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Bin tepelerin zengin krallar

(Lidya M.O. 685-546)

The rich kings of the thousand hills, LYDIANS (Lydia 685-546 B.C.)
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Anadolu’nun tarihi
cografyasinda Bati Anadolu’da,
kuzeyde Bakircay (Kaikos) ve
Demirci Dagi (Temnos) ortada
Gediz (Hermos) Nehri Vadisiile

guineyde Kucuk Menderes
(Kaystros) nehri ve Aydin
daglarinin (Messogis) belirledigi
bolge ilkcagda Lidya adiyla
tanimlanmustir.

The area in Western Anatolia
surrounded by Bakircay (Kaikos)
ve Demirci dagi (Temnos) in the
north, Gediz (Hermos] river valley
in the middle and Little
Menderes (Kaystros) river and
Aydin mountains (Messogis] in
the south was known as Lydia
inthe antique era in the historical
geography of Anatolia.

Bu bélge Frig Krali Midas'in trajik
oliminden sonra M.O. Vil ylzyilin itk
yarisindan M.0. 546'ya kadar yaklasik
140 yil zenginlikleri dillere destan
Mermnad Hanedani'nca yonetilmistir.
Mermnad Hanedanr'ninilk krali Gyges
(M.O. 687-645) ile baslatilan Lidya
Kralligl, onun Kimmerlere karsi
savasirken dlmesi lizerine yerine
gecen oglu Ardys (M.O. 644-625) ile
Sadyattes (M.0. 625-612) zamaninda
Bati Anadolu'nun énemli bir gici
olmus, Alyattes (M.O. 612-561) adl
krallari zamaninda Ege kiyilarindan
Kiziirmak’a kadar genis bir alana
hakim olmustur. Onun déneminde
dogudan gelen siper giic Med'lerle
yapilan 5yillik savas Thales'in onceden
hesaplattigi one surtilen 28 Mayis 585
tarihindeki glines tutulmasi nedeniyle
son bulmus ve Kizilirmak (Halys) iki
guc arasinda sinir olmustur.
(Herodotos I. 16, 17-74) Bu andlasma
Lidya Krali Alyattes'in kizi ile Med Krali
Kyaksares'in oglu Astyages'in evliligi
ile pekistirilmistir.

This area was governed by the
Mermnad dynasty, the wealth of which
was known by everyone for
approximately 140 years from the first
half of VII B.C. Century until 546 B.C.
after the tragic death of Phyrigian
King Midas. The Lydia Kingdom, which
started with the first king of the
Mermnad dynasty, Gyges (687-645
B.C.), has become a significant power
of Western Anatolia after his death
fighting against the Kimmers during
the reigns of his son Ardys (644-625
B.C. and Sadyattes (625-612 B.C.),
ruling over a wide area from the
Aegean Coast to Kiziirmak (Halys) at
the time of King Alyattes (612-561
B.C.). The 5-year war made with the
eastern super power Meds during his
reign, has ended because of the
eclipse of the sun alleged to have
been calculated by Thales beforehand,
which took place on May 28, 585 and
Kiziirmak was made the border
between the two powers (Herodotus
.16, 17-74). This treaty was reinforced
by the marriage of the daughter of
Lydian King Alyattes and the son of
Med King Kyaksares, Astyages.

Lidya hazinesindeki glimus alabasturon
tizerindeki betimlemeler. M.0. V1. yy.
Depictions on silver alabastron in Lydian
Treasure. Vl century B.C.



ilk cagda ‘krallarin en zengini’ olarak
taninan onun oglu Kral Kroisos (M.0.
561-546) zamaninda ise Eskicag
dinyasinin en 6nemli
merkezlerinden biri haline gelmistir.
Tarihte zenginligin bir tanimi olarak
“Karun kadar zengin” deyimiyle
anilan Kroisos, M.0. 561 yilinda 35
yasinda tahta ¢ikan, Mermnad ;
siilalesinin besinci ve sonuncu
kralidir. Babasi Alyattes'ten devraldigi
guic ve zengin devlet yapisi sayesinde
M.0. VI. ylizyilin ikinci yarisinda
Eskicag diinyasinin en Unld tarihi
sahsiyetlerinden biri olmustur.
Kroisos'un Grek'lerin goziinde buytik
un kazanmasinda akil almaz
zenginligi ve onlara yonelik
comertliginin blyUk payi vardir.
Ornegin M.0. 5. ylizyilin lirik ozani

Lidya uygarligina ait cesitli
pismis toprak eserler.
Various fired earthenware from
Lydian Civilization

Pindaros, Kroisosicin “...........
iyiliklerinin ve yardimseverliginin anisi
unutulmaz” sozleriyle bu gercegi
vurgulamaktadir. Unlii Grek
aristokratlari da ogullarina ‘Kroisos’
adini koyarak bir yandan ona
duyduklari hayranligi gosterirken ote
yandan onun ilgisini de cekmeyi
amaclamuslardir.

Tarihin babasi Halikarnassos'lu
(Bodrum) Herodot, Sardes
(Salihli/Manisa) Agorasi'nin
ortasindan gecen ve dogdugu
Tmolos'tan (Bozdag) altin pullar
taslyan Paktolos adli bir caydan s6z
etmektedir. Bu akarsuyun kiyisinda
yasayan Lidyalilarin, nehirden elde
ettikleri altin sayesinde biiyuk guc ve
Une kavustuklarini, tarihte ilk kez
altin ve gimus sikke bastiklarini da
soylemektedir.

Lidya uygarligina ait cesitli
pismis toprak eserler.

Various fired earthenware
from Lydian Civilization

During the reign of his son, King
Kroisos (561-546 B.C.) known as the
“Richest king” in the antique era, it
has become one of the most
important centers of the antique
world. Kroisos, referred to as “Rich
as Karun” as a definition of wealth in
history, is the fifth and last king of the
Mermnad dynasty, who was throned
when 35 years of age in 561 B.C. He
has become one of the most famous
historical personalities of the antique
era in the second half of VI Century
B.C., thanks to the power he took
over from his father Alyattes and the
rich state structure. His unbelievable
wealth and his generosity towards
Greeks has played an important role
in his gaining great fame in the eyes
of the Greeks. For example, the lyric
poet of V Century B.C., Pindaros
highlights this fact saying “...... The
memory of his goodness and
generosity cannot be forgotten” for
Kroisos.
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Sardes ise bugiin Manisa [li'nin Salihli
Ilgesi yakininda Bozdag'in (Tmolos)
kuzey yamaclarinin eteginde yer alan
antik bir sehirdir. Herodot'un sozini
ettigi Paktolos Cayr da buglin antik
harabelerin icinden akip Gediz'e
(Hermos) karisan Sart Cayr'dir. 1968
yil Sardes’deki ABD kazilarinda,
Sardes’teki antik pazar yerinin
ortasindan akan Paktolos ¢ayinin
dogu kiyisinda, altini glimuisten ayiran

Father of history, Herodotus of
Halicarnassus (Bodrum), talks about
a brook running through the middle
of Sardes (Salihli/Manisa) Agora,
carrying golden flakes from Tmolos
(Bozdag) where he was born, called
Paktolos. He says that the Lydians
who lived on the banks of this brook
acquired great power and fame
because of the gold they obtained
from the river and they issued gold
and silver coins for the first time in
history.

Today Sardes is an antique city
situated at the northern skirts of
Bozdag near the Salihli district in the

Lidyalilarin ana tanricasi Kuvava
(Kibele) kabartmasi

Relief of Lydian mother goddess
Kuvava (Kybele)
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altin dretim atolyeleri ortaya
cikarilmistir. Bu alanin orta yerinde
ise, dort bir kenarinda arslan
heykelleri bulunan bir Kibele Sunagi
yer almaktadir. Arslan hem Ana
Tanricalari Kuvava'nin (Kybele) hem
de Lidya Kralligi'nin simgesidir.
Burada elde edilen altinin Biytik
Ana’ya sunu olarak toplandigi da
dustnulebilir. Bu tarzda arslanli
sunaklara Etriisk duvar resimlerinde

province of Manisa. The Paktolos
Brook Heredotus mentioned is the
Sart brook running through antique
ruins, going to Gediz (Hermos). In the
US excavations in Sardes in 1968,
gold production workshop separating
gold from silver were unearthed on
the eastern bank of the Paktolos
brook running through the middle of
the antique marketplace in Sardes.
Right at the center of this area is a
Kybele offering site surrounded by
lion sculptures on four sides. The lion
is the symbol of both their mother
goddess Kuvava'nin (Kybele) and also
of the Lydian Kingdom. It may be
deduced that the gold gathered from
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Lidce alfabeyle
yazilmis bir yazit
Scripture written in
Lydian alphabet
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de rastlanilmasi cok ilginctir. Herodot
(I, 94) Lidya'da oturan Etriisklerin
ttkedeki biytk kitlik ve aclik felaketi
karsisinda Italya'ya gog ettiklerini
belirtmektedir. Biiylk tartismalara
neden olan bu tarihi sorun acisindan
bu duvar resmindeki arslanli sunak
ile 6ntinde mizrakli stivari ve pastoral
betimler Lidya'daki arkeolojik
bulgularla ¢ok ilging benzerlikler
gostermektedir.

here was gathered to be offered to
the mother goddess. It is very
interesting that such lioned offering
sites are also found on Etruscan wall
drawings. Heredotus (I, 94) says that
the Etruscan who lived in Lydia
migrated to Italy because of the great
famine in the country. In respect of
this historical issue which has caused
major controversy, the depictions of
the lioned offering site and the
horsemen and pastoral figures in this
wall drawing have major similarities
with the archaeological findings in
Lydia.




Lidyalilar'in irmagin allivyonlarindaki elektron parcalarini
toplayabilmek i¢in koyun postlarini kullandiklari
dusunilmektedir. Bu bolgede bulunan arkeolojik buluntular
Lidyalr'larin altinin icindeki yabanci alasimlardan kal islemi ile
aritma ve saflastirma calismalari yaptiklarini ortaya koymustur.
Paktolos'tan elde edilen altin dogal bir alasimdir ve icinde %20-
27 oraninda glimiis bulundugu tespit edilmistir. Itk sikke basimlari
altin ve gimustin karisik oldugu elektrondan yapilmis, daha
sonraki basimlar ise saf altin ve gimusten elde edilmistir. Bu
durum Lidya'llarin ayristirma teknigini oldukca gelistirdiklerini
gostermektedir.

Kazilar micevherci diikkanlarinin da kiic¢lk altin Gretim
merkezlerine yakin oldugunu ortaya koymustur. Bu diikkanlar
Herodot'un soziinu ettigi pazar yerinin sinirlari icindeydiler.
“Serbest Pazar” olarak nitelendirilebilecek bu yapilar toplulugu,
dogu pazarlarinin oncisu olarak kabul edilebilir. MTA
Enstitisi'niin bolgede yaptigi arastirmalarda ise Paktolos'a
akan caylarda bugiinde altin parcaciklarinin oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Boylece Herodot'un aktardigi bilginin dogrulugu
kanitlanmistir. (T. Alpan, Salihli ve Civari Altin Aramalari Bolim

It is believed that Lydians used sheep skins to collect the pieces
of electrons in the alluviums in the river. The archaeological
findings in this area have revealed that the Lydians carried out
purification works by “kal” process on the foreign alloys in gold.
The gold derived from Paktolos is a natural alloy containing
20-27 % silver. First issuances of coin were made of electron
in which gold and silver were mixed and the later ones were
derived from pure gold and silver. This shows that the Lydians
have advanced the separation technique to a large extent.

Excavations have revealed that jewelry shops were located
close to small gold production centers. These shops were
within the boundaries of the marketplace mentioned by
Herodotus. This building community that may be called a “Free
Market” may be taken as the forerunner of oriental
marketplaces. In the explorations conduct ed by MTA (Mining
Survey and Exploration Institute), it was determined that gold
particles are present today in the brooks running to Paktolos.
This proves that the information conveyed by Herodotus was
correct. (T. Alpan, Salihli and Neighborhood Gold Exploration
1 and 2 MTA Report no: 6963 and 6918 Ankara 1980)

Kroisos has aided in the rebuilding of the Artemis Temple in
Ephesos which was burned down by Kimmers. The pieces of
the columns, the bottom parts of which are decorated by reliefs
he donated to the Temple, were discovered in the Artemision
excavations in the XIX Century. There were scriptures in the
form of “Donated by King Kroisos” on these pieces.

According to Herodotus, Kroisos “has become sovereign
over all Greek cities in Western Anatolia; forced
them to pay taxes to him...”. The competition
between Greek cities has played an important
role in Kroisos's success. In the words of the
famous playright of V Century B.C. Aiskhylos
during the reign of Kroisos, the capital city
reached the peak of its wealth and cultural
development, to be called “Golden Sardes” or
“Gold Bed Sardes”. This breathtaking,
magnificent wealth of the capital city has
become a major point of interest in the life
culture of the period and has led to the
development of an admiration for Lydia.
Indeed, in the classic era, Lydia and Sardes
meant life full of luxury as

articulated in the verses of poet Anakreon.

1 ve 2 MTA Rapor no: 6963 ve 6918 Ankara 1980)

Kroisos, Kimmerlerce yakilip yikilmis Efes’teki Artemis
Tapinagi'nin yeniden yapimina yardimda bulunmustur. Tapinaga
armagan ettigi, govdelerinin alt kismi kabartmalarla suislu
sutunlara ait parcalar XIX. yuzyildaki Artemision kazilarinda ele
gecmistir. Bu parcalar lzerinde “Kral Kroisos vakfetti” seklinde
yazitlar saptanmistir.

Herodot'a gore, Kroisos “Bati Anadolu'daki tiim Grek kentlerine
egemen oldu ve bunlari kendine vergi demeye zorunlu kild!...”
Kroisos'un bu basarisinda Grek devletleri arasindaki cekismelerin
onemli rolt olmustur. M.0. 5. yiizyilin Gnld oyun yazari
Aiskhylos'un deyimiyle Kroisos zamaninda baskentleri “Altin
Sardes” ya da “Altin yatagi Sardes” denecek 6lclide zenginliginin
ve kilturel gelisiminin doruguna ulasti. Baskentin g6z kamastiran
bu gorkemli zenginligi; donemin yasam kiiltird icinde buytik
bir merak konusu ve bir Lidya hayranliginin olusmasina neden
olmustur. Gercekten de klasik cagda Lidya ve Sardes denince
sair Anakreon’un dizelerinde anlatildigi gibi, liks bir yasam akla
gelmekteydi.

degisik seramik eser

Lydian civilization

Lidya Uygarligi'na ait iki

Two ceramic works from
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Kroisos'un dillere destan servetinin
kaynagini, bagli bolgelerden harag
olarak alinan vergiler, ticari gelirler
ve Ulkenin dogal zenginlikleri
olusturmaktaydi. Ancak, tnlu
cografyaci Amasyali Strabon ile Grek
hatip ve filozofu Dion
Khrystostomos'un bildirdigi gibi, bu
gelir kaynaklarindan en onemlisi altin
madenleriydi. Antik kaynaklara gore
Paktolos disinda Lidyalilar, Magnesia
ad Sipylum’da (Manisa), Bergama ile
Dikili arasinda ve Canakkale
Bogazi'nda, Abydos'un (Nara Burnu)
yakininda Astyra’daki maden
ocaklarindan da altin cikarmaktaydilar.
Ancak Kroisos'un dillere destan
zenginligi onun trajik sonunu
hazirlayan bir etken olmustur. Zengin
Lidya'nin cekiciligi doguda Iran’da hizla
gliclenen Persleri onlara yoneltmisti.
M.O. VI. yiizyilin ortalarinda, dogu
sinirnda beliren Pers tehlikesini goren
Kroisos, M.O. 547 ilkbaharinda
Kapadokya'ya dogru sefere ¢ikmis ve
Kiziirmak't gegmistir. Kiziirmak'in
dogu yakasi Uzerindeki ilk Lidya-Pers
Savasl, sonbaharin gelisiyle eskicagin
klasik savas geleneklerine uyan
Kroisos'un geri cekilmesiyle
sonuclanmistir. Ancak alisilmisin
disinda umulmadik bir bicimde,
Kroisos'u izleyen Kyros komutasindaki
Pers ordusu, kisa stirede Sardes
yakinlarina gelmis Sardes
yakinlarindaki bir ovada yapilan
meydan savasini kaybedince Lidyalilar,
ele gecirilemez sandiklari
akropollerine cekilmislerdir. 14 gin
suren kusatma sonunda Persler
Sardes akropoliini ve krallari
Kroisos'u ele gecirmisler Anadolu'daki
egemenliklerini baslatmislardir.

Bu doneme ait, Sardis’in asagi sehrini
korumus masif sur duvarinin 150
metrelik bir bolimi 1976'dan itibaren
guinisigina ¢ikaritmistir. Asil duvar
tabanda 20 m kalinugindadir ve farkl
yerlerde yaklasik 10 m ylksekliginde
korunmus, tastan ve kerpicten
orulmus, anitsal ve ¢arpici bir
bulgudur. 1988 yilinda ise bu sur
duvarinin diger tarafindan atilmis sur
duvari enkazinin dolgusu icerisinde
gomulmeden kalmis genc bir
savascinin cesedinin basinda demir
bir migfer bulunmustur. Bu eser son
yillarin bulunan en sansasyonel
buluntularindan birisidir. Perslerin,
Lidya baskentini 546'da ele gecirmeleri
sirasindaki siddetli savasin énemli bir
delilidir. Londra’da, Royal Armories
tarafindan rekonstriksiyonu
gerceklestirilmistir.
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The source of Kroisos's wealth
everyone talked of was the taxes taken
as tribute from regions, business
income and the natural resources of
the country. However, as stated by
the famed geographer, Strabon of
Amasya, and Greek orator and
philosopher Dion Khrystostomos, the
most important one among these
sources of income was the gold
mines. According to antique sources;
beside Paktolos, Lydians extracted
gold in Magnesia-ad Sipylum
(Manisa), between Bergama and
Dikili, in Dardanelles, in the mine
quarries near Abydo s(Cape Nara) in
Astyra, as well.

However, Kroisos's much talked
about wealth has been a factor leading
to his tragic demise. The
attractiveness of rich Lydia had
directed the Persians who rapidly
gained power in Iran in the East. In
mid-VI Century B.C., seeing the
Persian danger appearing in the
eastern border, has started a
campaign towards Capodica in the
spring of 547 B.C., crossing Kizilirmak.
The first Lydian-Persian war on the
eastern bank of Kiziirmak was
concluded by the retreat of Kroisos
who obeyed the classical war
traditions of the antique era, upon

Lidya hazinesi
Lydian Treasure

Lidya altin stateri.
Tarihte en eski sikke
orneklerinden

Lydian gold stater. One
of the oldest coin
specimens in history

arrival of September. However, the
Persian army under the commmand of
Kyros, pursuing Kroisos in an
unexpected manner outside the
ordinary, has come to a site near
Sardes in a short time and losing the
battle held on a plain near Sardes,
the Lydians have retreated to their
acropolis they believed to be invincible.
At the end of the 14-7 day siege, the
Persians have captured the Sardes
acropolis and King Kroisos, initiating
their sovereignty in Anatolia.

A 150 meter long portion of the solid
wall, which protected the lower city
of Sardes from that period, was
unearthed starting from 1976. The
main wall is 20 m deep at the base
and is approximately 10 m highin
different places, protected made of
stone and mud bricks, which is a
monumental and striking finding. In
1988, an iron helmet was found next
to the body of a young fighter who
remained unburied in the fill of the
wreck of the wall, thrown from the
other side of this wall. T hi is one of
the most sensational discoveries in
recentyears. Itis a significant evidence
of the severe fight during Persians
capturing the Lydian capital in 546. It
was reconstructed in London by Royal
Armories.



Kroisos'un sonuyla ilgili cesitli
soylentiler vardir. Kimilerine gore
oldurulmis, kimilerine gore de once
kendini yakmak istemis, fakat
basaramayinca Kyros'un danismani
olarak iran‘a gotiirilmaistiir.

Lidya'da Uretilen, ‘Lydion’ denen 6zel
seramik vazocuklarda piyasaya
stirlilen parfim ve kremler (Lydion
Myron), Kroisos doneminde, o
zamanki Ege diinyasi pazarlarinin en
cok aranan mallari durumuna
gelmisti. Usak-lkiztepe timidilistinde
mezar hediyesi olarak 16 adet pismis
toprak Lydion bulunmustur. Bunun
yanisira gene Usak-lkiztepe
buluntulari arasinda yer alan gimus
Lydion ise bu tlirdeki bilinen tek metal
ornektir. Lydionlar gibi diger Liydia
seramikleri de turuncumsu, beyaz ya
da sari astar Uzerine damarli mermer
gorinidmdunde dalgali cizgisel
bezemelerle susludur. Romali yazar
Plinius’a gore muhir yapiminda
kullanilan koyu kirmizi bir cins degertli
kuartz tasi ilk kez Sardes'te
bulunmustur. Tmolos (Bozdag) gerek
dogal gerekse yeralti kaynaklari
acisindan oldukca zengindi. Buradaki
mermer ocaklarindan gerek heykel
gerekse anitsal eserlerde
kullandiklari taslari elde etmislerdi.
Ayrica onlari diinyaca zengin kilan
altin ve gimus yataklarinin yanisira
Lidya topraklarinda bakir boyamada
kullanilan arsenik ile kozmetik ve
ilaclarda kullanilan antimuan
¢ikiyordu. Lidya battaniyeleri, islemeli
yastiklari ve halilari tiim antik diinyada
taniniyordu. Yinu boyamayr ilk kez
Lidya'llarin bulduguna inanilir. Yinleri
yumusatmakta yararlanilan kiikirt
yataklari 6zellikle bugtinkii Kursunlu
kaplicalarinin termal sulari Lidya
drunlerini rakipsiz kiliyordu.
Bozdaglarin gliney eteklerinde Birgi
yakinlarinda yer alan diger 6nemli bir
Lidya merkezi olan Hypaipa kumas
ve ylin boyamada kullanilan kok
boyalariyla tnliydd.

There are various rumors about
Kroisos’s end. According to some he
was killed and according to others,
first he had attempted to burn himself
but taken to Iran as Kyros's advisor
when unsuccessful.

The perfumes and creams produced
in Lydria offered to the market in
special ceramic vases called ‘Lydion’
(Lydion Myron) were the most sought
after goods of the then Aegean
marketplaces during the reign of
Kroisos. 16 fired clay Lydions were
found in Usak-Ikiztepe tumulus as
tomb gifts. The silver Lydion found
among the artifacts, again found in
Usak-Ikiztepe, is the only silver
specimen of this type. Other Lydian
ceramicware like Lydions also are
decorated with wavy lines in marbled
look over organgish white or yellow
background. According to Roman
author Plinius, a type of precious
quartz stone used in making of seals
was found in Sardes for the first time.

Tmolos (Bozdag) Mountains were
rich in both natural and also
underground resources. Lydians
obtained the stones they used in
statues and also monuments from
the marble quarries here. Also, beside
the gold and silver deposits which
made them world rich, there were
arsenic used in painting of copper
and antimony used in cosmetics and
drugs on Lydian soil. Lydian blankets,
embroidered pillows and carpets
were known all over the antique
world. It was believed that the Lydians
discovered painting wool for the first
time. The sulfur deposits, used in
softening the wool and especially the
thermal waters of Kursunlu spas of
today, rendered the Lydian products
without rivals. Hypaipa, which was
another Lydian settlement near Birgi
on the southern skirts of Bozdag
mountains, was famous for the root
dyes used in dyeing of fabric and wool.

Lidya hazinesinden cesitli eserler
Various artifacts from Lydia Treasure
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Sikkeyi bulmakla insanligin ekonomi
diinyasina biyuk katkida bulunan
Lidyalilarin, halka acik ik parklar ve
genelevlerin de bulucusu olduklari
kabul edilmektedir. Cesitli uluslardan
tlccarlarin ve yolcularin stirekli ugrak
yerlerinden biri olan Sardes’te eglence
ve konaklama yerlerinin gelismis
olmasi Lidyalilarin ticari zekalariyla
para kazanmayi iyi bildiklerini
gostermektedir. Bu nedenle turizm
sektorinlin oncu adimlarinin Bati
Anadolu’da atildigini soyleyebiliriz.
Sardes kentinin dogudan ve batidan
gelen ticaret yollarinin kesistikleri bir
noktada kurulmus olmasi, ayrica altin
madenlerinin getirdigi zenginlik, bu
gelismeyi saglayan diger onemli
unsurlari.

Sardes’in 8 km. kuzeyinde
Lidya'llarca kutsal sayilan Gygaie
(Marmara) Goli'niin gliney kiyisinda
Bintepeler adi ile taninan yerde, Lidya
krallarinin ve soylularinin yigma
topraktan timiilis adi verilen anitsal
mezarlari vardir. Kocamutaftepe
olarak bilinen en buytikleri 355 m’lik
bir capa ve 61 m’lik bir ylkseklige
sahiptir. Herodot bu gorkemli
tumulusun Misir ve Babil'dekilerden
sonra en biyik mezar aniti oldugunu
ve Lidya Krali Alyattes icin yapildigini
bildirmektedir. Bu krali mezarlikta
ikinci buyuk tumulis 200 m. capinda
50 m yiiksekligindeki
Karniyariktepe'dir. Amerikalilarin
yaptiklari kazilarda tiim arastirmalara
karsin mezar odasi bulunamamistir.
Tumdludsin icinde 90 m. capinda,
uzerinde Lidya cesitli monogramlar
olan bir krepis duvari tespit edilmistir.
Ilk zamanlar Gyges'e ait oldugu
diustintlen bu timilis tas isciligi ve
seramik buluntularina dayanarak
M.0. 6. ylizyiin ilk yarisinin sonuna
tarihlendirilmistir. Bu acidan bir
hipotez olarak, timultstni yaptirmis
ancak gomulememis bir Lidya kralina,
blytk ihtimalle de Perslere tutsak
disen zenginligi dillere destan
“Kroisosa ait oldugu dstinlebilinir.
Usak ili Gire ilcesi sinirlarticinde
Lidyalilarin kutsal nehir Gediz'e hakim
sirtlar Uzerindeki timduldslerdeki
kacak kazilarda Pers egemenligi
donemine tarihlenen ¢ok degertli
mezar hediyeleri bulunmus ve
yurtdisina kacirilmisti. Karun hazinesi
olarak taninan bu ilging eserler
ABD’den geri alinmistir ve bugiin
Usak Mizesi'nde sergilenmektedir.
Bu essiz hazinenin bir bolimu Lidya
donemine ait olup bazi parcalar
Kroisos zamanina
tarihlendirilmektedir.
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Lidya hazinesinden cesitli eserler
Various artifacts from Lydia Treasure

The Lydians which made a great
contribution to the world of economy
of humanity by inventing coins are
recognized also as the inventors of
first public parks and bordellos. The
fact that recreation and
accommodation sites were advanced
in Sardes, which was a meeting point
of businessmen and passengers from
various nations, shows that the
Lydians knew how to make money
with their business sense. Therefore,
we can say that the first steps of the
tourism sector were taken in Western
Anatolia. Sardes’s having been
founded at a point where the trade
roads coming from the east and the
west intersect and the wealth brought
about by gold mines are other
important elements leading to such
progress.

8 km. to the north of Sardes at the
site called Bintepeler (Thousand Hills)
on the southern bank of Gygaie
(Marmara) Lake believed to be sacred
by the Lydians are the monument
tombs of Lydian kings and aristocrats,
made of piled earth called tumulus.
The largest one known as
Kocamutaftepe is 355 min diameter
and 61 m high. Herodotus reports
that this magnificent tumulus is the
largest tomb monument next to those
in Egypt and Babylon and was built
for Alyattes, the Lydian king. The next
largest tumulus in this tomb area is
Karniyariktepe which is 200 m in
diameter and 50 m high. Despite all
explorations, no tomb chamber could
be found in the excavations made by
Americans. Inside the tumulus, there
is a krepis wall with various Lydian
monograms, in 90 m diameter. This
tumulus thought to belong to Gyges

at the beginning was dated to the end
of the first half of VI Century B.C.
based on stone working and ceramic
artifacts. Therefore, it can be said as
a hypothesis that it belongs to a Lydian
king who built his tumulus but was
unburied and most probably, to
“Kroisos”, whose wealth was world
famous, who was captured by the
Persians. Very valuable tomb gifts
dated to Persian sovereignty period
were found in unlicensed excavations
in the tumuli on the hills overlooking
the sacred river of the Lydians, Gediz,
within the borders of the district of
Gure in the province of Usak and
these were smuggled abroad. These
interesting artificts known as the
treasure of Karun are taken back
from USA and are on display today in
Usak Museum. A portion of this
unmatched treasure is from the
Lydian period. Some artifacts are
dated to the reign of Kroisos.

If unburglarized tombs from the pre-
Persian period may be found or if
tumuli from original Lydian
settlements may be unearthed are
knowledge of this interesting
Anatolian civilization will expand. The
Lydian State is a representative of a
civilization specific to Anatolia. Their
scriptures written in a 26-letter
alphabet reminiscent of Phyrigian
have just started to be understood.
They have shown great respect to the
great mother of Anatolia they called
Kuvava, also worshipping Artemis
they called Artimu and gods and
goddesses who had local names like
Levs, Santas, Marvida and Lametrus.
The indispensable money economy
of today owes them a lot.



Pers hakimiyeti oncesine ait
soyulmamis mezarlarin bulunmasi
ya da 6zgln Lidya yerlesimlerine ait
oren yerleri ginsigina ¢ikarilabilirse
bu ilgin¢ Anadolu uygarligina ait
bilgilerimiz artacaktir. Lidya Devleti
Anadolu’ya 6zgii bir uygarligin
temsilcisidir. Phrygce'ye benzeyen 26
harfli bir alfabeleri ile yazilmis yazitlar
daha yeni anlasilmaya baslamistir.
Kuvava, adini verdikleri Anadolu'nun
Blyuk Anasi'na buyuk saygi
gortermisler, Artimu adini verdikleri
Artemis’e Levs, Santas, Marvida ile
Lametrus gibiyerel adlar tasiyan tanri
ve tanricalara da tapmislardir.
Glinimizin vazgecilmez para
ekonomisi de onlara cok sey
bor¢ludur. Lidya'lilarin kutsal nehri
Gediz'in tasidigi aliivyonlar, efsaneler
dagi Tmolos'dan ve ele gecirilen
akropollerinden inen topraklar bugtin
bu uygarligin altin glinlerini ortmus
durumda. Lidya tabakalari glinimitiz
seviyesinden 10-15 m asagida yer
almaktadir. 2000'Li yillarda bu ilging
uygarlik hakkinda daha fazla bilgiler
elde edilecektir.

The alluvium carried by the Lydians’
sacred river Gediz (Hermos) and the
soil coming down from the mountain
of legends, Tmolos, and their captured
acropolises have covered the golden
days of this civilization today. The

Lydian layers are 10-15 m below the
present level. In the 21st Century,

more information will be obtained on
this interesting civilization and its past.

Lidyalitarin kutsal dagt
Bozdag (Tmolos) Zirvesi
Summit of Lydian sacred
mountain Bozdag (Tmolos)
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