gaziantep and the unmatched
mosaics and other artifacts discovered there.
The public, baffled against the fact that such
important works would be flooded in a short
time, was seeking answers to many
questions.

What was going on in Belkis/Zeugma? Was
it not known in advance that the dam would
be built? Had the said antique city been just
discovered? What would become of the
unearthed unique mosaics and other works?
Was there time for rescuing the works?
Why did everything have to be thought about
in the last minute? Was it only Belkis that
was being flooded in the region?




Birecik BarajI'nin su tutmaya baslamasi
ile olusan gdl, baraj govdesinden Atatiirk
barajina kadar Firat kiyisinda 92 km.
uzunlugunda bir havza ile yaklasik 200
km.'lik kiyr bandini etkilemisti. Olusan 57
kilometrekarelik gol alani da $Sanliurfa
ilinde; Birecik, Bozova, Halfeti, Gaziantep
ilinde; Nizip, Yavuzeli, Araban, Adiyaman
ilinde; Merkez ve Besni ilcelerine bagli
toplam 44 koy ile Halfeti ilce Merkezi'ni
etkilemisti.

Bu sirada 9 koy tamamen, 3 kdy yerlesimi
kismen su altinda kalmis, 32 kdyln de
gecimini saglayan Firat boyundaki tim
bahceleri baraj sulari yutmustu. Barajdan
etkilenen yerlesimlerin 1990 yili ntifuslar
toplami ise 34 bin 924'tU. Birecik Baraji
gol alani altinda kalan havzada tespit,
tescil isleri ve kurtarma kazilari geregi
gibi gerceklestirilemediginden kdiltirel
ve dogal miras agisindan neleri
yitirdigimiz bugiin bile tam olarak
bilinmemektedir. Buna karsilik,
Hacettepe Universitesi'nden Aynur
Durukan’in baskanligindaki bir ekibin

Birecik-Halfeti'de, ITU'den Nur-Giinkut
Akin'in Halfeti ve cevresinde, Dr.
Guillermo Algaze ise 80'li yillarda eski
proje cercevesinde baraj alaninda ylzey
arastirmalariyapmistir. Arkeoloji ve Sanat
Yayinlari ve Dergisi de, bolgeyi son alti yil
icerisinde her yonuyle gdzlemlemis ve
fotografik acidan asama asama
belgelemeye ¢calismistir. Bu ¢alismalar
sonucu burada tespit edilen degerlerin
bir kacini soyle siralayabiliriz:

Birecik Baraj govdesinin yapimi sirasinda
bulunan Roma Lejyon kampi ve hamami
ile Itk Tun¢ Cag Mezarligi 312 mezar, 8
bini askin seramik buluntusu, Belkis
Zeugma'daki Roma villalarinda bulunan
paha bicilmez essiz eserler. Apameia
antik yerlesmenin timd, Tilobdr, Tilbes,
Tilmusa, Horum haytikleri, (tam
arastirilmadan ve kazilmadan)
Kalemeydani'ndaki Feyzullah Efendi
Konagi ve cok sayida tas bag kosku,
Halfeti'de 1796-97 tarihli Latifzade
Hamami ve yanindaki gorkemli tas
konagin yanisira yiizlerce konak ve bag

koskleri, glimrah bahceler ve Firat
Vadisi'nin iki yakasinda yer alan binlerce
magara.

Gaziantep ili Nizip ilcesinin 10 km
dogusunda Firat'in bati kiyisinda bugiin
Birecik Baraji govdesinin yakininda yer
alan Zeugma, tarihte Samsat (Samosata)
ile birlikte Firat'in gecildigi iki onemli
noktadan birisidir. Kentin adi da
“kopriibasi” ya da “gecit yeri” gibi bir
anlama gelmektedir. Buyuk Iskender’in
komutanlarindan, Seleukos
Imparatorlugu'nun kurucusu Seleukos
| Nikator (M.0. 312-281) bu gegis
noktasinda, Firat'in dogu yakasinda Pers
asill karisi Apama adina Apameia am
Euphrat (Keskince/Tilmusa) bati
yakasinda ise kendi adina Seleukeia am
Euphrat (Firat tizerindeki Seleukeia) adl
iki kent kurmustur.

Roma donemine ait hamam ve mozaiklerden bir
gorinim (1996).
View of baths and mosaics of Roman period (1996).

The lake formed as Birecik Dam started
to retain water had affected a basin 92
km long on the back of Euphrates
extending from the dam body to Atatiirk
Dam and a bank strip of approximately
200 km. The created lake area of 57
square kilometers had affected Birecik,
Bozova, Halfeti in the Province of
Sanliurfa; Nizip, Yavuzeli, Araban in
Province of Gaziantep and a total of 44
villages of Merkez and Besni districts
and Halfeti district center town in the
Province of Adiyaman. In the meantime,
9 villages were fully covered by water
and 3 villages were covered in part and
all gardens along Euphrates on which
32 villages made a living were swallowed
by dam waters. The total population of
the settlements affected by the dam as
of 1990 was 34,924. As determination
and registration actions and rescue
excavations were not run as necessary
in the basin flooded by the lake, it is not
fully known even now what has been lost
in terms of cultural and natural heritage.

On the other hand, a team chaired by
Aynur Durukan from Hacettepe University
has conducted surface investigations in
Birecik-Halfeti, Nur-Giunkut Akin in
Halfeti and its surroundings and Dr.
Guillermo Algaze at the dam area under
the framework of the old project in the
80s. Archaeology and Art Publications
and Journal has observed the area in
every respect in the last six years,
attempting to document it stage by stage
photographically. We can list some of the
values determined there as a result of
these studies as follows:

Roman Legion camp and bath and First
Bronze Age Cemetary with 312 tombs
discovered during the construction of the
body of the Birecik Dam, over 8 thousand
ceramic artificats, invaluable unique
artifacts found in the Roman villas in
Belkis Zeugma, the entirety of Apameia
antique settlement; Tilobur, Tilbes,
Tilmusa and Horum tumuli (not
investigated and excavated fully);
Feyzullah Efendi Mansion in Kalemeydani

and numerous masonry vineyard kiosks,
hundreds of mansions and vineyard
kiosks, plentiful gardens alongside of
Latifzade Bath dated to 1796-97 and the
magnificient masonry mansion next to it
in Halfeti and thousands of caves situated
on the two banks of Euphrates valley.

Zeugma, situated 10 km east of Nizip
district of the province of Gaziantep on
the west bank of Euphrates near the body
of Birecik Dam today, is one of the two
important points together with Samsat
(Samosata) where Euphrates was
crossed. The name of the city means
“bridge head” or “crossing place”.
Seleukos | Nikator (M.0. 312-281), one
of the army commanders of Alexander
the Great who founded the Seleukos
Empire, has founded two cities at this
crossing point; one on the east bank of
Euphrates in the name of his wife of
Persian origin, Apama, as Apameia am
Euphrat (Keskince/Tilmusa) and another
onein his name as Seleukeia am Euphrat.
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Unearthing of Akratos Mozaic.

Daha sonra Zeugma adini alan
batidaki yerlesim Kommagene
Kralligr'nin dort nemli kentinden biri
olmus ve bu donemde konumundan
dolayr hizla gelismistir. Bolgenin
Roma hakimiyetine girmesinden
sonra Octavianus M.O. 31'de
Zeugma'yl Kommagene kralligindan
alarak Suriye eyaletine katmistir.
Anadolu kékenli askerlerden
olustugu icin 4. Iskit Lejyonu (Legio
11l Scythica) adini alan askeri
garnizonun burada
konuslandirilmasindan dolay kentin
onemi daha da artmistir. [ki ytzyil
boyunca Zeugma Roma

The western settlement, later taking
on the name of Zeugma, has become
one of the four important cities of the
Kingdom of Kommagene and has
developed rapidly, thanks to its
location in that period. After the region
went under Roman sovereignty,
Octavianus has captured Zeugma
from the Kingdom of Kommagene,
annexing it to the province of Syria in
31 B.C. The significance of the city
has increased even further as the
military garrison, which was named
Legio Il Scythica since it was formed
by soldiers of Anatolian origin was
deployed there. Zeugma has hosted

Imparatorlugu'nun iist diizey ynetici
ve subaylarina ev sahipligi yapmistir.
Bu kisiler ve beraberindeki aileleri,
danismanlarti, koleleri ile zengin bir
yasam kulturd Zeugma'ya gelmistir.
Roma diinyasinin enyiksek sinifindan
gelen bu insanlar yerel yonetim
tarafindan onurlandirilmis ve
Roma'ya donene kadar bélgede cok
onemli rutbelere sahip olmuslardir.
Askeri oneminin yani sira Dogu-Bati
diinyasinin onemli merkezleri
arasinda hareketli bir ticaretin gegis
noktasi olarak Ge¢ Helenistik
Donem’den, Orta Imparatorluk
Donemi’'ne, ozellikle M.S. 1. ve 2.

the high level administrators and
soldiers of the Roman Empire for two
centuries. Arich life culture has come
to Zeugma with these people and
their families, advisors and servants
accompanying them. These people,
who were from the highest class of
the Roman world were honored by
the local administration and have
acquired very important ranks in the
region until going back to Rome.
Zeugma has lived its golden age
starting from the Late Hellenistic
Period until the Middle Empire Period,
especially in 1st and 2nd Centuries
A.D.as a crossing point of a vivid trade

yuzyillarda Zeugma altin ¢agini
yasamistir. Zeugma'da bugtine kadar
bulunan eserler ve villalar bunu en
iyi sekilde gostermektedir. M.S. 250'de
Sasani hiiktimdart I. Sapur’un (241-
272) Dura'yr kusatip ele
gecirmesinden sonra tahminen
252'de Zeugma'nin da Sasanilerce
yakilip yikildigr kazilardan
anlasilmaktadir. Son yillarda yapilan
arkeolojik kazilarda in situ olarak guin
1sigina cikartilan buluntular, kentin
bu sirada ¢ok ani terkedildigini ortaya
koymaktadir.

between important settlements of
the Eastern-Western worlds beside
its military significance. Artifacts and
villas so far discovered in Zeugma
are proofs of this. It is inferred from
excavations that Zeugma, too, was
burnt and torn down by the Sasanis
approximately in 252 A.D. after Dura
was besieged and captured by Sasani
King 1. Shapur (241-272) in 250 A.D.
The artifacts unearthed in situ in the
recent archaeological excavations
reveal that the city was abandoned
very suddenly at the time.



Uzerinde Kader Tanricasi Tyche
Tapinagi'nin kalintitart bulunan Belkis
Tepesi olarak adlandirilan akropolden
300 m. asagidaki Firat'a kadar engebeli
yamaglar, yuzlerce yilin birikimi olan
yer yer 10 metreye ulasan kalinlikta
toprak dolgu ile ortiilidir. Ozellikle
Roma Donemi mezarlarinin Uzerindeki
toprak birikimi Firat boyu
yamaclarinda varlig bilinen yogun
orman dokusunun Roma
Donemi’'nden sonra yokoldugunun ve
yorenin bilylk bir erozyona maruz
kaldigini gostermektedir. Antik kent
alaninda kazilardan once
nekropolindeki kaya mezarlari ile bir
kac kalinti belirgin olarak
gorilebilmekteydi. Zeugma’'nin
guineybati nekropoliinde, 1987 yilinda
Gaziantep Miizesi, kacakeilarca yarim
birakilmis iki oda mezari kazarak
acmis ve bircok eseri glin 1sigina
cikarmustir. Cok sayida gomuniin
yapildigi, duvarlari freskli, mezar
odalarinin oniinde heykellerle stsli
teraslarin bulundugu anlasilmistir.
Kimi oturan, kimi ayakta heykeller
uUzerlerine yerlestirildikleri yikseltilmis
plinthoslari ve tzerleri yazitl kaideleri
ile saglam olarak ele gecmis bugtin
Gaziantep Muzesi'nde
sergilenmektedir.

1992'de, antik kentin orta bolimindeki
Ayvaz Tepesinin kuzeydogu
yamaclarinda, definecilerce acilmis
bir tlinel, iceride ise, tabanin figurlu
mozaiklerle kapli oldugu gorilmustur.
Gaziantep Muizesi Miduru Rifat
Ergec’in baskanliginda definecilerin
yarim biraktigi bu kazi cukurunun
bulunup temizlenmesiyle baslayan
arkeolojik kazilarda, bir Roma villasi
ve sanatsal acidan oldukca degerli
taban mozaikleri ortaya ¢ikarilmistir.
M.S. 1. ylzyilda yapitmis bu villa 8
sttunlu bir atriumu cevreleyen
galeriler ve bunlarin gerisindeki
odalardan olusmaktadir. Galerilerden
guineydeki, digerlerinden daha genis
tutulmus, gerisindeki ana kayaya
oyulmus buyuk bir odaya kemerli bir
kapi ile gecilmektedir. Villadaki kaya
odasinin (tablinium) tabani geometrik,
galerinin tabani ise insan figdrlu
mozaiklerle kaplidir.

Figlrli kompozisyonda sarap ve tizim
tanrisi Dionysos ile Ariadne’nin diguinu
anlatilmaktadir. Ortada, bir taht
tzerinde evlenen ¢ift oturmakta ve
ask tanrisi Eros, icinde ask iksiri
bulunan bir kaseyi onlara
sunmaktadir. Bu grubun sol tarafinda
kader ipligini egiren bir kadin ile sag
tarafinda bir kiictik sandik icinde
hediye getiren iki kadin betimlenmistir.
Sol kenarda, Pompei'den taninan
dinlenen Afrodit pozisyonundaki
mesale tutan bir Nymphe ile elindeki
kaseden ickiicen bir menat, sag
kenarda ellerinde bir cins fliit tutan,
dinlenen calgicilar yer almaktadir.

The undulating slopes starting from the
acropolis known as Belkis Hill on which
the remnants of the Temple of Goddess of
Distiny Tyche stand down to Euphrates 300
meters below are covered by earth
accumulated over centuries, reaching at
times up to 10 meters depth. The earth
accumulation especially on the Roman
period graves show that the intense forest
texture known to have existed along the
Euphrates River was destroyed after the
Roman period subjecting the region to a
major erosion. In the antique city area
before the excavations, the rock tombs in
the necropolis and a few remnants could
be seen distinctly. In 1987, Gaziantep
Museum has dug and opened two chamber
tombs left unfinished by treasure hunters
and unearthed many artifacts in Zeugma's
south-western necropolis. It was found out
that many objects were buried and there
were statue ornamented terraces in front
of the chamber tombs with frescoed walls.
These statues, some of them sitting and
others standing, have been secured in
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sound condition with the raised plinthoses
and scripted bases on which they were
placed and are on display at Gaziantep
Museum.

In 1992, a tunnel dug by treasure hunters
was found in the north-eastern slopes of
the Ayvaz Hill in the central section of the
antique city, leading to an area where the
floor is covered with figured mosaics. A
Roman village and floor mosaics of high
artistic value were discovered during the
archaeological excavations started under
the direction of Gaziantep Museum Director
Rifat Ergec by cleaning up of this excavation
hall left unfinished by treasure hunters.
This villa built in 1st Century A.D. has
galleries surrounding a 8-column atrium
and rooms behind them. The southern
gallery is bigger than the others, allowing
transition to a large room carved into the
main rock behind it through an arched
door. The floor of the rock room (tablinium)
inthevilla is covered by geometrical figured
mosaics and the floor of the gallery by
human figured ones.
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Okeanos ve Tethys'i deniz hayvanlart ile birlikte betimleyen mozaik.

Mosaic depicting Okeanos and Tethys with sea creatures

The composition with figures depicts the
wedding of wine and grape god Dionysos
and Ariadne. At the center, the marrying
couple sits on a throne and love god Eros
offers them a bowl containing love elixir.
Two women are depicted, one of them
spinning the yarn of destiny on the left side
of the group, one bringing gifts in a small
chest on the right side. On the left end,
there is a Nymph holding a torch in the

position of resting Aphrodite known from
Pompei and a menate drinking from a bowl
in his hand and at the right end, there are
resting musicians holding a type of flute in
their hands. Six of the ten figures in this
unique mosaic of 7.30 x 3.50 m have been
stolen from their places under protection
on June 15, 1998 and have not yet been
found.
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7.30 x 3.50 m boyutundaki bu essiz
mozaikte yer alan 10 figlirden altisi,
15 Haziran 1998 tarihinde koruma
altindaki yerlerinden sokdilerek
calinmis halen de bulunamamistir.

1993 de Gaziantep Mize Mudurlugi
ile West Avustralya Universitesi'nden
David Kennedy bir donem katiimli
kurtarma kazisi yapmistir. Bu calisma
sirasinda terasindaki mozaik
dosemede ortadaki panonun icinde
yer aldigi anlasilan biri kadin, digeri
erkek oturan iki figuriin dizden
yukarilarinin cok 6nceden (tahminen
1964 yilinda) kesilerek calinmis
oldugu anlasilmistir. Orta bolumu
tamamen alinmis bu mozaikten
geriye bir kline, iki figlirin ayaklari ile
“PAR” harfleri kalmistir. Daha sonra,
ABD Houston kentindeki Rice
Universitesi'nde saklanan Menil
Collection'da yer alan bir kadin ve bir
erkek, mozaik parcalart ile iki
torsonun bu kazilan villaya ait oldugu
anlasilmistir. Mozaik panoda yanyana 1998 calismalarinda bulunan Cingene Kizi Mozaigi.
oturan iki ﬁg[jr, mito[ojide bir ask Gypsy Girl Mosaic found in 1998 excavations.
hikayesinin iki kahramani olan
Metiokhos ile Parthenope’yi
canlandirmaktadir. Houstondaki
erkek figliriinin bas hizasinda Akhilleus'un Troya Savasi'na gétiiriiliisii, Belkis/Zeugma, 1999.
Metiokhos yazisi okunmakta, ancak Akhilleus's Being Taken to the Trojan War Belkis/Zeugma, 1999
kadin figuriinde yazi
bulunmamaktadir. Buna karsin,
Belkis'ta kalan parcada Parthenope
yazisininilk ti¢ harfi olan PAR... harfleri
okunmaktadir.

In 1993, Gaziantep Museum and David
Kennedy from Western Australia
University have conducted
participated rescue excavations for a
period. During this effort, it was found
out that the parts above the knees of
the two figures, one woman, one man,
who were in the middle panel of the
mosaics in the terrace, were cut and
stolen long time ago (circa 1964). Only
a kline, the feet of the two figures and
the letters “PAR” remained from this
mosaic, the center part of which is
fully taken. Later it was found out that
two torsos of a woman and a manin
the Menil Collection kept at Rice
University in Houston, USA, were from
this excavated villa. The figures sitting
next to each other on the mosaic
panel depict Metiokhos and
Parthenope, the hero and heroin of
a mythological love story. The letters
Metiokhos is legible across the head
of the man figure in Houston with no
script on the woman figure. Yet, the
letters PAR... which are the first three
letters of Parthenope are legible in
the piece remaining at Belkis.




Yazi baglantisy, figiirlerin elbise
kivrimlarindaki tamamlamalar ile
mozaiklerin tas boyutu ve renk
analizinden sonra, parcalarin ayni
mozaige ait olduklari anlasildigindan
Houston'daki parcalarin iadesi Kiiltir
Bakanligimiz tarafindan istenmistir.
Haziran ayi icerisinde de bu parcalar
Turkiye'ye getirilmis ve Gaziantep
Miizesi'ne teslim edilmistir.

1994 yii Zeugma calismalarinda ise
¢ biiylik mezar odasi, ikisi sadece
teras mozaikleriile sinirli, digerleri
plan olarak bes villanin kazisi
yapilmistir. 1996 yiinda Birecik
Baraji'nin yapiminin hizla devam ettigi
sirada, tam baraj aksinin gectigi yerde,
hafriyat yapilirken bazi mozaik
parcalarina rastlanmasi lizerine
calismalar durdurulmus, burada
yapilan arkeolojik kazida Gymnasium
oldugu tahmin edilen biyik bir
kompleks ve biiyiik sayilabilecek
olciilerde bir Roma Hamami ortaya
¢ikarilmistir. Burada bulunan 39 par¢a
mozaik, Gaziantep Muzesi'ne
tasinmistir. Bu hamamin Uzerinde
simdi, Birecik Baraji'nin ana govde
duvar yiikselmektedir.

Hamam ve Gymnasium kompleksine
cok yakin bir yerde bazi tek yapi ve
yapi parcalariile Roma IV. Lejyona
bagli bir Cohort’a ait asker kampi
ortaya cikarilmistir.

1997 yiinda, baraj seddinin oniindeki
kil ariyet ocagi icinde ise Tun¢ Cagi'na
ait buyuk bir mezarlik alani tespit
edilmis ve Gaziantep Miizesi'nce kazisi
yapilmistir. Kazi baskanligini Rifat
Ergec'in, alan sorumlulugunu Kemal
Sertok'un yirittligl kazida, bolgenin,
Eski Bronz Cagina kadar giden 312
adet mezar temizlenerek, bolgenin
Tunc Caglart icin cok onemli bilgi ve
belgeler elde edilmistir.

Hazneli cesme ve havuz,
Belkis/Zeugma 2000.
Tanked foundation and pool,
Belkis/Zeugma 2000.

Tanrica betimli freskler (2000).

Frescoes depicting goddesses (2000).

As it was established after the analysis of the
curls of the clothing of figures, the letter
connection and the stone size and colors of
mosaics, the pieces are from the same mosaic,
our Ministry of Culture has asked that the pieces
in Houston are returned. On June 20, these
pieces were brought to Turkey and delivered to
Gaziantep Museum.

In Zeugma works of 1994, three large chamber
tombs and five villas were excavated two limited
to only terrace mosaics and the others as plan.
As the construction of Birecik Dam continued in
full swing in 1996, works were stopped as certain
mosaic pieces were discovered during
excavations right at the place where the dam
axis went through and a major complex thought
to be gymnasium and a rather large size Roman
bath were unearthed in the conducted
archaeological excavation. 39 pieces of mosaics
found there were moved to Gaziantep Museum.
Now, the main body wall of Birecik Dam stands
on this bath. A military camp of a cohort from
Roman 4th Legion and certain stand-alone
structures and structure pieces were unearthed
at a location very close to this bath and
gymnasium complex. In 1997, a large cemetery
from the bronze age was discovered inside a
clay quarry in front of the dam bank and was
excavated by Gaziantep Museum. In the
excavation lead by Rifat Ergec, supervised by
Kemal Sertok, 312 graves going back to the Old
Bronze Age were cleaned with significant
information and data being obtained on the
Bronze Age period of the region.
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1998-99 kazi calismalarinda ayrica
Iskelelisti mevkiinde 4.55 x 4.10 m
ebadinda bir arsiv odasi tamamuyla
glinisigina ¢ikaritmistir. Arsiv
odasinda 65.000 adet kilden yapilmis
bullalar (mihir baskisi) ele gegmistir.
Bu says, bilindigi kadariyla bugtine
kadar bilimsel kazilarda ele ge¢mis
olan en blyuk rakamdir. Bu ¢alisma
neticesinde Gaziantep Mizesi
diinyanin en biiyik bulla
koleksiyonuna sahip olmustur. Hentiz
tasnifi tamamlanmamis olan bu
bullalarda 150 adet degisik tip
saptanmis, bullalarin M.0. . yiizyldan
M.S. II. yiizyila kadar kullanildigi
anlasilmistir.

1999 yiinda arsiv binasindaki kazilarin
yani sira, gene sehrin alt kesimine ait
bir binadan, Dionysos basi ile blyuk
boy bir pano halinde Okeanos ve
Tethys'i deniz hayvanlari ile birlikte
tasvir eden mozaikler cikarilarak
miuzeye tasinmistir.

1996'dan sonraki yillarda, Gaziantep
Muzesi tarafindan yurdtilen
calismalarin yani sira Fransa'daki
Nantes Universitesi'nden C. Abadie
Reynal da Gaziantep ve Sanliurfa
Muzeleri ile birlikte Zeugma ve
Apamea’da katiimU kurtarma kazilar
gerceklestirmistir.

Perseus’un Andromeda'yr kurtarisi (2000).
Perseus’s rescuing of Andromeda (2000).

Ventis'in dogusu (2000).
Venis's birth (2000).

During the efforts in 1998, as the
mosaics in the operation area of
Gaziantep Museum involved very
difficult working conditions towards
the end of the season, work was
performed in the winter months of
1998-1999 leading to discoveries of
significant and beautiful artifacts like
Akratos and Gypsy Girl Mosaic.

On the other hand, in 1998-99
excavation works, an archive
chamber of 4.55 x 4.10 m was fully
unearthed at Iskelusti location.
65,000 clay bullas (seal impressions)
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were discovered in the archive
chamber. This figure is the largest
figure discovered in scientific
excavations until now as far as we
know. As a result of this operation,
Gaziantep Museum has become the
owner of the largest bulla collection
in the world. 150 different types were
identified in these bullas which are
not fully classified yet, it being
established that these bullas were
used starting from 1st Century B.C.
until 3rd Century A.D.

Bitkisel freskler (2000).
Plant themed frescoes (2000).




Mezarlikisti mevkiinde ki 1999 yili katiiml kurtarma kazisinda
Minos Bogasi'nin mitolojik 6ykistini anlatan “Pasiphae-
bitiminde kapi esiklerinden diger odalara da devam ettigi
gorilen mozaik désemenin, eski eser kacakciliginin yogun
oldugu bélgede bu halde birakilamayacag: diistniilerek,
Gaziantep Muzesi'nden Midur Vekili Fatma Bulgan kaziya
devam etme karari vermistir. Bu yerinde ve cesaretli karar,
Turkiye arkeolojisi acisindan énemli pek ¢ok gelismeye neden
olmustur. Olumsuz mevsim kosullarina ragmen siirdirdlen
kazilarda ti¢ metre topragin altindan hazneli bir cesmenin blok
taslari ve diisen situnlarinin tamburlart ile mermer bir Apollon
dokuz figiirden olusan bir mozaik doseme ile karsilasilmistir.
Mozaikteki sahnede Akhilleus'un Odysseus tarafindan Troya
Savasi'na gotirilisi anlatilmaktadir. Bu havuzun ortasinda
cevresi mermer kapli bronz bir fiskiye yer almaktadir. Mozaik
kaldirildiginda altinda bu fiskiyeye su getiren kursun boru da
bulunmustur. )

Gaziantep Muzesi'nden Arkeolog Mehmet Onal'in alan
sorumlulugunda suirdiiriilen bu donemdeki kurtarma kazilarinin
fiskiyeli havuzun etrafinda yapilan genisleme calismalarinda
yanyana iki Roma villasi glin isigina ¢ikaritmistir. M.S. 256°da
Sasani saldinisiyla yikilarak, bu villalar 3 m. kalinliginda yangin
molozunun altinda kalan glinimiize kadar definecilerin
yagmasindan ve tahribinden korunmustur. Bu yiizden oda
iclerinde insitu olarak cok sayida sikke, samdan, bronz ve
pismis topraktan yapilmis kandil, canak, comlek, mozaikler ve
freskler hemen hemen bozulmadan ele gecmistir.
Belkis/Zeugma'ya medyanin ilgisinin artmasini saglayan bugiin
Gaziantep Miizesi'nde sergilenen Bronz Mars heykeli villanin
tonozlu kilerinin 6n kisminda erzak kiiplerinin arasinda sirt
ustl yatmis olarak bulunmustur.

isigina ¢ikarilmistir. Bunlardan dért adedi geometrik digerleri
mitolojik konuludur. Bunlar sirasiyla Akhilleus, Misalar, Eros-
Psikhe, Firat nehir tanrilari, tanrica Demeter, Dionysos-Telete-
Skyrtos, Perseus-Andromeda Satiros kiligindaki Zeus -Antiope,
Galatya. Tanri Poseidon-Okeanos-Tethis, Dionysos-Ariadne,
VenUs'Un dogusu ve Satiros-Antiope mozaigidir.

Kazi alanindan Birecik Baraji (2000).
View of Birecik Dam from excavation area (2000).

Bu mozaikler icinde glims renkli ¢ift atin cektigi altin arabaya
oturmus tanri Poseidon sol elinde zipkin tutmakta olup, alt
kisminda nehir bas tanrisi Okeanos ve esi tanrica Tethys'in
bustleri vardir. Cevresinde yunus baliklar, ahtapot ve karideslerle
birlikte resmedilerek panoya deniz gorindmda verilmistir.
Villalarin oda duvarlari cok renkli fresklerle siislenmistir. Bu
villalar Temmuz 2000 basinda tiimdyle su altinda kalmistir.
Sular gelmeden onceki son hafta icinde bile iki tane taban
mozaigi bulunmustur. Bunlardan birinde Aphrodite’in Dogusu
canlandirilmistir. Uzerindeki yazittan, bu mozaigin Samsatli bir
usta tarafindan yapildigr anlasitmistir.

In 1999, alongside of the excavations in the archive building,
Dionysos’s head and mosaics depicting Okeanos and Tethys
together with sea creatures in the form of a large sized panel
were unearthed and carried to the museum.

After 1996, alongside of the work conducted by Gaziantep
Museum, participated rescue excavations were carried out by
C. Abadie Reynal of Nantes University in France in cooperation
with Gaziantep and $Sanliurfa Museums in Zeugma and Apamea.

During the participated rescue at the Mezarlikistu location in
1999, the floor mosaic telling the mythological story of Minos
bull titled “Pasiphae-Daidalos” was unearthed. Believing that
the mosaic floor seen to extend into other rooms from door
thresholds could not be left like that in the area where ancient
artifact smuggling is intense, at the end of the excavation season,
Acting Director of Gaziantep Museum Fatma Bulgan decided
to continue with the excavation. This correct and brave decision
has led to numerous significant developments for Turkish
archaeology. In the excavations pursued despite inclement
weather conditions, the block stones of a tanked fountain, the
drums of falling columns and a marble Apollon figure were
unearthed from three meters under the earth. When the floor
was cleaned, a mosaic panel comprising nine figures was found.
The scene on the mosaic depicts Akhilleus’s being taken to the
Trojan war by Odysseus. In the middle of this pool is a bronze
fountain with the area around it covered by marble. When the
mosaic was lifted, the led pipe delivering water to the fountain
was also discovered.

In the expansion works of the rescue excavations in the period
pursued under the field supervision of archaeologist Mehmet

Onal from Gaziantep Museum, two Roman villas sitting next to
each other were unearthed. These villas, which remained under
fire rubble 3 m deep after being torn down by Sasani attack in
256 A.D., were preserved from the pillaging and destruction by
treasure hunters until present. Thus, large number of coins,
candle sticks, bronze and fired earth lamps, bowls, pots, mosaics
and frescoes were recovered almost intact in situ inside the
chambers. The bronze statute of Mars displayed at Gaziantep
Museum today helping the increase of media interest in
Belkis/Zeugma was discovered lying on its back among large
food jars in the front section of the vaulted store house of the
villa.

Atotal of seventeen floor mosaics were unearthed in the
excavated twin villas. Four of these have geometrical and others
have mythological themes. In order, these are Akhilleus, Miisas,
Eros-Psyche, Euphrates Rive gods, goddess Demeter, Dionysos-
Telete-Skyrtos, Perseus-Andromeda, Zeus -Antiope disguised
as Satiros, Galatia, God Poseidon-Okeanos-Tethis, Dionysos-
Ariadne, Veniis's birth and Satiros-Antiope mosaics. In these
mosaics, god Poseidon, sitting on a golden cart pulled by two
silver colored horses,holds a sphere in his left hand and in the
lower section are the busts of Chief River God Okeanos and his
wife Goddess Tethys. The panel is given the appearance of the
sea with dolphis, octopi and shrimps around. The room walls
of the villas are decorated with multi-colored frescoes. These
villas have remained under water in early July 2000. Two floor
mosaics were discovered even in the last week before the
waters came. One of these depicts Aphrodite’s Birth. From the
scriptoniit, itis inferred that the mosaic was made by a Samsatian
craftsman.
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Temmuz-Ekim 2000 arasindaki
Kurtarma kazilarinin devami
konusunda en biiytk destek ABD'deki
Hewlett Packard firmasinin
sahibinden gelmistir. Packard
Humanities Institute-PHl ile
Giineydogu Anadolu Projesi Bélge
Kalkinma Idaresi (GAP BKl) arasinda
07 Haziran 2000 tarihinde imzalanan
ve ilk etapta A ve B Bolgelerindeki acil
kurtarma calismalarinin
guclendirilmesini amaglayan bir
Mutabakat Zapti imzalanmistir.
Mutabakat Zaptina gore, ik etapta
PHI tarafindan saglanacak
finansmanin boyutu 5 milyon $ olup,
bununla A ve B Bolgesinde yapilacak
calismalar GAP BKI'nin
koordinasyonunda, Kuilttir
Bakanliginin yonetiminde
yurutilecektir. Kurtarma
calismalarina Temmuz 2000'de
baslanmistir.

Zeugma'daki B bolgesindeki
Kurtarma kazilarinin koordinasyonu
icin Gaziantep Miizesinden Arkeolog
Kemal Sertok gorevlendirilmistir.
Mutabakat Zapti kapsaminda, daha
sonrakiyillarda, C Bolgesinde ve GAP
bolgesindeki diger arkeolojik
calismalarda da isbirligi
ongorilmektedir. Projenin gelecek
yillardaki biitcesinin de benzer
boyutlarda olabilecegi ve dogacak
ilave ihtiyaclarin da bu cercevede
ayrica karsilanabilecegi ifade
edilmistir.

Zeugma antik kentinin sitalani
yaklasik 20.000 doniim olarak
duslinilmektedir. Bu alanin 1/3'i su
altinda kalmustir. Bugiine kadar A
bolgesinde 4 - 5 doniimlik bir alanda
kurtarma kazilari yapilabilmis ve
sansasyonel buluntular elde
edilmistir. Sulara birakilan alanda
nelerin yitirildigi bilinmemektedir.

Birecik baraji ve Belkis/Zeugma antik kentinin
havadan gorinimi

Aerial view of Birecik dam and Belkis/Zeugma
antique city.

Kazi alanindan gorintim.
View from the excavation area.

The greatest support for continuation
of the rescue excavations in July-
October 2000 came from the owner
of Hewlett Packard company is USA.
An agreement protocol was signed
by and between Packard Humanities
Institute-PHI and South-Eastern
Anatolia Project Regional
Development Administration (GAP
BKI) on June 07, 2000, seeking the
strengthening of the emergency
rescue operations in zones Aand B
in the first stage. According to the
Agreement Protocol, the magnitude
of the funding to provided by PHI is $
5 million and works in zones Aand B
will be conducted with these funds
under GAP BKI's supervision under
the management of Ministry of
Culture. Rescue works have been
started in July 2000.

Archaeologist Kemal Sertok from

Gaziantep Museum has been
appointed for coordinating the rescue
excavations in Zone B in Zeugma.
Cooperation is envisaged in Zone C
and other archaeological works in
GAP region in upcoming years under
the Agreement Protocol. It has been
stated that the upcoming years’
budgets of the project may be in the
same magnitude and any additional
requirements to arise may be
separately covered under this
framework.

The SIT area of Zeugma antique city
is contemplated to be 20,000 donums,
1/3 of which is under water. Until now,
rescue excavations could be made in
an area of 4-5 donums in Zone A with
sensational discoveries. It is unknown
what have been lost in the area left
to waters.

Gaziantep’e Findikli yerlesiminde sular gelmeden dnceki on giinler ve duvarlara yazilan notlar.
Final days before waters came at Gaziantep’s Findikli settlement and notes written on walls.
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Birecik Baraji'nin sulari altinda kalacak alanlar
ve Belkis/Zeugma kentinin konumu.

v Areas which will be covered by waters of Birecik
h:-:m:__:j Dam and the location of Belkis/Zeugma city.
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