Seramik Turkiye Dergisi'nin degerli okurlari

Krizlerle ve dogal afetlerle dolu uzun bir
slireden sonra istikrarli bir yil yasadik.
Ekonomik dinamiklerin siyasi istikrarla
Turkiye'yi global pazarda etkin bir aktor
yapmak tizere nasil harekete gecirebilecegini
gorduk. Bitce disiplininin tavizsiz uygulan-
masl durumunda enflasyonu ve faiz oran-
larini asagl cekmekteki etkisini izledik. Kisaca
2006 yili ve sonrasi icin umudumuz artti ve
gelecege daha iyimser bakmaya basladik.

Avrupa toplulugu ile miizakerelere
baslamamiz, 6zellestirmelerin hizlanmasi,
enflasyonun tek haneli rakamlara diismesi,
faizlerin inisi 2005 yilina damgasini vuran
olumlu ekonomik gelismelerdi.

Diinya seramik liginde ilk bes icerisinde yer
alan Tiirk seramik sektorti 2005 yiinda insaat
sektoriindeki canlanmadan olumlu etkilendi.
Ancak ihracat pazarindaki en biyik
rakiplerimiz olan italya ve ispanya’dan cok
daha pahaliya kullandigimiz dogalgaz ve
vergi yuklerinin agirligi, Turk Lirasinin asiri
degerlenmesi, kayit disi piyasa faaliyetleri,
sektorel yerine bolgesel olarak uygulanan
tesvikler, limanlardaki kapasitelerin
daralmasi ve karayolu tasimaciliginin yakit
fiyatlarindaki artis dolayisiyla giderek artmasi
sektoriimizi olumsuz etkilemeye devam
etti.

Emek ve enerjinin yogun oldugu seramik
sanayisi, tilkemizin en yliksek katma deger
yaratan sektori olmasina ragmen
belirttigim nedenlerle 2005 yilinda ihracat
artis hizini kaybetmeye basladi.

Hikumetimizden bekledigimiz bizleri gerek
ic pazarda gerekse ihracat pazarlarinda
devlet eliyle yaratilmis haksiz rekabet
ortamindan kurtarmasidir.

Sektor tyelerimizin halen kurulu karo
kapasitemizin % 30'unu kullanamadigimiz,
bu atil kapasitenin yaratacagi erozyonlari
dikkate almadan yatirim yapmak isteyen
sektor ortaklarimizin seramik sanayiinin
biyiik boslugu olan yan sanayilere
kaydirmalarinin iyi olacagini belirtmek
isterim.

2006 yilina girerken llkemizin yakaladigi
tretim ve ihracat ivmesinin, siyasi ve
ekonomik itibarinin artarak devam etmesini,
seramik sektorii Uyelerinin mevcut imkanlari
daha verimli yontemlerle tlkemizin ve
sektorimuziin gelisiminde kullanmalarini
temenni ediyor, hayirli ve bereketli bir yeni
yil diliyorum.

Dear readers of the Magazine Seramik Turkiye

We finaly had a stable year after a long period
full of crises and natural disasters. We saw
how econmic dynamics could be activated
to turn Turkey into an effective player in the
global market with political stability. We
observed the impact of budgetary discipline
in bringing down inflation and interest rates
when applied without compromise. In short,
our hopes on 2006 and beyond grew and we
started to eye the future more optimistically.

Our starting negotiations with European
Union, acceleration of privatizations, inflation
dropping to single digits and the fall in
interest rates were all positive developments
making their mark on 2005.

Turkish ceramic industry, among the top
five in the world ceramic league, was affected
positively by the vitalization in the construction
industry in 2005. However the burden of
natural gas and taxes which is a lot higher
here than that in Italy and Spain, our main
rivals, over valuation of Turkish currency,
unregistered activities, subsidies provided
by region instead of industry, the shrinkage
in harbor capacity and the increase in
highway transportation due to the rise in
fuel prices continued to affect our industry
adversely.

The labor and energy intensive ceramic
industry started to lose its export growth
rate in 2005 due to the reasons | listed above
despite being the industry creating the
highest added value in our country.

What we expect from our government is
that it saves us from government induced
unfair competition in both the domestic and
also in export markets.

I would like to state that the members of
our industry are currently unable to use
30% of our installed tile capacity, and that
it would be advisable for our sector partners
seeking to invest without taking into account
the erosion that would be generated by this
idle capacity to shift their investments to
auxiliary industries where there is a major
gap for our industry

As we enter 2006, | hope that the export
momentum seized by our country and its
political and economic reputation are
maintained progressively and that the
members of the ceramic industry use
available capabilities in the advancement of
our country and industry by more productive
techniques, wishing a beneficial and
prosperous year..
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Degerli okurlarimiz,

Dergimizin bu sayisiile icinde bulundugumuz
yila veda ederek 2006 yilinda yayinlarimiza
yeni gelismelerle devam edecegiz. Bu
sayimiz bir yerde, yaklasan yeni yili karsilama
sayisl olmaktadir. Bu bakimdan Seramik
Federasyonu ve bagli Dernekler olarak
sektorde gecirmis oldugumuz uzun bir yilin
muhasebesini yapmak istedim.

Federasyonumuz her gecen giin daha etkili
bir calisma icerisine girmekte, lyelerimiz
de projelerimize ve faaliyetlerimize daha
fazla katiimci olmaktadir. Sektdriin yurt
icerisindeki ve yurt disindaki konumunu
gelistirmek Uizere ortak akli aramaktaki
gayretleri sonuc vermistir. Haziran ayinda
Bolu’'da yaptigimiz beyin firtinasi toplantisi
buna bir 6rnektir.

Sektorimuziin enerji, nakliye, tesvik
mevzuati, ithalatta korunma onlemleri, ham
madde sahalarinin isletilme izinleri,
gimrikler, standartlar, Avrupa Birligi
mevzuatina uyum gibi pek cok sorununu yil
icerisinde Federasyon olarak Ankara'dailgili
makamlara rahatlikla iletebildik.

Dear readers,

With this issue of our magazine, we are
saying farewell to the present year, to
continue with our publication in 2006 with
new developments. This issue, thus happens
to be our “greet the approaching new year”
issue. This makes me look back at the long
year we had in the industry, as Ceramic
Federation and its affiliated associations.

Our Federation is producing increasingly
effective work each passing day, with our
members contributing more and more to
our projects and activities. The efforts to
seek the common wisdom to advance the
domestic and international position of the
industry have been fruitful. An example to
this is the brainstorm meeting we held in
Bolu in June.

As our Federation, we had no difficulties in
conveying the numerous problems of the

industry like energy, transportation, subsidy
regulations, import protection safeguards,
operating licenses for raw material sites,

customs, standards and harmonization with
European Union regulations to authorities
in Ankara. We discussed our problems fully

Sorunlarimizi Sayin Bakanlarimiz dahil,
ilgililerle tim aciklgr ile konustuk ve onlarin
bize olan olumlu yaklasimlarini ve problem
¢ozmekteki iyi niyetlerini memnuniyetle
izledik. Sorunlarimizi sonuclar alinana kadar
hassasiyetle takip edecegiz.

Turk seramiklerinin yurt disinda tanitimi icin
ozverili ve istikrarli bir gayret gosteren Orta
Anadolu ihracatci Birlikleri 0.A.I.B. ve bu
Birligin organizasyonu ve Federasyonun
katiimi ile olusan Seramik Ortak Tanitim
Komitesi'nin ¢alismalari da bu yil meyvelerini
vermistir. Turk seramikleri her gecen glin
yurt disinda daha iyi taninan bir yildiz
olmaktadir.

Birlik olmanin yararlarini gordiikce
katilimlari artan degerli Uye kuruluslarimiza,
bunlarin Federasyon’daki temsilcilerine,
Ortak Tanitim Komitesi Uyelerine ve Orta
Anadolu ihracatci Birlikleri Genel
Sekreterligi'ne bu vesile ile tekrar tesekkir
eder, yeni yilda basarili calismalarinin
devamini dilerim.

with those concerned including our
Honorable Ministers and we gladly viewed
their positive approach and their good faith
to solve any problems. We will keenly follow
up on them until our problems are dealt
with.

The endeavors of Central Anatolia Exporters
Union (CAEU), which makes sacrificial and
consistent efforts on promoting Turkish
ceramics abroad and Ceramic Joint
Promotional Committee formed by the
organizing efforts by CAEU and participation
of the Federation also gave fruit this year.
Turkish Ceramic is becoming a world-
renowned star each passing day.

| take this opportunity to thank again our
esteemed member entities whose
contributions are growing as they see the
benefits of being a union, their
representatives at the Federation, the
members of the Joint Promotional
Committee and the Secretariat General of
Central Anatolia Exporters Union, wishing
that their successful efforts continue in the
new year.
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